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Rabin remembered as Hebron deal signed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Family and friends of 
ihe murdered prime minister. Yitzhak Rabin, visited his 
grave Friday as Israel and the Pales tinians signed an agree- 
ment on Israel’s withdrawal from most of Hebron. “For me 
this is not a day for celebration, because even though 
Yitzhak s doctrine prevailed, he paid for it with his life," 
Rabin s widow Leah said, according to Israel army radio. 
Members of the group “An Entire Generation Demands 
Peace laid a wreath on the tomb with the message “you 
led. you navigated, you won.” Rabin was assassinated in 
November 1995 by a right-wing extremist opposed to the 
peace process with the Palestinians that the prime minister 
had set in motion. The killer, Yigal Amir, was jailed for life, 
the West Bank city of Hebron to the Palestinians. 
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Lebanon may free Iraqi diplomats 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese amtorities are conaUering freeing three Iraqi 
ifipVimats ilemmed ante tk 1994 munJa of an Iraqi opposition leader 
in Beirut, a judicial source said un Friday. The judge in dura nf the case, 
Smd Mira, received a Foreign Ministry report oxifinning that the three 
had diplomatic status and has submitted it io the publk prosecuw. Four 
Iraqis wen? arrested after Taleb Souhefl, a 70-year-nkl Shine opposition 
member, was killed at his hone in April 1994. Soubril, who held Jordan- 
ian and Saudi passports, was a leading member of die London-based 
Council fur a Fret Iraq which opposes the regime rt'PteskfcntSaldam Hus- 
sein. One week after the killing, Bonn broke off diplomatic relations with 
Baghdad after the Iraqi authorities failed d> lift the suspects’ diplomatic 
immunity. One of the four amesied died in June I9*& At the time, 
Lebanese Foreign Miniser Rues Bouez said the diplomas had confessed 
iheir involvement and dun they were midligeoce agents. 
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Israeli army redeploys in Hebron; Palestinians take charge 

Clinton thanks King Hussein, 
Mubarak for Hebron efforts 

King congratulates Arafat, 
pledges continued support 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers slipped from 
the headquarters of their 
30-year-long occupation of 
Hebron at dawn on Friday, 
handing over most of the 
powderkeg West Bank city 
to Palestinian rule. 

Barely 100 Palestinians 
watched the pullback, the 
result of intense US. pres- 
sure on Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Berry amin Netanyahu to 
save Middle East peace. 

The soldiers drove down 
from the hilltop base only 
to set up a few hundred 
metres away. One fifth of 
the city will remain under 
Israeli control as protection 
for 450 militant Jewish set- 
tlers at its heart. 

The Israeli and Palestin- 
ian cabinets approved the 
agreement Wednesday 
night, and Israel’s parlia- 
ment debated the accord all 
day Thursday. It was 
approved late Thursday by 
87-17; with one abstention. 

While legislators argued, 
Israeli army trucks and 
bulldozers were busy mov- 
iog heavy equipment out of 
the Hebron bases. 

Israel’s parliament paved 
the way for the pullback by 
endorsing the agreement. 

The house voted 87-17, 
with one abstention, to 
approve the Hebron deal 
and three further troop 
redeployments from mainly 
rural areas of the West 
Bank. 

Hebronites said they were 
happy to see the back of the 
soldiers but worried 
because the Arafat- 
Netanyabu agreement left 
the settlers in enclaves 
around the Ibrahimi 
Mosque, a site holy to Mus- 
lims and Jews. 

"At 6.10 (0410 GMT) the 
authority was turned over to 
the Palestinian (National) 
Authority (PNA) based on 


the Hebron agreement,” 
said Israeli Major-General 
Gabi Ofir. “The keys were 
turned over successfully.” 

One man climbed a 15- 
metre-high antenna atop 
the headquarters to raise the 
Palestinian flag over the 
building that Mr. Arafat was 
expected to visit within a 
few days. 

Fireworks burst against 
the dawn sky but celebra- 
tions were muted for the 
long-delayed handover, the 
last of seven West Bank city 
transfers under an interim 
self-rule agreement 

between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberrion Oigani- 
sation (PLO). 

Blue-uniformed civilian 
police then fanned out to 
direct traffic and joint 
Israeli-Palestinian units 
began patrolling the border 
between Jewish and Arab 
areas. 

“Now we must begin 
rebuilding the city” said 
Mayor Mustafa Al Natsheb. 
He was confident the set- 
tlers would not cause trou- 
ble after the redeployment 
but fellow residents were 
not so sure. 

“‘We want the settlers to 
go out of our city” said 
Hussein Awaiwi, 65, who 
lives near a market that has 
frequently been the scene 
of Arab Jewish friction. 

Israel poured troop and 
lice reinforcements into 

ebron to thwart settler 
protests. 

The Israeli army issued 
orders restricting die move- 
ments of 18 alleged Jewish 
militants for up to 10 days 
to forestall trouble in a city 
scarred by Arab- Jewish vio- 
lence. 

“We are not so naive as to 
think there won’t be any 
problems ” Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai said after tour- 
ing both sides of the city 
with top army brass. 



Hebron residents rejoice over the Israeli redeployment in Hebron on Frdiay (AFP photo) 


£ 


The withdrawal accord, 
clinched after months of 
acrimonious negotiations, 
marked the first time a 
right-wing government had 
agreed to baud over territo- 
ry Israel occupied in the 
1967 Middle East war to 
Palestinianrule. It sparked a 
revolt in Mr. Netanyahu’s 
coalition cabioet although it 
won overwhelming 

approval in parliament with 
opposition support. 

Five soldiers for each set- 
tler will remain to guard the 
Jews in the fifth of Hebron 
that will remain under 
Israeli control. 

“We are not leaving 
Hebron, we are redeploying 
in Hebron,” Mr. Netanyahu 
stud. 

His remarks were aimed 
at right-wingers and settlers 
who staged a cabinet revolt 
against the withdrawal. 

Israel’s commander gen- 
eral in Hebron, who for 
security reasons could only 
be identified as Brigadier- 
General Gadi, was asked to 


say something to marie the 
historic occasion as he 
became the last Israeli to 
leave the headquarters. 

“History speaks for 
itself,” he said. 

The handover, the first 
tangible step by the right- 
wing government of 
Netanyahu in m akin g peace 
with the Palestinians, was 
remarkably brief and calm. 

At 6:10 a.m (0410 GMT), 
with the first morning light, 
the Israeli and Palestinian 
commanders shook hands, 
a long convoy of Israeli 
jeeps pulled out of the mili- 
tary headquarters, and 
Palestinian police drove 
into the compound. 

“This is the happiest day 
of my life,” a Palestinian 
police officer shouted, lean- 
ing from a wmdow in the 
headquarters budding and 
flashing a victory sign. 

By Friday morning, the 
120,000 Palestinians and 
450 Jewish settlers in 
Hebron were trying to 
adapt to die new reality. 


Wael Awawi, 24, visaed 
the jail cell in the military 
compound where he had 
been held for 18 days in 
1994 for assaulting an 
Israeli soldier. Mr. Awawi 
said as many as 103 prison- 
ers were crammed into the 
cell at one point, forcing 
detainees to sleep sitting 

V Awawi said Friday’s 
troop pullback wasn't 
enough, considering the 
price many Palestinians had 
paid in trying to drive the 
Israelis out. “’We lost a lot 
and didn’t gain much,” he 
said. 

In the downtown Bab Iza- 
wiya district, Palestinian 
policemen directed traffic, 
standing in the spot where 
only a day earlier Israeli 
troops had manned a road- 
side checkpoint. 

Shopkeepers hung Pales- 
tinian flags in their win- 
dows. A sign declared: 
“The Hebron municipality 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — President Bill Clin- 
ton on Thursday thanked 
King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
for their support for an 
agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians on the 
West Bank city of Hebron. 

National Security Advis- 
er-designate Samuel Berger 
told network radio reporters 
that Mr. Clinton made 
morning phone calls to the 
two leaders thanking them 
for their roles. 

Mr. Berger said the 
Hebron deal would not 
have been possible without 
the intervention of King 
Hussein and the support of 
Mr. Mubarak. The King 
kept talks ’between Israel/ 
and the Palestinians from 
collapsing last weekend 
with a compromise propos- 
al. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat reached a deal on 
Tuesday on a partial Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 
Hebron. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said Me 
Clinton stressed in the 
phone calls that all involved 
“need to emphasise to the 
parties that they should pro- 
vide their maximum effort 
now to move forward, and 
that those who support the 
peace process should lend 
their maximum support to 
those who are making and 
implementing the peace.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. 
Arafat, King Hussein and 
Mr. Mubarak are all expect- 
ed to visit the White House 


(Continued on page 7) (Continued on page 7) 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein has congratulated Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat on the conclusion of the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement on the re deployment of Israeli 
forces in the Hebron region. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pena, said that King Hussein 
called Mr. Arafat Thursday evening to convey to him and 
the Palestinian people congratulations over the conclusion 
of the deal and expressed hope that the concerned parties 
will exert all efforts to achieve a just and comprehensive 
peace. 

Petra quoted Kiog Hussein as voicing Jordan’s absolute 
support for the Palestinian National Authority in its efforts 
to finalise the interim and final settlement agreements with 
the Israelis leading to the creation of the independent 
Palestine state on Palestinian soil. 

Mr. Arafat expressed deep appreciation of the King’s 
role in helping the two sides to overcome the obstacles that 
impeded the signing of the accord on Hebron. 

King Hussein on Thursday also received a telephone 
call from Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
who briefed him on the Israeli parliament’s endorsement of 
the agreement on Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu thanked King Hussein for his help to the 
Palestinian and Israeli leaders to overcome outstanding 
issues before the signing of the agreement and expressed 
hope that the King will continue his efforts for ensuring 
peace in the whole region. 

On Thursday, King Hussein received a U.S. congres- 
sional delegation led by Senator Tedd Stevens, head of the 
Foreign Aid Committee, and a delegation accompanying 
him and reviewed the Middle East peace process and the 
breakthrough in the Palesnnian-Isroeli talks as represented 
by the Hebron agreement. 

The King voiced appreciation of the U.S. administration 
and Congress for their support for Jordan’s needs, particu- 
larly in the military field. 

The American delegation lauded Jordan’s role in the 
peace process and King Hussein’s efforts to bring about 
peace to the region. The delegation praised the King for his 
mediation in the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations that result- 
ed in the Hebron agreement 

Attending the audience were Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh and 
Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf. 

The congressional delegation was also received by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan for a review of the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Poos discusses 
peace in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — The 
European Union (EU) may 
play a bigger role in peace- 
making in the Middle East, 
Luxembourg’s foreign min- 
ister said Friday. “I was sur- 
prised by the inquiring of 
leaders I met on that specific 
issue, and 1 hope it will be 
bigger during Luxembourg's 
presidency of “ "die EU,” 
Jacques Poos said at a news 
conference at the Lebanese 
Foreign Ministry. Luxem- 
bourg will assume the EU 
presidency later this year. 
Ml Poos, who is in Beirut 
on the final stop of a region- 
al tour, also reiterated the 
European position that any 
settlement should be based 
on the principle of trading 
land for peace. In Lebanon, 
Mr. Poos met Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bouez, President 
Elias Hrawi and Prime Min- 
ister Rafik Hariri. 

Egypt arrests 9 
Shiites — report 

CAIRO (AFP) — Nine 
Egyptian Shiite Muslims 
have been arrested and 
charged with spreading 
extremist ideas with the sup- 
port of Iran, the government 
Al Ahram newspaper report- 
ed Friday. 

Police arrested the nine in 
the Cairo and Nile Delta 
region within the past few 
days, and also seized “docu- 
ments on Shiite thought 
which revealed their tides 
with the Iranian regime as 
well as with Shiites in other 
countries,” said the paper: 
“Several of them went to 
Iran where they met with 
letters of the Pasadaran 
(Revolutionary Guards)” 
said the paper, adding that 
they had begun to spread 
their “extremist thought” m 
several areas of Egypt. 


Mubarak, Khaddam discuss peace process 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was 
scheduled to meet here Friday with Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam to discuss the Middle East peace 
process following the implementation of the Hebron accord. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq AI Sharaa was also to attend 
the' meeting in Cairo, which will include Egyptian Prime Min- 
ister Kama! Al Ganzuri, officials here said. 

Mr. Mubarak is to discuss the “future of the Middle East peace 
process following the concilia on of the accord on label’s mili- 
tary redeployment from Hebron” and turning the volatile West 
Bank city over to Palestinian rule, an Egyptian official said. 

The Syrian delegation’s visit comes after Mr Mubarak held 
discussions over the telephone on Thursday with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad, who is recovering from prostate surgery. 

Egypt has said that the conclusion erf the accord on Hebron, the 
last major town on the West Bank to obtain self-rule, was an 
important step towards reviving Lsraeli -Syrian peace talks frozen 
for almost a year. 

Syria has described the Hebron accord concluded this week as 
having buried the peace process. 

An official Syrian newspaper said Friday Damascus found no 


reason to resume peace talks with lsraeL 
“In tight of the current practices of the Netanyahu government, 
which is rejecting the principle of withdrawal from the Golan, 
■ there is nothing that Syria would negotiate for, and there is noth- 
ing which encourages her or motivates her to return to tire nego- 
tiating table,”Al Thawra said. 

Syria has condemned Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
refosal to trade occupied Arab lands for peace and says it will not 
bold talks with his government until he agrees to a foil with- 
drawal from the Golan Heights. 

Syria has held sporadic peace talks with Israel since 1991 but 
the negotiations have been blocked over tire fete of the Golan. 
Talks broke off in March last yean 
“Land remains the element which could never be an issue for 
flexibility. Its full return in accordance wife UN. resolutions and 
tire U.S. peace initiative is a condition for peace which could 
never be replaced,” Al Thawra said. 

“We are committed to peace which is still our strategic option. 
This peace should be based on UN. resolutions. Any other talk 
is rejected and does dm concern us,"Al Thawra said. 


Sudanese rebels claim advances 

Jordan says Khartoum faces plot against 
.territorial unity, urges united Arab, stand 


ASMARA (Agencies) — 
The Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) said on 
Friday a joint rebel fierce 
had captured the town of 
Mahan on the southern front 
of the Blue Nile region as 
the government poured in 
forces to counter the rebel 
advance. 

Yassir Arman, spokesman 
for John Garang, head of the 
SPLA and chairman of a 
joint military command, 
told Reuters rebels were 
now marching towards ■ 
Damazin, where a hydro- 
electric station supplies the 
Sudanese capital of Khar-” 
toum with most of its power. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of Mr. 
Annan’s claim. 

Mr. Arman said 980 mem- 
bers of the government army 
militia had surrendered and 
joined rebel ranks. 

The rebels say they have 
already seized two towns on 
the border with Ethiopia — 

Kurmuk and Qeissan, about 


JORDAN HAS called on Arab countries to 
help Sudan aid in its fight against seces- 
sionist re be Is, saying the Khartoum govern- 
ment was facing a plot against its territorial 
unity. 

“What brotherly Sudan is being exposed 
to is a conspiracy aimed at the unity of its 
people and territory and this is a matter that 
necessitates from Arab countries a united 


600 kilometres southeast of 
Khartoum — and on Mon- 
day they said they captured 
key army garrisons at Al 
Kali, Daimonsour and Shali 
Al Fil in the southern Blue 
Nile region. 

“Yesterday (Thursday) our 
joint forces captured Maban 
town which is south of Kur- 
muk. They captured the 
town without fighting," Mr. 
Arman said in the Eritrean 
capital of Asmara. 

“The N1F (government) 
forces fled because they are 


in low morale after the 
defeat of the other forces in 
the area and they see no 
hope for reinforcement from 
Khartoum ” said Mr. Arman. 

Ml Arman said Maban 
was a strategic bypass for 
foe White Nile state. Upper 
Nile and the Blue Nile 
region. 

The rebel spokesman said 
rebel forces were now 
advancing towards 

Damazin, a strategic town, 
which supplies the capital 
with 80 per cent of its 


stance,” Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said in a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Such support, said Mr. Kabariti. is 
“imperative to prevent the exploitation of 
Sudan's circumstances and to confront the 
enemies of the Arab Nation to foil the pos- 
sibility of harming Sudan’s unity.” 

power. 

“After the fall of Maban, 
the area south, northeast and 
west of Kurmuk is all 
secured. The whole SPLA 
force in the area is advanc- 
ing towards Damazin after 
clearing their rear” 

The rebels have ruled out 
an advance on Khartoum but 
they say they want to pile on 
economic and military pres- 
sure to trigger an uprising 
against the government of 
military ruler Omar Hassan 
Al Bashir. 


Iraq was winner of Gulf war, 
Saddam insists on anniversary 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) 
— President Saddam 
Hussein insisted Friday 
on the sixth anniversary of 
the 1 991 Gulf war that Iraq 
emerged victorious 

against the U.S.-led allies 
in the conflict over Kuwait. 

“The enemies of Iraq 
destroyed the country’s 
weapons, its ammunition 
and its industry, but the 
Iraqis have always consid- 
ered it (the war) as a great 
victory,” he said in an 
address broadcast on tele- 
vision and radio. 

“Those who attacked us 
qufekly -lost- their senses 
when they realised they 
had not been capable to 
destroy Iraq, the cradle of 
civilisations,” the president 
said. 

“January 17 must be 
commemorated as the day 
of steadfastness and of the 
Iraqi people’s victory.” he 
said. 

The Gulf war started with 
U.S. and allied air raids 
during the night of Jan. 
16-17 against strategic tar- 
gets in Baghdad. Iraqi 
troops were driven out of 
Kuwait six weeks later, 
ending seven months of 
occupation. 

President Saddam said 
that former U.S. President 
“George Bush, who led the 
forces of the devil, ended 
the war in February 1991 
after being confronted by 
the steadfastness and 
immovable will of the Iraqi 
people.” 

On the U.N. sanctions in 
force since the August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
President Saddam charged 
that the United Srates was 
now “prolonging the 
embargo to kill more 


Iraqis.” 

Baghdad has since 
December resumed limited 
oil exports under a U.N. 
humanitarian accord to 
allow it to pay for imports 
of food and medicine. 

President Saddam, refer- 
ring ro international 
weapons experts acting 
under Gulf war ceasefire 
terms, said Iraq’s weapons 
were being dismantled but 
they could not kill “the 
Iraqis' will, steadfastness, 
patience, faith and their 
extended optimism for a 
great and glorious future 
for them-and their- glorified 
nation." 

President Saddam made 
no mention of what course 
Iraq intended to take in its 
relations wirh the outside 
world following imple- 
mentation of the oil-for- 
food deal .with the United 
Nations allowing limited 

oil expons. 

Paper assails France 

A government newspa- 
per Friday made a 
scathing attack on France, 
saying its reported decision 
not to treat President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s eldest son, 
Uday. was a big mistake. 

Uday, a close confidante 
of the Iraqi leader, was 
wounded in an attempt on 
his life last month in Bagh- 
dad. 

Press reports this week 
said Uday wanted to go to 
France to receive treatment 
for injuries he sustained in 
the Dec, 12 attack but 
quoted French officials as 
saying rhe Paris govern- 
ment had no plans to 
receive him. 

“News reports said that 


the> French government 
refused to treat Uday Sad- 
dam Hussein in France. 
Regardless of how correct 
the reports are and the 
background of the French 
decision ... we find that the 
French government has 
made a great mistake if it 
did so.” said Iraq's Al 
Thawra newspaper on Fri- 
day. 

“They (the French.) have 
done a lot of harm to the 
Arab Nation, its culture 
and language in addition to 
the killing and destruction 
of the parts which were 
under their control.” said 
Al Thawra. referring to 
France’s colonial past. 

“The issue is not treating 
Uday or not. this is not 
importanL but ... we 
remind France of its policy 
before it loses more oppor- 
tunities in the Arab World 
and not only in Iraq. 

“Could France correct iis 
mistake, or is it going to 
use this stand (of not treat- 
ing Uday) to show the 
world its hatred to Arabs 
through Iraq?” asked Al 
Thawra, mouthpiece of 
President Saddam’s ruling 
Baarh Party. 

The French Foreign Min- 
istry said it would not com- 
ment on the article. 
Spokesman Yves Doutri- 
aux reiterated the decision 
not to let Uday come to 
France for treatment. 

Britain comes under fire 

Iraq blasted British lead- 
ers on Thursday for back- 
ing Indict, an organisation 
.seeking to bring Iraqi lead- 
ers before an international 
war crimes tribunal. 


2 Home & Middle East News 


Gulf still tense on war’s sixth anniversary 


KUWAIT (R) — Six years 
ago the West's finest war- 
planes launched the Gulf 
war with punishing strikes 
on Iraq, now diplomats and 
analysts say Washington 
might next use its air supe- 
riority against Iran. 

“I don’t believe a strike is 
imminent... But it remains a 
possibility in the medium 
term." said a well-placed 
Arab source. ‘'Many in the 
Gulf see a growing poten- 
tial for a military clash 
between the United States 
and the region’s ‘superpow- 
er. 

Washington, as part of its 
“dual containment** policy 
on Iran and Iraq, has main- 
tained a large military pres- 
ence in the Gulf to deter 
potential threats to its Arab 
allies by Tehran and Bagh- 
dad since driving Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in 
1991. 


Defence experts say a 
strike against Iran is one 
U.S. option if Tehran is 
accused of a direct role in a 
bombing in Saudi Arabia 
last June that killed 19 U.S. 
airmen. 

“If they accuse Iran and 
do nothing about it Saudi 
and America will look 
weak." said an Arab ana- 
lyst. 

Tehran has not been offi- 
cially linked to the bombing 
but U.S. officials and Gulf 
Arab sources have hinted at 
a connection. Iran has 
always denied any role in 
the attack. 

Washington says any 
decision on mi air strike 
against Iran is premature 
because Riyadh has yet to 
make public the outcome of 
its investigation into the 
June bombing. 

"If the Saudi investigation 
says Iran was directly 


involved 1 do not think 
America will hesitate to 
retaliate," said an analyst. 

U-S. has power to attack, 
but Iran could strike back. 

U.S. officials have 
emphasised Washington is 
prepared to go to war if its 
Gulf Arab allies are threat- 
ened. It sent extra troops 
and hardware, including 
eight radar-evading Stealth 
bombers, to Kuwait last 
September during Washing- 
ton’s most recent con- 
frontation with Iraq. 

The war against Iraq was 
launched on Jan. 17, 1991 
— two days after a U.N. 
deadline for Baghdad’s 
withdrawal from Kuwait 
expired. Millions around 
the world watched on tele- 
vision as smart bombs 
destroyed key Iraqi targets. 

“Iran is not Iraq,” cau- 
tioned one regional analyst. 
“Washington has to consid- 


er many things like Iran’s 
missile capability, terrorist 
retaliation, oil supplies, 
possible minority unrest in 
Gulf Arab states, 
international support and 
other matters." 

One defence expert said 
any U.S. strike would prob- 
ably avoid Iranian crude oil 
production and export ter- 
minals for fear of sharply 
raising world oil prices. But 
targets could include refin- 
ery facilities to force 
Tehran to import more of its 
strategic needs. 

Iran has said it does not 
expect Washington to seek 
a confrontation that could 
jeopardise regional oil 
exports. 

Talk of a possible strike 
against Iran has been circu- 
lating in the Gulf for sever- 
al weeks. This month the 
chairman of the U.S. joint 
chiefs of staff, General 


John Shalikashvili, toured 
the region. 

“I can't see what could be 
in common between these 
countries except the Iran 
situation... There is some- 
thing on the front burner," 
said a Western diplomat of 
Gen. Shalikashvili’s talks 
with the leaders of Wash- 
ington’s main regional 
allies Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and Israel. 

Diplomatic sources said 
Riyadh believed some sus- 
pects held in connection 
with the bombing were 
trained in Lebanon by the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah and 
also went to Iran before the 
attack. 

Some of the six Gulf Arab 
states — Bahrain. Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — see a potential 
threat from Iran and its 
tyand of Islam. In recent 


months they have changed 
their often cautious tone 
when addressing Iran. 

Even Iran’s closest Arab 
ally Syria joined the six 
states and Egypt in Decem- 
ber in accusing Tehran of 
threatening Gulf Arab 
countries by deploying mis- 
siles. 

Althou gh Iran and Saudi 
Arabia appear almost equal 
in amount of military hard- 
ware, the Islamic republic 
has 600,000 people on 
active duty, four times as 
many as Saudi Arabia. 

But Riyadh’s high-tech 
weaponry is far superior to 
that of Iran. Although Iran 
has succeeded in recent 
years in buying arms from 
Russia, China and North 
Korea, much of its arsenal 
is antiquated equipment 
bought by the pro-Western 
Shah before the 1979 revo- 
lution. 


Jordan Tunes, Saturday, January 18, 1997 


Iraq hits Britain on bid 
to help indict Saddam 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
blasted British leaders on 
Thursday for backing 
Indict, an . organisation 
seeking to bring Iraqi lead- 
ers before an international 
war crimes tribunal. 

The official A1 Iraq news- 
paper, in a fiery frontpage 
editorial, accused Indict of 
spreading “lies, falsehoods 
and fabricated reports to 
defame Iraq and its stand- 
ing." 

British Prime Minister 


John Major and opposition 
leader Tony Blair on 


Concerns over future 
undercut Hebron joy 


HEBRON (R) — Concern for the future haunted Palestinians 
in Hebron at dawn on Friday even as they celebrated the end 
of Israel's 30-year occupation in most of the West Bank town. 

Israeli soldiers pulled out of the military headquarters and 
Palestinian police rolled in to take charge of self-rule in 80 per 
cent of the town, a traditional flashpoint of .Arab- Israeli vio- 
lence. 

"1 am so happy to see them leave. This will give a chance 
for peace.” said Ziad Abu Rajab, an employee of the Hebron 
Municipality, as Israeli army vehicles left the hilltop head- 
quarters. 

“But my joy is incomplete. They will still be in the down- 
town area,” he said 

Only a small crowd was on hand to witness the handshake 
between officers from the two sides that set the long-delayed 
Israeli redeployment in motion. 

A lone Palestinian climbed a tall antenna atop the headquar- 
ters to raise the Palestinian flag over the building which Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat was expected to visit within a few days. 

It took several minutes for the young Palestinian to reach the 
top. When he got there, he pulled the flag out of the back of 
his trousers and attached it to the antenna. 

The mood was subdued. Palestinians who waited in the rain 
and cold until midnight for the expected handover went home 
in disappointment after being told it would take place only on 
Friday morning. 

Few had returned by 6 a.m. when the ceremony took place. 

Israeli soldiers who abandoned the headquarters moved into 
the Hebron town centre to patrol 20 per cent of Hebron, where 
about 450 Jewish settlers rub shoulders with more than 20,000 
Palestinians who remain underlsr^li occupation, “ 

A fear of violence hovered over the city holy to Muslim and 
Jew as the burial place of the biblical Abraham. 

Jewish settlers charged that the Israeli army pullout endan- 
gered their presence in the town. Palestinians feared settlers 
would resort to violence. 

Israeli soldiers spent most of Thursday removing hardware 
from military bases across the city. Outside the headquarters, 
Palestinians gathered in the cold to cheer as trucks ferried out 
watchlowcrs and concrete blocks. 

Soldiers uprooted a palm sibling and loaded it on a truck 
leaving the headquarters. 

“Take everything and go. Just go. We don’t want to see your 
faces here." shouted one young Palestinian as the trucks left 

“I uni going to miss you,” another Palestinian shouted sar- 
castically at an Israeli soldier peering from the back of a mil- 
itary jeep as it sped down a narrow winding road out of the 
grey building. 

Supporters of Mr. Arafat danced with pictures of their 
leader. 

Before the handover, Palestinian preventive security chief 
Jibril Rajoub iaspecrcd the building where once suspected 
Palestinian militants were held prisoner. 

”1 am happy to enter, not as a prisoner, but as a policeman 
nhich is liberating this valuable part of the homeland.” he told 
reporters. 



leader Tony Blair on 
Wednesday threw their 
weight behind a campaign 
by Indict to arraign Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
on charges of war crimes 
and genocide. • 

Former Prime j Minister 
Margaret Thatcher has sent 
a message of support to 
Indict, a group of individu- 
als and organisations 
; around the world that 
launched its campaign at a 
news conference at the 
House of Commons. 

‘The campaign is of dubi- 
ous ends and with dirty tar- 
gets,” the newspaper said. 

The campaign, which 
coincided with Friday’s 
sixth anniversary of the 
Gulf war in which a U.S.- 
led force expelled Iraqi 
invasion troops from 
Kuwait, wants to bring 
President Saddam and 
other key Iraqis before an 
international war crimes 


Hundreds of anti-Semitic 
sites appear on Internet 


The Jerusalem Post 


An Israeli army vehicle moves away from a checkpoint in Hebron to another part of the town early Friday 
under an Israeli-Palestinian agreement initialled on Wednesday (AFP photo) 

Hebron accord does not ensure more deals 


CAIRO (R) — The deal Israel 
made-with the Palestinians to 
expand self-rule in Hebron 
eases pressure on the Jewish 
state to move forward on other 
Middle East peace tracks, ana- 
lysts and diplomats say. 

‘Israel’s having a deal on 
Hebron would benefit (Israel) 
by breaking off the 
international pressure which 
was building on it on Hebron,” 
said a senior Arab official in 
Cairo. 

‘'ll takes off the heaL Israel 
would now not feel the need 
anymore to have die peace 
process on the front burner. We 
are going to have a no peace, 
no war situation,*’ he said 

Analysts said they did not 
expect Israeli willingness to 
redeploy in Hebron to spill 
over into any breakthrough 
with Lebanon, where Israel 
occupies a border strip, or with 
Syria in negotiations on the 
Lsraeli -occupied Golan 


Heights. The talks between 
Syria and Israel broke off last 
March. 

Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators, pushed hard by the 
United States, last week agreed 
on the long-delayed deal to 
launch self-rule in Hebron. 
They also agreed on a 
timetable for Israeli with- 
drawals from other pans of the 
West Bank. 

But tiie slow pace of the talks 
angered Arab states, which S3W 
Israel’s reluctance to redeploy 
troops as a sign it was ignoring 
peace deals already made 
between Palestinians and the 
government that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benvamin Netanyahu 
ousted in May. 

Israel’s parliament on Thurs- 
day endorsed the accord, which 
was already approved by the 
cabinet despite opposition from 
hardline ministers. 

But some Arab officials think 
that the deal heralds movement 


on other peace tracks. 

A diplomat whose country 
was close to the talks on 
Hebron said; “It’s a good deaL 
We hope for a comprehensive 
continuation of the peace 
process now on the Lebanese 
and Syrian tracks.” 

Israeti-Syrian negotiations, 
held only intermittently since 
they started in 1991, are frozen 
over the future of the Golan 
Heights. 

Pblicy guidelines of Ml 
N etanyahu's Likud Party say 
Israel must maintain sovereign- 
ty over the strategic plateau. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa said in Cairo 
last month that Syria would 
welcome new peace talks with 
Israel, provided they resumed 
where they broke off in 1996. 

But be said Israel must give a 
commitment to withdraw from 
all the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Sharaa said according to 
one theory Israel was interested 


in improving its government’s 
image abiriad. ' ; V v 

“The other theory is that 
after finishing off the question 
of Hebron, Israel will go into a 
serious process towards resum- 
ing negotiations on all tracks, 
that is cm the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks,” be said- 

Syria’s official Tishreen 
newspaper, virtually brushing 
off the importance of the 
Hebron deal said on Thursday 
it saw no signs of Israeli wiff- 
ingness to further peace. 

‘‘Had Israeli leaders been 
interested in peace and stability 
in tiie region they would have 
announced their acceptance of 
U.N. resolutions and the land- 
for-peace principle,” it said. 

“What Israeli leaders are 
declaring is contrary to that 
They are saying no to with- 
drawal from the Golan and 
South Lebanon. No to Palestin- 
ian rights. No to termination of 
settlement building.'’ 


TEL AVIV — Hundreds of 
Internet sites have been setup 
to spread anti-Semitic and 
racist material a large part of it 
on holocaust denial arid the rest 
on racist indtement against 
Jews and other minorities, 
according to the Forum for 
Gxnhanmg Anti-Semitism. 

These site have links to other 
such sites, the forum added. 

The forum, beaded by cabi- 
net secretary Danny Naveh, 
met at tie prime minister's 
Office for a session (Tuesday). 
It includes representatives 
from research institutions 
which study anti-Semitism 
sound the werid and ways to 
fight against it 

“We have to think of ways 
that we can cooperate with var- 
ious bodies and governments 
around the world to fight 
against the spread of bared on 
the Internet." Naveh said. 

Naveh suggested that Israel 
draw up an international 
covenant, with UN. backing, 
setting restrictions on the 
spread of racist material on the 
Internet. 

This is not only an Israeli 
problem and a Jewish prob- 
lem, but a worldwide prob- 
lem,” he said. 

Among those who attended. 


foe session were representa- 
tives of Tel Aviv University 
and the Simon Wsesenlhal 
Centre, two groups here which 
rrKXiitor anti-Semitism. 

Efraim Zuroffi of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre in 
Jerusalem, noted that there are 
“no international laws putting 
limitations on Internet materi- 
al” The Internet has become 
“a giant supermarket in which 
there is a lot of, garbage,” he 
said 

Zurofif noted a phenomenon 
which is occurring mostly in 
the United States in which pro- 
fessors who are hokxaust- 
deniers have opened personal 
antisemitic pages through their 
university Internet system. 

He said that the centre had 
been dedicating much efforts 
in recent years to tracking anti- 
semitic material on the Inter- 
net 

Zuroff said tire best way to 
combat the problem would be 
to get the suppliers of Internet 
services to set standards for 
eliminating racist and anti- 
Semitic maieriaL 

Roni ShtaubeL of the Tel 
Aviv University centre, said 
the main source of the anti- 
Semitic sites is the U.S_ but 
their numbers are rising in 
Europe, especially in Germany 
and Scandinavia. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


06 JO — London (KJ) 


J 13. *05 ...Min AltuJi Al Mohammadi 

1 13:30 Canoon 

j 14:00 French Programmes 

| 14:30 Chris Cross 

i 15:00 Fimurc Film — "Cry 
| Wilderness” 

I 16:50 Gill For Prayer And Itur 

i 17:05 — Dncunwmnry 

1 17:30 - Muppci Show 

[ IJfcOO Seric — Jack 

j 19:00 Le Journal 

j 1W0 ..News Headlines 

; 19:35 Comedy — Hanging with 
; Mr. Cooper 

20dX) Oriental Rugs IDoeumen- 
unyj 

20^0 Prism 

] 21:10 Lois & Clark — The New 
Adventures of Superman 

22J)0 .New* In English 

22^5 Journey Into Islam 

23:00 -McGyver 

23:50 Feature Rim: “Par Garrett 
j St Billy the Kid" 

! 01:15 Ramadan Talks 


PRAYER TIMES 


1 05:11 


1 06:32. 

....(Sunrise) Duha 

! 11 

Dhuhr 

1 1 A-X& *Asr 

j 17.-00.. 


1 1&21 

— Tsha 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Ann uni cation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Safle Church Tel. 661 656. 
Terrasanda Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel.S27l26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tbl. S4S457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarae Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 

FngKsh«spgnlriiTf » 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 


aie. In Aqaba, winds will be 
neither!} moderate and seas 
calm. 


MIo/Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


. 02/10 

1020 

0/1 1 

.08/18 


Yesterday ’s high temperatures: 
Amiran S. Aqaba 18 Humidity 
leadings: .Amman 90 per cent, 
Aqaba 47 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Smtfieh. Tel. S 10740 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 
Temperatures arc expected to rise 
slightly with skies sunny to part- 
ly cloudy. Relative cold weather 
conditions will prevail and winds 
northeasterly to easterly moder- 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Ahmad Mama* 839759 

De KhalD Al Jbah 740740 

De WaleedAlMasri 675485 

Dc Yousef Rashed 896301 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

.Al Asema pharmacy — 637055 

Nairwkh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmgfeani pharmacy .-.637660 

N^flb pharmacy -.847632 

BE 

Dc Ahmad Qanu — 281484 

Al Quels pharmacy <— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Waked Halasefa -982799 
Khalifeh pharmacy — 9S54 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 63711 i 

Civil Defence Department 

-.661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— .630341 

Ovfl Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police £4 3402 

Traffic Pobce 896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints ,.661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 

plaints — .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) -. 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Centra! Amman Telephone 

Reparis -..,„623I01 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority -680100 

Jordan Electricity Authoritv 
. 515615 

Electric Power Company 

„,„.63638I 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


SJ 38 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkOeh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

—..607071 

Shmeisam Hospital — .669131 

(j Diversity Hospital 845845 

AJ-Mnasber Hospital.667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaB 666126/37 

^I-Ahli, Abdali 6641 64/6 

Italian, M-Mnbajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Asfsrafieh 

775111/26 

Army. Marita 89 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

Tire Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— J 09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital .—(09)986732 
AJ Hilann Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Dm AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
_ (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


22- 3S .Cairo (MS) 

23- JO .-Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

2350 London (KJ) 

014)0 .-London, Damascus (BA) 
03*5 : Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings flRW) Flights 

_.... Aqaba (RW) 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
52325a 


Royal Wings CRW) Flights 

09:20 -Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 — Sharm Al Sheikh (RW) 


DEPARTURES 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08:55 — — .Damascus (RJ) 

09:00 Jeddah (addHRJ) 

09:45 -New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi, Dubai iRj) 

Beirut iRj) 

10:3 0 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1620 Cairo (RJ) 

16:45 feddab (add) (RJ) 

17:40 London, Beilin iRJ) 

19:35 -Vienna (RJ) 

QL45 Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (add) 

(RJ) 

05:35 Bangkok (add) (RJ1 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

11:05 Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

LL45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

11:50 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

n£" *^55 

--Cairo (RJ) 

— »:~--flonibay(Rj) 
3h05 — Riyadh, Dhahran(RJ) 
-Bahrain, Doha ( Rj) 

— — . — Jedda h (RJ) 

21:00 — Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 


HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ant every 
Monday 

An; Damascus 5:00 pm- every 
Monday 

Dep. Da m scus 7 JO tun. every 

Sunday 

Are Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 


Other Flights 

12:40 -Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 ..... Vienna (OS) 

18:15 ...—Dubai Damascus (EK) 

-Paris. Damascus (AF) 

SS -LamacaiCY) 

5 -.Beirut (ME) 


Other Flights 

JJj® Danascns * Amsterdam 

££ Athens (OA) 

Beirut (ME) 

J*30 -Abu Dhabi Bahrain (GF) 

525 Vienna (OS) 

Dubai (HK) 

Laniaca(CY) 


Dubai (EK) 

LamacaCCY) 

M DM*. Bahrain (AF) 

■w -Amsterdam (KL) 

Home (AZ) 


MARKET 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg . , 

£PPk~ 

Banana. 550/550 1 

Banana (imported) 90 0/700 

Cabbage, 70/40 

Carrot 280/180 

Cauliflowet 170/100 

Cucumber (large) ......JZ20/150 

Cucumber (small ) —— 320/250 

BsSpUtm-- 130/80 

Fava beans -.1000/700 

1100/900 

Grape fruit -160/80 

-380/250 

Marrow (large) 120/100 

Marrow (small) -200/150 

Onion (green) ATOM) 

ONon (dry) -200/100 

Orange ...-580/400 

Bms 1100/750 

pepper (hot) — _J260/150 

Pepper (sweet) .280/150 

Po?*o 270/160 

Spinach -.150/100 

Suing beans...- 600/400 

String beans 600/400 

Tomato - -170/100 


Crowr 

inau 


tribunal. 

Indict accuses Iraqi lead- 
ers of breaking a wide 
range of international laws. 
It says their crimes against 
humanity include extermi- 
nating Iraqi citizens and 
committing genocide in 
1987-88 against Iraqi 
Kurds and marsh Arabs in 
southern Iraq. 

State-run newspapers on 
Thursday splashed their 
pages with articles praising 
the ‘mother of battles’ — 
Iraq’s name for the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The ruling Baath Party 
newspaper accused the 
Western allies of annihilat- 
ing Iraqi citizens and_ 
launching a war of geno- 
cide through U.N. trade 
sanctions. 

Baghdad’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait drew U.N. sanc- 
tions on Iraq. The U.N. has 
agreed to ease the ban on 
oil sales to allow Baghdad 
to raise funds for vital 
bumanitarion needs. 

Al Iraq said the Indict 
campaign was mastermined 
by “reactionary circles in 
Britain who have allied 
themselves with Zionism 
and its establishments 
there.” 

The paper said accusa- 
tions by Indict “have no 
basis of truth and have no 
existence but in shallow 
minds filled with rancour 
and hatred.” 
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Prince, Princess Sarvath 
inaugurate Al Hassan forest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath Thursday inaugurat- 
ed Al Hassan forest within 
the Greater Amman Munici- 
pality and took part in tree 
planting celebrations at the 
site. 

Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi described the forest 
as 350 dunums and 775 
metres above sea level and 
slated to be planted with 
25,000 fruit and forest trees 
within the next few years. 

Mayor Abbadi stated that 
in a decade the forest, which 
is close to the Ain Ghazal 
waste water treatment plant 
and the Amman slaughter- 
house, will be one of the 
most important national 
parks in the Amman area. 

Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath unveiled a 
plaque ar the site and plant- 
ed evergreens in fields espe- 
cially prepared for the pur- 
pose by the Amman Munic- 
ipality. 

Mayor Abbadi explained 
the project as part of munic- 
ipality plans to contribute to 
the “gi^ening” of the coun- 



Their Royal Highnesses Grown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath Thursday unveil 
a plaque to inaugurate A3 Hassan forest and celebrate Arbor Day in the Kingdom 
(photo by Bogfaosj 


try, fight off desertification 
and combat pollution in the 
Amman region. 

He said that the munici- 
pality plans to water the 


trees through a drip irriga- 
tion system which demands 
less water consumption. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat and mem- 


bers of Parliament were 
among those taking part in 
the tree planting celebration 
which also marked Arbor 
Day in the Kingdom. 


Floodwaters help replenish 
Kingdom’s reservoirs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Floodwaters engendered 
by rain over the past 4S 
hours has- helped replen- 
ish' the reservoir behind 
the King Talal Dam, the 
largest in the country, 
raising the water storage 
level- to 36.5 million 
cubic metres, from last 
week’s total of 35 mil- 
lion, the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) 

announced Friday. 

The dam retains an 
overall : capacity of 80 
million cubic metres. 

JVA sources said that 
the-water- at; the -Wadi Al 
Arab dam is currently 
estimat^at-nineM million 
cubic metres and that that 
of Kafrain is estimated at 
600,000 cubic metres 

Quoted by Al Ra'i Ara- 
bic daily, experts at the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
stated that rainwater is 
particularly beneficial for 
trees and vegetables how- 
ever not for wheat and 
barley and that previous 
damage caused to the 
cereals during the stretch 
of dry weather that lasted 
for more than four weeks 
is estimated at 80 per 


cent. 

A senior ministry offi- 
cial, Mohammad Najib 
Sheikh told Al RaM that 
mainly legumes such as 
lentils and chick peas 
along with fruit trees and 
vegetables have benefit- 
led from the recent rain. 

He maintained that 
farmers who had sown 
wheat and barley and 
sustained losses might 
still plant their fields with 
summer crops such as 
com and sesame or veg- 
etables. 

Heavy rain fell in -most 
parts- oF."ffifc: 

apd spow .. fell , in the 
Rashadieh .in the Tafileh 
govemorate forcing the 
temporary closure of a 
number of local roads. 

A Department of Mete- 
orology source cautioned 
against poor visibility 
this morning due to fog. 

The department said 
temperatures will rise 
slightly today to reach an 
estimated 11 degrees Cel- 
sius during the day and 
drop to four degrees at 
night. 


Jordan, Iraq to affirm 
supply contracts today 


BAGHDAD (J.T.) — Jor- 
dan and Iraq are slated to 
sign agree meats today 
regarding Iraqi oil supplies 
to Jordan and Jor dani an 
exports to Iraq. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb and 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas held talks Wednes- 
day and Thursday in Bagh- 
dad and were quoted by the 
local press Friday as stating 
that negotiations regarding 
trade and oil supplies were 
going ahead satisfactorily 
and that they expected 
agreements to; be_ . signed 
today. 

The two ministers, 
accompanied by senior 
assistants, arrived in Bagh- 
dad Wednesday and have 
been holding meetings with 
Iraqi Minister of Trade 
Mahdi Saleh and Oil Min- 
ister Amer Rashid. 

Earlier this month. Dr. 
Dabbas visited Baghdad 
accompanied by Minister 
of Finance Marwan Awad 
and held preliminary talks 
with the Iraqi officials, stat- 
ing later that Iraq has con- 


curred on a price of $15.5 
per barrel of crude oil to be 
sold to Jordan. 

The two ministers are 
expected to discuss Jor- 
dan's importation of up to 
4.5 million tonnes of oil 
and oil products in 1997. an 
increase of seven per cent 
from lasryear. 

Jordanian goods and ser- 
vices. exported to Iraq, 
were estimated at $220 mil- 
lion last year down from 
the previous number of 
$400 million, reportedly 
due to accumulated debts to 
Jordan. 

. Iraqi Deputy. Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz last Mon- 
day reaffirmed that his 
country would continue to 
supply oil to Jordan at dis- 
counted prices and he 
affirmed that Iraq is com- 
mitted to settling its debts 
to Jordan. 

Under an agreement con- 
cluded with the UN. Iraq 
has begun selling $2 billion 
worth of oil every 180 days 
to buy food and medicine, 
pay war reparations and 
finance UN weapons 
inspections in Iraq . 
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HAT’S 

Q0ING QN 

CONCERT 

•'Violin and piano recital 
by Russian duo Maria 
Safariants and; Constantine 
Oibelian at the Royal Cul- 
tural Gmtre,*main theatre, 
at 8:00 p.m. 

PLAY 

♦ Play (in Arabic) entitled 
“Total Fiasco” at die Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 
pan.- 


^EXHIBITIONS 

t ■■■■ 

.^Paintings by Muhammad 
Shaker at the Orient 
flfeUery, Issam .Ajlouni 
Street, Shmeisani, until 
ih-,30. 

^Photographic exhibition 
' ^the life of the Founder 
^ Pakistan at Quaid-e- 
ggun Hall. Embassy of 
astan," Jabal Weibdeb 
622787. 624680), 

jsl January 31.- ' 

^<>rks by contemporary 
" artists entitled “The 
■Collection* 7 at Darat 
Spfwaun, Jabal Weibdeh, 
J%- 64325 1/2)* until Feb. 

IK 1 

by Jordanian 
at the Royal Cultural 
:* until Jan. 30. 



Telecommunications 
innovation showcased 


By Sacha Baggfli 

Special la the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — - A new* 
innovation in telecom- 
munications technolo- 
gy, thought to be. a 
potential solution to 
immediate problems 
concerning telephone 
line congestion and 
shortage of available 
lines m Amman, was 
showcased in the capi- 
tal over the weekend. 

A three-day event, 
hosted by the Jordanian 
Telecommunication 
Company (JTC) in co- 
operation with the pray 
vate Desert Telecom 
Company (DTC). 
which aims to demon- 
strate the operations of 
the Hybrid Digital Sub- 
scriber Line (HDSL) 
system to telecommuni- 
cation engineers in Jor- 
dan and from neigh- 
bouring countries, by 
putting the equipment 
to test at the JTC com- 
munications college, 
was concluded here Fn- 
day. 

The new equipment, 
developed by the Amer- 
ican company Pair Gain 
Inc., enables two nor- 
mal telephone lines to 
be transformed into 32 
separate fibre quality 
phone lines thereby 
increasing the capacity 
of telecommunications 


activity at a specific 
location without having 
to install additional 
wire cables. 

This is made possible 
as the HDSL equipment 
is able to raise tbe qual- 
ity of existing tele- 
phone wire cables to 
that of fibre optic 
cables, dividing each 
line into 16 from an 
exchange box to a par- 
ticular building. 

Technology might be 
used in ‘problem 
spot’ areas 

According to Bashar 
Olabi. deputy manager 
of DTC, utilisation of 
this technology could 
resolve predicaments 
regarding congestion 
and insufficiency of 
phone lines in certain 
“problem spot areas” in 
Amman and surround- 
ingmunicipalities. 

'The Gardens area of 
Amman can be cited as 
an example of problem 
spot areas in the capital. 
There are many new 
buildings in jh£s_. area 
and the number of 
available telephone 
lines are not adequate 
to serve thejnany office 
blocks Und apartments.” 
he said. 

The telephone lines 
must also service fax 


and computer facilities. 

“The installation of 
HDSL could solve such 
dilemmas promptly and 
at very little cost, he 
continued. 

Mr. Olabi told the Jor- 
dan Times of his hopes 
that authorisation from 
the Ministry of Post and 
Communications would 
soon be attained by the 
JTC and DTC allowing 
them to exploit this new 
technology in Jordan. 

Representatives from 
the Ministry of Post and 
Communications have 
attended the showcase 
and discussions regard- 
ing the usage of HDSL 
equipment "have taken 
place," he said. 

It has been proposed 
that in the event of this 


system being adopted 
in Jordan, the British 
Di 

ll 


Digital Design Compa- 
ny would be responsi- 
_Ie for equipment 
installation whilst man- 
ufacturing would 
remain in the hands of 
PairGain Inc. 


Jordanian attendants 
at the showcase includ- 
ed representatives from 
the National Informa- 
tion Centre, engineers 
from the University of 
Jordan, and engineers 
from the Royal Jordan- 
ian Airforce. 
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Ministry, Royal Medical Services 
sign medical treatment agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Health and 
Royal Medical Services 
Thursday signed a medical 
treatment agreement, under 
which beneficiaries of both 
civil and military health 
insurance schemes might 
be treated at both Ministry 
of Health centres and hos- 
pitals and those of the 
Royal Medical Services. 

The agreement was 
signed by Minister of 
Health Aref Bataineh and 
Royal Medical Services 
Director Maj. Gen. Yousef 
Goussous. 

However, should any 
additional expenses be 
incurred as result of med- 
ical treatment at the min- 
istry's health facilities, 
then the Royal Medical 
Services will be requested 
to pay the difference to the 
ministry. 


The agreement stipulates 
that beneficiaries of mili- 
tary insurance, not includ- 
ing those on active duty 
who are automatically cov- 
ered, should register "at the 
ministry' health centres and 
obtain a medical treatment 
card to produce upon visit- 
ing the health centre. 

Emergency cases will be 
treated at the ministry and 
Royal Medical Service 
health facilities, irrespec- 
tive of where the beneficia- 
ries are registered. 

The agreement also pro- 
vides for treating benefi- 
ciaries of military insur- 
ance at ministry hospitals 
if there are no medical hos- 
pitals available. * and a 
claim for reimbursement 
will be filed and sent to the 
Royal Medical Services for 
settlement. 

In cases where medical 


hospitals exist, beneficia- 
ries of the Roval Medical 
Services can also be treat- 
ed at ministry hospitals, 
provided they pay full 
treatment costs directly. 

The agreement also pro- 
vides for treating patients 
covered by civil medical 
insurance plans at Princess 
Hava Hospital in Aqaba 
and Prince Zeid Hospital in 
Tafileh in accordance with 
the current medical tariff. 

Patients who are unable 
to pay treatment costs in 
accordance with a special 
card issued by the ministry, 
can be treated at Prince 
Zeid Hospital in Tafileh in 
accordance with the tariff 
in force at the ministry'. 

Patients who are not cov- 
ered by civil insurance will 
be treated at Prince Zeid 
Hospital in Tafileh. 

Ministry of Health doc- 


tors, whether retired or not. 
may be treated at Royal 
Medical Services hospitals 
and the latter will file a 
medical reimbursement 
claim and send it to the 
Ministry’ of Health. 

Should the required treat- 
ment not be available at 
either Princess Hava or 
Prince Zeid hospitals, 
patients covered by civil 
health insurance will be 
referred ro Ministry of 
Health hospitals as deter- 
mined by the hospital 
director. 

Under the agreement, 
both the Ministry of Health 
and the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices shall grant each other 
a discount of 30 per cent on 
medical treatment costs not 
including medicine. 

The agreement is stipu- 
lated to go into effect as of 
February 1st. 



Three young men observe date selection in Amman. An Islamic Ramadan tradition stipulates breaking the daily 
fast with an odd number of dates (Photo by Yousef Allan) 
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‘hung-up l over new phone lines 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Notwith- 
standing mounting protest 
by a number of busi- 
nesspersons and citizens 
who are complaining of 
not having received 
advance notification that 
their phone numbers were 
being changed, western 
Amman will continue wit- 
nessing modifications in 
telephone numbers over 
the next few months. 

In addition to the 7.760 
telephone numbers already 
changed over the past three 
months, another 400 
underwent overnight alter- 
ations between Wednesday 
and Thursday in the Tla Al 
Ali area, according to the 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company (JTC) 
which also confirmed that 
numbers in the Dabouq 
area, on the way to the 
Royal Palaces, will be 
changed within the next 
month. 

The changes, which have 
so far affected the areas of 
Wadi Seir. Abdali, Tla AJ 
Ali. Sweileh and Umm 
Utheina as well as the area 
between the sixth and the 
eight circles, will be 
extended also to Mecca 
and Gardens Streets where 
many government offices, 
banks and shops are locat- 
ed. and will cover “all lines 
from Wadi Saqra to Medi- 
na Tabbieh," a high-rank- 
ing JTC employee told the 
Jordan Times. 

On Thursday, the paging 
company also announced 
in Al Ra'i newspaper that 
its telephone number had 
been changed. 

By the end of the opera- 
tion, deemed necessary due 
ro the installation of a new 
and more advanced switch 
able to absorb estimated 
future communication 
needs, a total of 11,000 
telephone numbers in 
Amman will have been 
changed, the JTC source, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous, said. 

“For the Tla Al Ali area 
alone, 22,000 additional 
lines will be provided with 


the new system." he stated. 

In a recent interview with 
the Jordan Tunes, a Min- 
istry of Post and Commu- 
nications official main- 
tained that the new system 
operating under the new 
switch will boast a capaci- 
ty of ten million iines while 
the current one could only 
serve a hypothetical one 
million. 

But current inconve- 
niences and complaints as 
to the manner in which 
JTC proceeded to change 
the numbers and communi- 
cated with customers stunt- 
ed the Ammonite perspec- 
tive of a brighter future for 
the Kingdom's telecommu- 
nications. 

Though JTC claims that 
only five per cent of users 
affected by the changes in 
telephone numbers could 
not be reached to be 
informed of the change, 
many are accusing the 
telecommunications com- 
pany of bad organisation 
and inefficiency in carry- 
ing out the operation. 

"It took us three days to 
ascertain what our new 
number actually was," 
complained one of the 
many irritated users. 

He explained that a JTC 
operator called his house 
about one week before the 
alteration in his telephone 
number and hung up 
before the foreign house- 
keeper. who answered the 
phone, understood the situ- 
ation and wrote down the 
new number. 

Responding to allega- 
tions. the JTC source 
defended his company by 
saying that “a special sys- 
tem has been implemented 
by which each customer is 
given notice ten days 
before the number is 
changed." 

Moreover, “sometimes 
we cannot reach users, 
because they are out of the 
country or for a number of 
other reasons and all our 
attempts fail even if we fry 
to call them at numerous 
times both day and night" 
he admitted. 

'"Why not notify of tele- 
phone numbers changes by 


mail?" asked a family liv- 
ing near the sixth circle 
who was on a fortnight trip 
while its telephone number 
was changed. 

Responding that sending 
notes by mail would have 
been “too difficult and 
notifications would not 
have arrived in time," the 
JTC employee pointed out 
that special announce- 
ments were run in the 
major Arabic dailies every 
time the telephone num- 
bers in a specific area were 
changed. 

Al Aswaq, Al Dustour 
and Al Ra’i have repeated- 
ly carried JTC announce- 
ments over the past few 
months. 

In its announcements, the 
JTC also indicated four 
numbers .which users can 
contact to receive informa- 
tion. 

The numbers were 
“implemented specifically 
for this operation," the JTC 
source said. 

Apparently the majority 
of user laments centred 
around the replaced num- 
ber's recorded Arabic mes- 
sage which answers that 
the number has changed 
but does not specify the 
new number. 

"Anywhere else in the 
world the recorded mes- 
sage would give the new 
number. Why could not 
this system be applied in 
Jordan?” asked another 
Umm Utheina resident. 

In response to this ques- 
tion, the JTC source 
explained that applying 
such a system, instead of 
tbe multi-purpose 

announcement currently in 
use. would have been “too 
expensive.'' 

Furthermore, the JTC 
employee, who is also an 
engineer, added that a dif- 
ferent recorded message 
for each line no longer in 
use would require a “larae 
announcement memory” 
and would not be “techni- 
cally feasible for most of 
the lines which numbers 
have been changed." 

The fact that the recorded 
message is only in Arabic 
has also brought criticism. 


A seventh-circle resident 
told the Jordan Times that 
friends from the U.S. have 
tried in vain for weeks to 
contact him to announce 
the date of their visit. “I do 
not think that adding a cou- 
ple of seconds in English 
would be outrageously 
expensive," he commented 
wryly. 

But every cloud has a sil- 
ver lining and. even if 
Front Office Manager at 
the Amra Hotel Ali Fayyaz 
said that "it will take one 
year before all our cus- 
tomers, especially abroad, 
acknowledge our new 
□umber,'’ graphics and 
priming companies are 
delighted by the unexpect- 
ed increase of business. 

As numbers have to be 
changed on brochures, 
business cards, paper head- 
ings and other promotional 
material, graphic and print- 
ing businesses have 
become more profitable, 
the owner of a graphics 
company said. 

With the change, six- 
digit numbers were trans- 
formed into seven-digit 
numbers initiated with a 
double-five. 

1 In most cases the changes 
resulted in the replacement 
of the first digit by a dou- 
ble five, in other cases the 
second digit of the old six- 
digit number was also 
changed. 

In other cases, the num- 
ber was changed complete- 
ly- 

“We tried to make the 
changes as slight as possi- 
ble but could not simply 
replace the first digit with a 
dbuble-five across the 
board as sometimes the 
change would affect two 
numbers which differed 
only by the first digit, (six 
or eight).” the JTC source 
said. 

He added that for the 
Wadi Seir area, six-digit 
numbers starting with 81 
were replaced by seven- 
digit numbers starting with 
‘‘55 1 . 552 and 553 mostly.” 




4 World News 
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Taleban reportedly seize new 
province northeast of Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Afghanistan’s Taleban Isla- 
mic militia Friday seized 
the province of Kapisa. nor- 
theast of Kabul, driving out 
troops loyal to the ousted 
Afghan government. Af- 
ghan Islamic Press ( AIP) re- 
ported. 

The troops of former 
Afghan President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani fled with- 
out putting up any “signifi- 
cant" resistance, the Pakis- 
tan-based Private Informa- 
tion Serv ice quoted Taleban 
officials as saying. 

Dozens of fleeing troops 
were taken prisoner by the 
Taleban. the officials told 
AIP. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the report. 

The Taleban entered Kapi- 
sa a day after the Islamic 
mi I ilia captured the strate- 
gic Bagram Air Base and 
key provincial capita! of 
Charikar north of Kabul. 

Kapisa borders northern 
Panvan province, of which 
Charikar is the capital. 

The militia, which seized 
Kabul on Sept. 27. controls 


two thirds of Afghanistan. 

It faces combined military 
resistance from the ex-gov- 
ernment forces led by oust- 
ed President Rabbani's 
chief military commander, 
Ahmad Shah Masood, and 
the troops of northern Uz- 
bek warlord Abdul Rashid 
Dostum. 

Hundreds of refugees 
were headed for Kabul Fri- 
day from Charikar follow- 
ing the fierce battles. 

The movement began 
Thursday afternoon, with 
people using all available 
means of transport to get to 
Kabul, more than 60 kilo- 
metres to the south. 

Clusters of people were 
seen on occasional civilian 
trucks plying the route, nav- 
igating potholes caused by 
heavy shelling. 

Vehicles crammed with 
women and children, sepa- 
rated according to Islamic 
custom from their men. 
made valiant attempts to 
steer dear of the craters. 

Most people, unable to 
raise the 5,000 to 10,000 af- 
ghanis (20 to 40 U.S. cents) 


demanded of each passen- 
ger, chose instead to use 
bicycles, horses, donkeys or 
even to make the j'oumey by 
fooL 

The Taleban authorities 
have even sent buses to 
fetch the refugees in order 
to introduce a semblance of 
order to movement of peo- 
ple who have been so 
weighed down by the hard- 
ship inflicted by battles that 
they seem not to mind join- 
ing the thousands already 
living in squalor in Kabul. 

Charikar, a mostly Tajik 
city, is gradually being emp- 
tied of its population a day 
after its capture by the 
Taleban Islamic militia. 

“We are afraid of what is 
going to happen — the figh- 
ting and the air raids — that 
is why 1 am taking my fam- 
ily to Kabul." said Charikar 
resident Abdul Rafiq, amid 
the roar of the Taleban’s 
trucks heading to reinforce 
newly taken positions north 
of the town. 

Another refugee, busi- 
nessman Ghulam Reza, said 
his entire fortune was in 



Agents from the Bureau of AlchoboL Tobacco and Firearms tend one of their col- 
leagues who was injured when the second of two bombs exploded near the boil ding 
housing the Atlanta North Side Family Services clinic Thursday. The second bomb 
outside the abortion clinic exploded while federal officials combed through the debris 
left by the first blast (Reuter photo) ■ - 


2 blasts rock Atlanta abortion clinic 


ATLANTA (Rt — Two 
powerful explosions rocked 
an Atlanta building housing 
an abortion clinic Thursday, 
the second of which injured 
several people including 
police and fire officials who 
answered the initial emer- 
gency call. 

Federal investigators said 
it appeared the clinic was 
the target bui they could not 
rule out unrelated domestic 
terrorism as the cause of the 
explosions. 

The first blast shuttered 
one side of an office build- 
ing housing the Atlanta 
Nonhside Family Planning 
Services Centre in a suburb 
known as Sandy Springs at 
around *>:30 a.m. est ( 1430 
GMT ). A clinic worker said 
at least four people were 
inside ihc facility at the lime 
but no one was injured. 

A link over an hour later 
a garbage container in the 
corner of an adjacent park- 
ing lot exploded, knocking 
people to the ground and 
injuring several at the 
scene. 

Although the abortion 
clinic in the five-floor office 
building was immediately 
identified as a possible tar- 
get. U.S. Attorney Kent 
Alexander said officials 
were also looking at other 
dental, medical and legal 
offices in the building. 

“That is definitely a possi- 


bility, but we are not ruling 
out the possibility of 
domestic terrorism unrelat- 
ed to clinic violence," Mr. 
Alexander said. 

Federal investigators from 
the U.S. attorney's office, 
the FBI and the U.S. Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms were also check- 
ing for any links to last 
summer's Centennial 
Olympic Park bombing. A 
pipebomb killed two people 
and injured hundreds of oth- 
ers at an atlanta park on July 
27. and no one has been 
chained in thar incident. 

Mr. Alexander said offi- 
cials were uncertain if any 
other explosive devices 
were left at the scene. 
"We’re faking every precau- 
tion to make sure that if 
there is another device that 
no one gets hurt," Mr. 
Alexander said. 

Police strengthened secu- 
rity for at least half a dozen 
other abortion clinics in the 
metropolitan area and clin- 
ics in other areas also 
stepped up security mea- 
sures. Many had already- 
been on guard because next 
week marks the 24th anni- 
versary of the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling in the Roe vs. 
Wade case recognising a 
woman’s right to abortion. 

”I’ve made certain that the 
police reinforcements are 
very visible as a way of re- 


assuring the public.” Atlan- 
ta Mayor Bill Campbell 
said. He described the sec- 
ond explosion as “particu- 
larly heinous" and appar- 
ently intended to injure me- 
dical personnel and police 
officers who rushed to the 
scene. 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton condemned the 
violence, calling it “a vile 
and malevolent act." 

“Nobody has a right to use 
violence in America to 
advance their own convic- 
tions over the rights of oth- 
ers.” he said in a statement. 
"We will punish those res- 
ponsible to the fullest; extent 
that the law provides." 

Police evacuated nearby 
buildings and kepi bystan- 
ders well away from the 
scene after the second explo- 
sion while bomb experts 
searched for other devices. 
The first blast was powerful 
enough to shatter plate-glass 
windows in a nearby office 
building and rattle dinner 
plates in homes miles away. 

TV aerial shots showed 
shards of broken plaster 
scattered across the parking 
lot on one side of the build- 
ing. while smoke poured 
from the broken remains of 
the garbage container. 

Fulton County Police said 
several people were hurt in 
the second blast, mainly 
police and fire officials. 


Bombay workers mourn slain leader 


BOMBAY (R) — Hundreds 
of thousands of workers 
massed in Bombay’s streets 
Friday to mourn slain trade 
union leader Dana Sumant. 
and a protest strike slowed 
traffic in India’s normally 
bustling commercial capi- 
tal. 

Samani. 65, was shot dead 
in a city suburb Thursday 
by four unidentified gun- 
men. 

Trade unions called a gen- 
eral strike to protest the 
mafia-style killing that 
rocked India's labour move- 
ment. and fuelled specula- 
tion about the role of organ- 
ised crime in Bombay. 

Police brought in rein- 
forcements to ensure 


Samant’s funeral procession 
and the strike were relative- 
ly peaceful on a day already 
marked by heightened secu- 
rity for a visit by Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda. 

Mr. Deve Gowda was to 
pay a courtesy call on Re- 
serve Bank of India Gover- 
nor Chakravarry Rangara- 
jan during his visit. 

“We are not taking any 
chances," one police source 
said. 

Samant’s bullet-ridden 
body lay on blocks of ice 
covered with flowers and 
garlands, surrounded by fa- 
mily members in the office 
where he had practiced as a 
doctor for 30 years, while 
workers filed through to pay 


their last respects. 

An unending flow of 
mourners trekked from rail- 
way stations to join hun- 
dreds of thousands of peo- 
ple. many of them wailing 
and weeping women, who 
gathered outside the office 
in Pam Nagar, a predomi- 
nantly working-class resi- 
dential urea. 

Workers carried flags sho- 
wing a rising sun over a 
clenched fist, the symbol of 
the Kamgar Aghadi (Wor- 
kers Front), the main union 
established by Samant, and 
banners lauding Samant 

"This -man has sacrificed 
everything for workers 
including his life,” one sob- 
bing worker told Reuters. 


“Dostam a fghanis ," the cur- 
rency printed by the north- 
ern warlord, and so be was 
now ruined. 

Reza, 29, who was also 
taking his family to Kabul, 
remained optimistic, saying 
he hoped to remake his for- 
tune in the capital. 

Nearly all the business- 
men in Charikar have 
downed shutters. 

Most of those left in the city 
are members of the Islamic 
militia, sporting their trade- 
mark Kalashnikov assault 
rifles or RPG -7 rocket 
launchers on their shoulders. 

For several months since 
the Taleban took the capital, 
the opposition forces have 
been on the defensive, regu- 
larly losing ground north of 
Kabul, and unable to make 
any significant gains on the 
second front in the west of 
the country, where they still 
hold sway. 

Observers say the opposi- 
tion coalition of conve- 
nience formed to deal with 
the Taleban is not function- 
ing well and is riddled with 
dissent and defections. 


Chirac 
honours 
veterans of 
Hungary’s 
1956 
uprising 


BUDAPEST (R) — French 
President Jacques Chirac, 
on a two-day state visit, 
paid tribute Thursday to 
Hungary’s failed 1956 rev- 
olution when he awarded 
medals to President Arpad 
Goncz and 12 other veter- 
ans of the uprising. 

The decorations came on 
the day Hungary’s Sup- 
reme Court made its first 
convictions of those who 
helped put down the revo- 
lution four decades ago. 

“I wish to pay homage, in 
the name of all French and 
Europeans who followed 
your insurrection with pas- 
sionate attention and impo- 
tent anger, to your courage 
and to your commitment,” 
Mr. Chirac said at the 
award ceremony. 

Several thousands Hun- 
garians were killed in fight- 
ing when Soviet troops in- 
vaded Hungary in Novem- 
ber 1956 to crush an upris- 
ing against the Hungarian 
Stalinist regime of Maty as 
Rakosi. 

Around 300 were later 
executed and hundreds 
more imprisoned, includ- 
ing Goncz himself, who 
spent six years in jail, and 
to whom Mr. Chirac gave 
France’s highest award La 
Grand Croix De La Le- 
gion D’hooneur. 

“For us to receive these 
decorations we needed to 
stay alive and in order to 
stay alive others had to 
give their lives,” Mr. 
Goncz said. 

Others decorated includ- 
ed Miklos Vasarhelyi, sec- 
retary to the revolution's 
leader Imre Nagy and Mar- 
git Nemeth, a secretary at 
the French embassy from 
1946 to 1950 who was im- 
prisoned for six years for 
refusing to spy for Hun- 
gary. 

Mr. Chirac’s awards co- 
incided with a Hungarian 
Supreme Court ruling 
Thursday that three men 
were guilty of committing 
crimes against humanity 
when they fired on demon- 
strators in December 1956 
in Salgotaijan, in northern 
Hungary, killing 47. 

The sentencing of the 
men to two years in prison 
marked the first time the 
prosecution managed to 
bring convictions to their 
final judicial stage in the 
drawn-out struggle to put 
totalitarianism's henchmen 
behind bars. 

Addressing a gathering at 
Budapest’s parliament 
soon after his arrival Mr. 
Chirac set the year 2000 as 
a target date for Hungary's 
accession to the European 
Union, saying it was a 
question of “Political will.” 



Comedian Bill Cosby (right), his wife Camille (left, with back to camera) and an 
unidentified woman (centre) sit in their car as they left their New York apartment en 
route to Los Angeles following the murder of their 27 year old son, Ennis William 
Cosby, on a California Freeway Thursday (Reuter photo) 


Police seek killer of Bill Cosby’s son 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Police were search- 
ing Friday for a lone gunman who killed the 
only son of comedian Bill Cosby as he 
changed a tire alongside a southern 
California freeway. 

The murder of Ennis William Cosby in 
the early hours of Thursday in the chic Bel- 
Air neighbourhood sent shockwaves 
through Hollywood and sparked an out- 
pouring of sympathy for his father — one 
of the entertainment industry’s most 
beloved figures. 

The body of Cosby's 27-year-old son was 
found in a pool of blood beside his dark 
green Mercedes car by a woman who con- 
tacted police. 

The identity of the woman, seen in televi- 
sion footage wearing a fur coat and high- 
heeled shoes, was being protected by 
police, since she was believed to be the only 
witness to the killin g near an off-ramp on 
the usually busy San Diego Freeway. 

Los Angeles Police, who have been heav- 
ily criticised recently for the handling of 
high-profile crimes, including the O.J. 
Simpson double murder case, said the sus- 
pect was a white man and that robbery 
appeared to be the motive. 

Bill Cosby and his wife Camille, who also 
have four daughters, were in New York 
when their son was killed. 

The taping of his CBS series Cosby was 
put on hold at a New York studio and 
Cosby, his wife and some family members, 
left Manhattan later Thursday. 

Police said earlier Thursday that Cosby 
intended to fly to Los Angeles, but his pub- 
licist, David Brokaw, later denied that and 
indicated that funeral plans had not yet been 
made. 

“Sure he’s angry about it. How could he 
not be?” Mr. Brokaw said, describing a call 
he made to New York to tell the 59-year-old 
comedian of his son’s murder. 

“He was my hero/' was all Cosby could 
tell reporters as he ducked inside his home 
on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. 

But in a written statement, Cosby said: 
"Our hearts go out to each and every fami- 


ly that such an incident occurs to. This is a 
life experience that’s truly difficult to 
share." 

Cosby appealed to police to do "anything 
possible" to catch the killer, said Cmdr. Tim 
McBride, a police spokesman. 

Hollywood meanwhile opened up with 
expressions of sympathy for one of the 
most popular personalities on television. 

“He's devastated by this. He knew this kid 
since he was bom,” said a spokesman for 
actor Robert Culp, who was Bill Cosby's 
co-star on the 1960's TV show I Spy. 

Malcolm-Jamal Warner, who played 
Cosby’s son Theo Huxtable on The Cosby 
Show, the hit NBC series that ran from 
19S4 to 1992. said simply: “He was my 
friend and I loved him." 

Singer-dancer Rita Moreno, a neighbour 
of the Cosby s in Pacific Palisades, said 
“I’m devastated. I think it’s so sad.” 

The younger Cosby overcame dyslexia to 
earn a master's degree in special education 
at Columbia University's Teachers College 
in 1995 and was studying for his doctorate, 
college spokesman Roy Campbell said. 

He spent his last day at the New York col- 
lege on Dec. IS tutoring a young boy with 
learning disabilities and was due to return 
next week when classes resume, Mr. 
Campbell said. 

Civil rights leader Jesse Jackson said he 
had spoken to the Cosbys and issued an 
appeal on their behalf asking for ‘’dignity’’ 
in news coverage of the killing. 

“The Cosbys are pleading to let our sense 
of dignity prevail This is a time of tragic 
loss which diminishes us alL” Rev. Jackson 
said. 

Rev. Jackson appealed to news organisa- 
tions not to fan racial fears by mentioning 
the suspect was a white man. He also said 
the family had approached several TV sta- 
tions asking them to stop broadcasting 
graphic footage of Ennis Cosby’s body. 

"We urge all people to honour the fami- 
ly’s prayer to maintain a sense of dignity 
and to let jurisprudence run its course,” 
Rev. Jackson said. 


Kohl criticised for shunning Lebed 


BONN (R) — General 
Alexander Lebed may not 
be Germany's idea of the 
perfect Russian president 
but he is a potential leader 
whom Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl should not have 
shunned, commentators and 
politicians said Thursday. 

On the third day of a trip 
intended to introduce him- 
self to Germany as a poten- 
tial successor to the ailing 
Boris Yeltsin, Gen. Lebed 
met party leaders and for- 
eign policy experts, and was 
due to address his second 
gathering of industrialists. 

Gen. Lebed, easily Rus- 
sia's most popular politi- 
cian. has been welcomed 
warmly, but ignored by the 
government and by Mr. 
Kohl, a staunch supporter of 
Mr. Yeltsin who declined to 
weave protocol to receive a 
man with no political office. 

The remaining establish- 
ment has found plenty to 
criticise in Gen. Lebed's 
. comments. It has also found 
a formidable politician in 
the ex-paratroop general 
?who came a strong third in 
last year's Russian election 
but has almost no foreign 


political experience. 

“We can’t choose the peo- 
ple who have leading posi- 
tions in Russia, but we have 
to deal with them,” said 
Karsten Voigt, foreign poli- 
cy spokesman of the oppo- 
sition Social Democrats. 

Bonn’s General-Anzeiger 
daily said Gen. Lebed had 
been too keen to use his trip 
to score points at home, but 
that Mr. Yeltsin’s frailty was 
inescapable. 

“For that reason Bonn 
must find a more relaxed at- 
titude to dealing with (Yel- 
tsin's) democratic rivals/' it 
said. 

The Mannheimer Morgen 
went further “Helmut Kohl 
has no desire to receive the 
former security adviser of 
his pal Boris. The chancel- 
lor doesn’t want to accept 
the fact that the Yeltsin era 
is slowly ending." 

It contrasted what it saw 
as Mr. Kohl’s exaggerated 
loyalty with the attitude of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
who has invited Mr. Lebed 
to his forthcoming inaugu- 
ration in Washington. 

Gen. Lebed has failed to 
convince commentators that 


be has an effective remedy 
to Russia’s economic and 
social crisis, but has given 
the impression that he takes 
Western and German con- 
cerns seriously. 

He earned few plaudits for 
setting out a vision of eco- 
nomic revival based on state 
control of consumer goods 
and a state monopoly of for- 
eign trade, as well as scepti- 
cism towards the remedies 
of the International Mone- 
tary Fund. 

Mr. Voigt told Southwest 
German Radio that Gen. 
Lebed had ideas “which he 
probably thinks are to do 
with a market economy but 
in fact are really about a 
new leadership steering the 
whole thing in a more hon- 
est direction.” 

“Those are words that cer- 
tainly sound good but don’t 
contain much in the way of 
a big idea.” 

He said Gen. Lebed’s vi- 
sion of democracy was a par- 
ticularly authoritarian one, 
but praised him for at least 
showing flexibility in defend- 
• ing Russia's opposition to an 
eastward enlargement of the 
Western NATO alliance. 


China-backed newspapers slam 
Patten on Hong Kong scandal 


HONG KONG (R) — China’s propaganda 
organs in Hong Kong Friday hit out at 
British colonial Governor Chris Patten. 
Beijing’s nemesis, for his handling of a 
growing political scandal over a top official 
ousted last July. 

“How can someone, who is not chosen by 
the Hong Kong people, and taking a hand- 
some salary from Hong Kong public coffers 
while not paying a cent of tax. make judg- 
ments on civil servants’ integrity?” the 
China-controlled daily Ta Kung Pao said. 

Mr. Patten, who infuriated China with his 
democratic reforms in 1992 and has sparred 
constantly with Beijing, Thursday denied a 
cover-up and attributed the removal of for- 
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Bomb kills 
12 in 
Algeria; 
troops 
battle rebels 


PARIS (R) — A powerful 
bomb ripped through a 
crowded car market near 
Algiers Thursday, killing at 
least 12 people and Wound- 
ing about 100, some, seri- 
ously, according to hospital 
sources. 

Medical sources said 
more than 100 wounded 
people had been taken to 
several hospitals, including 
In Boufarik, Blida and 
Algiers. 

The bomb went off just 
hours after gunfire blasted 
the heart of Algiers in what 
residents said was a battle 
between security forces 
and Muslim rebels trapped M 
there. ® 

"According to a provi- 
sional toll (the bomb) 
killed 12 people and woun- 
ded several, some of whom 
are in a serious condition,” 
Algerian security forces 
said. 

Car markets, mainly sell- 
ing second-hand cars, at- 
tract thousands of people, 
often in family groups with 
children, during the Alger- 
ian weekend of Thursday 
and Friday. 

Boufarik. known as a 
haunt of Muslim funda- 
mentalists trying to over- 
throw the government of 
President Liamine Zeroual, 
lies some 30 kilometres 
south of Algiers. 

The bomb exploded at 10 
a.m. (0900 GMT), in appa- 
rent challenge to Mr. Zer- 
oual ’s statement Wednes- 
day to the cabinet, his first 
this year, that ’‘terrorism , 
will be fought with deter- 
mination and the state will 
keep its pledges...” 

Mr. Zeroual ’s remarks 
were his first on “terror- 
ism” this year which has 
been marked by more rebel 
attacks against villages, 
and by bombings, mostly 
in Algiers and surrounding 
towns. More than 300 peo- 
ple have been killed since 
early November. 

Early this week, the bod- 
ies of five girls, their 
throats cut, were found in 
Chebli village near Algiers. 

The discovery was made 
the same day villagers were 
burying 14 people in neigh- 
bouring Tabainat village. 

All died the same violent 
way. 

Thursday's security force 
statement on Algeria’s offi- 
cial news agency APS did 
not indicate who the autho- 
rities believed responsible 
for the Boufarik bomb, the /£ 
third in eight days. But 
they have blamed previous 
such attacks on the Muslim 
rebels. 

The security forces, ac- 
cording to diplomats and 
subsequent newspaper re- 
ports unchallenged by the 
authorities, frequently un- 
derstate the numbers killed 
or wounded. 

Two bomb attacks eight 
days ago killed 20 people 
and wounded more than 
100 In Algiers and Ain- 
Fakroun town, 380 kilome- 
tres, east of the city. At 
least 1,400 people have 
died in bomb attacks in the 
past five years. 

On the authorities*' side, 
Algerian security forces 
swept Wednesday night in- 
to the heights of the Cas- 
bah. the ancient heart of the 
old city overlooking the # 
Mediterranean, to try to eli- 
minate about 12 guerrillas 
holed up there. 

Residents said the forces, 
deployed near the Gendar- 
merie Headquarters, were 
backed by crack troops sent 
in three hours after the bat- 
tle started at about 7 n .m. 
1.1800 GMT). 

“We then heard explo- 
sions, apparently grenades 
thrown by security forces 
*nto the gunmen's hide- 
out. ’ said one resident. 

Sporadic gunfire and ex- 
plosions could be heard 
until 2 ajn. (0100 GMT) 
Thursday, the residents 
said. 

Algerian authorities have *• 
made no statement on the 
clash. 

Security forces have sev- 
eral times ringed and £ 
combed the Casbah and 
killed dozens of guerrillas 
in its winding streets in the 
past three vears. 
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World News 



Sofia's university students run during a protest march through the city centre Thursday. Pressure mounted on 
Bulgaria's embatted ruling party after 10 days of street protest as an opinion poll put public support for the party 
at just eight per cent (Reuter photo) 

New protests pile pressure on Bulgaria Socialists 


SOFIA fR) — Fresh strikes 
and rallies piled pressure 
on Bulgaria’s ruling Socia- 
lists Thursday but they 
seemed no closer to agree- 
ment Svith the opposition on 
forming a new government. 

As J protests fuelled by 
economic hardship went 
into their 1 1th day, four 
leading" reformists left the 
parry and an opinion poll 
put public support for the 
Socialists at just eight per 
cent : 

* Schools, hospitals and 
factories held protests rang- 
ing from one-hour warning 
strikes and rallies to symbol 
Be wearing of blue protest 
"ribbons. Some workers at 
the Stomana Steelworks in 
Feniik,. near Sofia, stopped 
work for an hour and held a 

'."1WD V students 
“ marked just the presidency 
in their daily protest. Presi- 
dent Zhelyu Zhelev, a 
staundh critic of the Socia- 
lists, ’came out to shake their 
handrf and invited student 
leaders in for talks. 

Soiiie 15,000 people, more 
than. Wednesday, attended a 


rally and concert outside So- 
fia's gold-domed cathedral. 

“I can promise you that 
we will never again allow 
another Socialist govern- 
ment to rule this country be- 
cause we do not want chaos 
to prevail over democracy 
any more.*' Nedezhda Mi- 
hailova. of the opposition 
Union of Democratic For- 
ces (UDF). told them. 

A march and rally in the 
government stronghold of 
Kozloduy won scant sup- 
port from well-paid workers 
at die towns nuclear plant. 

Negotiations to allow for- 
mation of a new govern- 
ment showed no sign of 
progress. The Socialist lead- 
ership met in the afternoon, 
but UDF leader Ivan Rostov 
was in the northern town of 
Silistra to support the UDF 
candidate in a local election. 

. . . Tfre . . Socialists wan.t .. q. . 
broad-based interim gov- 
ernment of technocrats to 
rule until elections but insist 
it must be led by their nom- 
inee for premier. Interior 
Minister Nikolai Dobrev. 

Their parliamentary lea- 
der. Krassimir Premyanov. 


said on national radio that 
he hoped the so-called '‘pro- 
gramme government” 
would enjoy broad parlia- 
mentary support 

"It is of the utmost impor- 
tance to have a government 
which will continue negoti- 
ations with the (Internatio- 
nal National Monetary' 
Fund) IMF as soon as pos- 
sible and technically such a 
government would achieve 
this fastest," he said. “In 
this crisis, Bulgaria cannot 
be ruled by a single party. 

But reformists Andrei 
Raichev, Rossen Karadi- 
mov, Dimitar Yonchev and 
Andrei Bundjulov said they 
were leaving the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party (BSP) be- 
cause it bad failed to adapt 
to the demands of the post- 
Communist era. 

“1 thihk all the people in 
the. streets have a right to 
protest because the BSP 
made too many mistakes. 
We think the best option for 
Bulgaria is immediate elec- 
tions and no interim govern- 
ment.” Mr. Yonchev said. 

The UDF says it is ready 
for talks but does not want a 


new Socialist government 
to be formed from the pre- 
sent parliament, implying 
elections sooner than the 
government suggestion of 
polls by December, a year 
ahead of schedule. 

An opinion poll by the 
MBMD polling agency, pub- 
lished in the daily Novinar. 
said that while the Socialists’ 
support had fallen drastically, 
UDF support bad not 
changed since November's 
presidential elections. 

“This supports the thesis 
that the people are on the 
streets not 1 for political mo- 
tives but for purely econom- 
ic ones," said MBMD Di- 
rector Mira Yanova. 

The Socialists won par- 
liamentary elections in De- 
cember 1994 but opposition 
lawyer Petar Stoyanov was 
elected president last No- 
vember. He will be sworn in 
Sunday and formally takes 
office Wednesday. 

Mr. Zhelev has refused to 
ask them to form a new go- 
vernment in the present at- 
mosphere. The task is likely 
to be handed on to Mr. Sto- 
yanov next week. 


Clinton discusses NATO, Russia with key advisers 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton and 
his foreign policy advisers 
held talks Thursday on his 
second-term strategic goal 
of expanding NATO and 
placating an angry Russia. 

White House spokesman 
Mike MeCurry said the 
hour-long meeting was the 
first in a series of foreign 
policy meetings Mr Clinton 
will hold in coming weeks 
on U.S. global strategy. 
".The group, including Sec- 
retary " of State-Designate 
Madeleine Albright and top 
National Security Council 
officials, heard a report 
from deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott, who 
returned Wednesday night 
from a tour of European ca- 
pitals to discuss NATO. 

Mr. Talbott made quick 
visits this week to London. 
Brussels. Paris and Bonn, 
where he reviewed NATO’s 
agenda in detail. 

Leaders of 16 NATO 
couutries are to meet in 
Madrid on July S-9 to for- 
mally invite some of the for- 
merly Communist countries 


in Eastern Europe, most of 
which were once members 
of the Soviet-led Warsaw 
Pact, to join the Western 
alliance. 

Hungary, Poland and the 
Czech Republic are consid- 
ered the front-runners, but 
Romania and Slovenia are 
also being discussed for ear- 
ly admittance. 

Alliance officials also 
want to negotiate a special 
charter with Moscow that 
would ensure Russia did not 
feel excluded from the new 
Europe ran security struc- 
tures but was engaged in a 
close and cooperative rela- 
tionship with NATO. 

Russia is vehemently op- 
posed to enlarging NATO to 
include former Soviet Bloc 
countries, insisting this 
would threaten its security 
and create new divisions in 
Europe. 

The Washington Post said 
die United Slates and its Eu- 
ropean allies had decided to 
offer a fresh package of in- 
centives to soften Russian 
antagonism towards NATO 
expansion. 


It said the inducements 
would include new flexibil- 
ity on arms control prob- 
lems, greater economic as- 
sistance and a special con- 
sultative status. 

Russia wants a role in 
NATO decision-making. 

While not confirming the 
report. National Security 
Adviser-Designate Samuel 
Berger said the United 
States and its allies were 
discussing ways to let Rus- 
sia consult on NATO opera- 
tions in the same way 
NATO and Russia worked 
together toward achieving 
peace in Bosnia. 

“We’re talking about 
some type of consultative 
mechanism that would not 
give them veto power over 
NATO decisions but. partic- 
ularly with respect to NATO 
operations in which they 
might be engaged, an op- 
portunity to be part of that 
consultative process," Mr. 
Berger told network radio 
reporters. 

NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana is to open 
charter negotiations Mon- 


day with Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Prima- 
kov. The behind-the-scenes 
activity is taking place as 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin makes a slow recov- 
ery from heart bypass sur- 
gery. 

Mr. Clinton and his top 
aides have identified six 
strategic global priorities 
for his second term, which 
begins formally Monday 
when he takes his oath of 
office. 

At the top of the list is 
how to make Europe an un- 
divided continent at peace 
from London to the Urals. 

Mr. MeCurry said the 
advisers at their meeting 
were not reaching conclu- 
sions but were engaged in 
long-range thinking. 

“There are a lot of ques- 
tions related to the funire of 
NATO, the future of some 
of the efforts to relieve eth- 
nic tensions, matters as 
complicated as the Northern 
Ireland peace process to 
Cyprus,” he said. 
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India accuses Pakistan of Unfriendly act’ 


NEW DELHI iR) — India 
accused Pakistan Thursday 
of committing an “unfriend- 
ly act” by sending remoie- 
■«Mitrolled‘‘ aircraft into In- 
dian air space and sum- 
moned Us ambassador to 
lodge a strong protest. 

.Pakistan denied any such 
intrusions. 

The ■ Indian Defence Mi- 
nistry said the airforce was 
studying a video film of the 
small, pilotless aircraft 
which authorities said 
crossed into the Western 
state of Gujarat from Pa- 
kistan Wednesday. 

. The air force found pieces 
Thursday of some of the 
missiles that were fired at 
the drone but no trace of the 
aircraft, the Defence Minis- 
try said in a statement. It did 
not say how many aircraft 


nor what types of missiles 
were involved. 

A ministry spokesman 
said the Foreign Ministry 
summoned Pakistan High 
Commissioner (Ambassa- 
dor) Riaz Khokhar. 

“The Ministry of External 
Affairs has lodged a strong 
protest regarding these in- 
trusions with the Pakistan 
High Commissioner this 
evening,” the Defence Mi- 
nistry said. 

“Pakistan authorities have 
been advised that India 
views this as an unfriendly 
act and such intrusions must 
cease immediately," it said. 

Pakistan said no pilotless 
aircraft of its armed forces 
had crossed into Indian air 
space or had been fired on 
by the -lndian Air Force. 

“There is no truth in this 


allegation " a Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman in Isla- 
mabad said. "There was no 
such plane and the incident 
has nothing to do with Pa- 
kistan." 

It was not known if Wed- 
nesday's aircraft, called a 
remotely piloted vehicle 
(RPV),'had been hit. the 
Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said. 

“There have been some 
intrusions in the last couple 
of days in the Southwest Air 
Command region by re- 
motely controlled, pilotless 
aircraft.” the spokesman 
said 

“We believe this is the 
first occasion such aircraft 
have been involved in such 
incidents.” 

Indian forces in the region 
of the suspected intrusion 


near Bhuj Airport. 300 kilo- 
metres from the Gujarat 
state capital of Ahmedabad. 
bad been put on alert and 
were searching for the air- 
craft , the defence spokes- 
man said. 

But ravines and sandy ter- 
rain in the region, located 
between Bombay and Kara- 
chi near (he Arabian Sea, 
were hindering efforts to 
find debris, the ministry 
said. 

The film of the pilotless 
aircraft was being examin- 
ing at air force headquarters 
in New Delhi. 

“This would help the air 
force in assessing the di- 
mension, speed and other 
characteristics of the air- 
craft," the Defence Ministry 
said. 
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Serbian opposition sees 
Milosevic out this year 


ROME (R) — Opposition 
leader Vuk Draskovic said 
Friday he believed Serbian 
President Slobodan Milose- 
vic would be out of power 
by the end of the year and 
urged the West to raise the 
pressure ou him to reinstate 
annulled elections. 

In an interview in Rome, 
where he and co-leaders of 
the Zajedno (Together) 
Coalition were meeting 
Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini, Mr. Drasko- 
vic said Mr. Milosevic had 
lost majority support in Ser- 
bia and was acting like a 
dictator. 

T am quite sure this is the 
last year of Mr. Milosevic’s 
rule in Serbia,” Mr. Drasko- 
vic told Reuters Television. 

“Very many people are 
against Milosevic. The ma- 
jority of people are against 
Milosevic.” he said. 

Zajedno has staged 60 
days of protests on the 
streets of Belgrade to try to 
force Mr. Milosevic and his 
ruling Socialist Party (SPS) 
to recognise opposition vic- 
tories in local elections in 


the capital and elsewhere in 
Serbia on Nov. 17. 

Their protests are the 
biggest challenge to the 10- 
year rule of Mr. Milosevic, 
who called Thursday for 
economic reforms in Serbia 
but maintained his silence 
on the vote fraud. 

The 54-nation Organisa- 
tion for Security* and Coo- 
peration in Europe (OSCE) 
said in Vienna Thursday 
that Mr. Milosevic should 
stop making piecemeal con- 
cessions to the opposition 
and should respect their vic- 
tories. 

The European Parliament 
in Strasbourg also passed a 
resolution saying the Euro- 
pean Union and its individ- 
ual member countries 
should freeze relations with 
Serbia until democracy has 
been established there. 

But Mr. Draskovic said he 
was unimpressed by inter- 
national action so far. 

“I am not quite salisified 
with international pressure 
because that pressure is not 
very effective,” he said. 

He said it was the duty of 


the major powers which 
obtained Mr. Milosevic’s 
signature to the 1995 
Dayton Accords that ended 
the war in Bosnia to make 
sure he respected the com- 
mitments made in the 
agreement to fostering de- 
mocracy in the region. 

Mr. Draskovic said recog- 
nition of the Nov. 1 7 results 
was the “condition of all 
conditions.” He urged Mr. 
Milosevic’s isolation bur 
stopped short of calling for 
a resumption of internation- 
al economic sanctions 
against Serbia. 

“Against Mr. Milosevic 
and his mafia, yes. Not 
against our state and people 
because the people are suf- 
fering too much. The big- 
gest sanction... against Ser- 
bia is Mr. Milosevic and his 
dictatorship." Mr. Drasko- 
vic said. 

Electoral commissions in 
Belgrade and Nis. Serbia's 
second city, have ordered 
the opposition victories res- 
tored, but Socialist hardlin- 
ers say they will challenge 
this. 


Mr. Draskovic and Zajed- 
no co-leaders Zoran Djin- 
djic and Vesna Pesic flew to 
Rome from Belgrade Thur- 
sday night in an official go- 
vernment plane for Friday’s 
meeting with Mr. Dini. 

It was not clear what con- 
crete action on the Serbian 
crisis might emerge from 
the talks, which some diplo- 
mats said appeared to 
amount to a fence-mending 
exercise by Italy. 

Mr. Dini claimed credit 
last month for obtaining an 
undertaking from Mr. Milo- 
sevic during talks in Bel- 
grade to allow an OSCE 
mission led by former Spa- 
nish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez to visit Serbia and 
investigate the polls. It 
found the opposition won. 

Mr. Dini. however, an- 
gered Zajedno during the 
same visit when he said 
reinstatement of the disput- 
ed election result*! was not 
“on the cards” as a basis for 
dialogue with Mr. Milose- 
vic. 


Bomb blast kills businessman, 
injures another in central Moscow 


NATO sees 
Russia, 
enlargement 
key to July 
summit 

VIENNA (R) — North At- 
lantic Treaty Organisastion 
(NATO! aims to lay the 
groundwork for enlarge- 
ment, closer ties with Rus- 
sia and a new command 
structure ahead of an al- 
liance summit in Madrid in 
July. Secretary-General Ja- 
vier Solana said . 

“These are the three key 
vectors of NATO’s trans- 
formation. Up to now they 
have been developing in 
parallel. Our aim is to 
make them converge by 
the time of the summit in 
July," said Mr. Solana. who 
is on an official visit to 
Vienna, the first by a 
NATO secretary-general to 
neutral Austria. 

In a speech to the Asso- 
ciation of Austrian Indus- 
trialists, the former Spa- 
nish foreign minister 
sought to allay Russian 
fears of isolation and said 
he hoped eastward enlarge- 
ment would be accompa- 
nied by historic new pacts 
with Russia and Ukraine. 

“Any sober assessment 
of Russia's national inter- 
est leads one to the conclu- 
sion that a privileged rela- 
tionship with the new 
NATO serves the new Rus- 
sia better than a grudging 
retreat into self-isolation," 
he said. 

“I am confident that this 
analysis will ultimately 
carry the day in Moscow 
and that by the summit we 
will have entered into a 
new, durable relationship," 
he added. 

Mr. Solana visits Mos- 
cow Monday for talks with 
Russian leaders. 

He said the 16-member 
alliance also hoped to for- 
malise its relationship with 
the Ukraine ahead of the 
July summit, which would 
contribute to greater Euro- 
pean security. 

“An enhanced relation- 
ship between NATO and 
Ukraine will help Ukraine 
to assume its rightful place 
as a confident partner and 
neighbour.” 

Mr. Solana reaffirmed 
NATO's commitment to 
enlargement to include for- 
mer Warsaw Pact nations 
and said the organisation 
would invite the first coun- 
tries to begin accession ne- 
gotiations in July, with a 
view to joining by 1999. 

“It is our historic obliga- 
tion to respond to the new 
democracies of Central and 
Eastern Europe... They 
deserve to be given the same 
chance that Western Europe 
was given after the second 
world war,” he said. 

NATO’s expansion would 
create the need for a stronger 
partnership for peace to in- 
volve countries that re- 
mained outside the organisa- 
tion, Mr. Solana continued. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
bomb killed a businessman 
and injured another person 
Friday outside a building 
housing offices and a police 
station in central Moscow. 

The bomb, apparently ra- 
dio-controlled. exploded at 
0820 GMT in a courtyard 
by an office building on 
Mantulinskaya Street, in the 
Krasnopresnenskaya dis- 
trict, Ministry of Emergen- 
cies spokesman Ivan Chi- 
gogidze told. 

" the blast killed Gennady 
Dzhen, 35, manager of the 
firm Roskontraktpostavka. 
who had just got out of his 
Range Rover vehicle and 
was about to enter the buil- 
ding, Mr. Chigogidze said. 

At least one of Dzhen’s 
bodyguards was injured and 
was rushed to hospital, but 
no passers-by were hurt. 

The bomb, which shat- 
tered the windows of the 
four-storey building, ap- 
peared to have been placed 
in a gutter near the ent- 
rance, the spokesman ad- 
ded. 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean police Friday tightened 
a security noose around a 
Seoul cathedral where a top 
strike leader was hiding 
from arrest, and the ruling 
camp scorned a dramatic 
offer by the fugitive for a 
televised debate. 

Special force officers 
trained in unarmed combat 
guarded approaches to 
Myongdong Cathedral, 
while police checked cars 
approaching the building. 

The so-called “grabbers” 
— hardened by. years of 
street fighting — are dep- 
loyed during riots to rush 
into crowds and make ar- 
rests. 

South Korea's Roman 
Catholic cardinal appealed 
to President Kim Young- 
Sam during a meeting to 
“resolve the current situa- 
tion with dialogue." a presi- 
dential spokesman said. 

Strike leader Kwon 
Young-Kil. president of the 
outlawed Korean Confede- 
ration of Trade Unions, 
challenged the chairman of 
the New Korean Party to a 
public debate over the new 
labour law that has sparked 
more than three weeks of 
stoppages. 

He was taking up a sug- 
gestion by Mr. Lee for a 
televised, round-table dis- 
cussion between New 
Korea Party leaders and 
unspecified union heads. 

Mr. Kwon called on party 
Chairman Lee Hong-Koo to 
personally square - off with 
him on camera. He also said 
the government must guar- 
antee his safety from arrest. 

The New Korea Party 
spumed the offer on the 


most naked in the middle of 
the courtyard, legs covered 
in blood and head shrouded 
by some cloth, an AFP cor- 
respondent reported. 

Police began checking 
parked cars and examining 
the debris on the scene, but 
refused any immediate 
comment. 

Interfax news agency said 
that according to prelimi- 
nary evidence, the bomb 
was equivalent to half a 
kilogramme of TNT. 

Witnesses said they were 
convinced the bomb had 
targetted the businessman, 
'whose offices were on the 
ground floor. 

“It was a shady compa- 
ny.” said Valya Ivanova, 45. 
a doorkeeper at the office 
building. 

The company's offices 
were “bristling with cam- 
eras — they didn’t even let 
their own drivers enter," she 
said. | 

“I know all the other firms 
in this courtyard but I’ve 
never managed to find out 
what that one was doing." 

All the windows of the 


grounds that Mr. Kwon was 
a fugitive, and called on 
unions to put forward more 
suitable candidates. 

“Even for a television de- 
bate, the law should be ob- 
served.” a New Korea Party 
statement said. “There can- 
not be guarantees of safety 
for people who have legal 
problems." 

Mr. Kwon and six 
deputies were all evading 
arrest in a ramshackle tent 
on the grounds of Myong- 
dong, directing industrial 
action with portable tele- 
phones. 

But the strikes have 
wound down and there were 
now just pockets of worker 
resistance. 

The Labour Ministry said 
strikes were tapering off, 
with only 57,320 workers at 
4S companies involved. The 
confederation put the figure 
at up to 200,000 and vowed 
to continue partial strikes in 
public services and manu- 
facturing. 

Seoul stocks fell 1.5 per 
cent to 701.18 in afternoon 
trading on profit-taking af- 
ter rallying for two straight 
days on relief that the 
strikes were fizzling. 

Mr. Kwon had insisted 
that a debate did not imply 
his union was seeking dia- 
logue over the law, which 
allows companies to lay off 
workers, replace strikers 
and extend work hours. 

Wrangling over the debate 
indicated both sides were 
jockeying for position in a 
battle for public opinion. 

Public support for the 
government was wavering, 
with many commentators 
comparing President Kim 


office building, one wing of 
which housed a police sta- 
tion, were shattered, but 
other damage was slight. 

Despite a calm appear- 
ance. Ms. Ivanova said 
there was “shooting ail the 
time" in the district. 

Contract killings by crim- 
inal gangs targeting busi- 
nessmen, especially ban- 
kers. have risen sharply in 
Russia since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. 

However, at u news con- 
ference Friday, Russian In- 
terior Minister Anatoly Ku- 
likov said the number of 
murders in Russia fell be- 
low 301000 in 1996 for the 
first time for several years. 

He said 29.700 murders 
were committed last year — 
10,600 fewer than in 1995. 

“That is the main positive 
result for last year,” Mr. 
Kulikov said. 

Police resolved 100.000 
more crimes in 1996 than in 

1995, but out of 450 con- 
tract killings carried out in 

1996, in only 60 cases were 
the culprits identified. 


Young-Sam to past strong- 
man rulers for the way leg- 
islation that transforms 
South Korea's industrial 
landscape was rammed 
through parliament. 

The law was passed in a 
dawn sirting of parliament 
on Dec. 26 while opposition 
deputies slept. 

A tough and inflexible 
posture on the bill has cost 
the government sympathy 
at home and triggered oppo- 
sition by world labour 
organisations. 

In what is widely viewed 
as an ominous warning of a 
crackdown, authorities have 
linked labour strife to North 
Korea and produced Com- 
munist propaganda from 
Pyongyang they say is cir- 
culating among strikers. 

The two Koreas have 
been technically at war 
since their 1950-53 conflict 
ended in a truce. 

International labour orga- 
nisations maintain the new 
law curbs worker rights to 
freedom of association by 
allowing the Federation of 
Korean Trade Unions to re- 
tain its monopoly on union 
representation until 2000. 

Ten leaders of trade union 
organisations from around 
the world are to due to 
arrive next week to replace 
four others who were hus- 
tled out Thursday. 

South Korea’s immigra- 
tion chief said the 10 would 
be allowed in, but warned 
they would be deponed if 
they took pan in strike- 
related protests. 

r>. 


The man’s body lay al- 

Special forces ring Seoul 
cathedral, pressure unions 
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More concern for 
the environment 

A FEW years ago, the government came up 
with a slogan ‘‘Green Jordan by the year 2000.'” 
But three years before the turn of the century, 
we remain decades away from meeting that slo- 
gan. Jordan is not in any significant way green- 
er than it was when the slogan was articulated. 
And it does not look that the landscape of the 
country will be much greener by the year 2000. 

On Wednesday the country marked Arbor 
Day with tree planting ceremonies. This is an 
effort that cannot but be recognised. But it can- 
not be on its own what will make the desert 
bloom any time soon. Much more is needed, 
and not just in planting new trees but in pre- 
serving the already Existing ones. 

The dry nature of most of the country renders 
the effort to plant more trees a difficult task. 
The average rainfall, which probably has been 
decreasing over the years, does not help the 
agricultural sector in Jordan. Efforts to make 
Jordan green should therefore be guided by sci- 
entific studies that specify where and what to 
plant and not just on Arbor Day. 

But the focus should be on preserving the 
greenery that already exists. Urban expansion, 
which has eaten up much of the fertile lands of 
the country, should be checked. The law should 
find a way of cushioning the impact of this 
expansion on the greenery of the country. The 
cutting dow n of trees, which is banned by law, 
should be curbed more vigourously and only 
allowed when it is an absolute necessity. It takes 
years to grow a new' tree. But ail it takes is some 
more caution to preserve a living one. 

There is a lack of that caution in dealing with 
environmental preservation in general. Even 
though the law prescribes some effective mech- 
anisms for fighting pollution and preserving a 
clean and healthy environment, violations are 
registered by the day. Those violations should 
be stopped and the law enforced more effec- 
tively before it is amended to take note of new 
environmental hazards that came with more 
urbanism and industrialisation. 

While pollution could be clearly observed in 
a clear morning in downtown Amman, its levels 
are not alarming yet. Stricter environmental 
laws and more concern for the environment by 
the government and the people alike can still 
save our air and land, our health and our 
future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE SIGNING of the agreement on the redeployment 
of Israeli troops in the Hebron area can by no means 
signal the end of the Palestinian people's struggle to 
achieve freedom but rather it is a step forward on the 
long way for liberation, said a writer for A1 Ra'i daily. 
The agreement, coming after long months of strenuous 
negotiations, does not mean that Israeli -Palestinian 
relations are excellent: rather, it marks the beginning of 
strenuous efforts towards paving the way for a lasring 
settlement of the Palestine problem, said columnist 
Meem. The writer said that the agreement, which has 
opened the way for negotiations on the final settlement, 
should be implemented in the Letter and spirit and must 
he binding to the Israelis whose forces should have 
redeployed last Match. He said that in the coming 
stage, the Palestinian leadership will be in need of full 
backing and support from the Arab countries, particu- 
larly from Egypt and Jordan, and continued pressure 
form the world community so that the Hebron agree- 
ment will he executed and the negotiations on the final 
settlement become successful. 

A WRITER for AI Dustour criticised the parliament 
deputies who attacked Jordan Television for presenting 
celebrations. Jordan and from around the world, mark- 
ing the New Year, 1997. Mohammad Kawash said that 
the fierce attack on television by a number of deputies 
was unjustified, especially as parliament members 
realise too well that, compared to other television ser- 
vices, Jordan Television seems to be very conservative 
and its programmes are very carefully* selected. The 
writer stud that the citizens of Jordan, like other people 
around the world, have the right to rejoice and to cele- 
brate the occasion which marks the start of a new year 
which they hope will bring them happiness and better 
and more prosperous days ahead, and therefore, the 
attack on the television station which reflected this joy 
is unjustified by any standard. The writer said the New 
Year’s celebrations presented the opposition in parlia- 
ment with an opportunity for waging a fresh attack on 
the government with the purpose of achieving other 
ends. 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Jordanian Perspective ■ 

Israeli withdrawal from Hebron does not 
mark the end of the road; King’s mediation 
exemplifies Jordan’s regional role 


FINALLY Israeli troops have withdrawn from Hebron and 
Palestinian authorities have taken control of the volatile West 
Bank town after six months of stagnation in the Middle East 
peace process and fears that the achievements in Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations since October 1991 had been shattered. 

Was Palestinian control over Hebron an end in itself? Does it 
mean that the Palestinians and the Arab World at large can now 
take it easy and rely on Israel to fulfil the rest of its commitments 
of the Olso accords? 

Definitely not. If anything, it is time for the Palestinians and 
the rest fcf Arabs to work hard and convince Israel, through what- 
ever diplomatic means possible, that with the Hebron hurdle 
removed from the path of negotiations the focus should be on 
final status talks that would determine the future of the 
Palestinian territories. 

Israel should also be told in unequivocal terms that there is no 
place for the negativism it displayed in the last six months over 
Hebron when it comes the final status talks, simply because the 
future of the Middle East depends dearly on a solution that is 
acceptable to the Palestinians i.e., an independent Palestinian 
state with Arab East Jerusalem as its capital. 

Of course, Israel also has to evacuate the Syrian and Lebanese 
territories it occupies before comprehensive peace could take 
hold in the region, but we leave it to Damascus and Beirut to 
work out their own strategies to secure their rights. But they can 
count on Jordanian support for reaching their complete, legiti- 
mate, rights and their strategies in negotiations with Israel. 

We in Jordan are jubilant that the Hebron hurdle has been 
removed from the Israeli -Palestinian negotiations. The deal 
might not have been the best, but then we see the Israeli rede- 
ployment in Hebron simply as an interim arrangement pending 
the final status negotiations. Equally important is the fact that the 
accord over Hebron is the first between the hardline Likud-led 
government and the Palestinians within the context of the Oslo 
agreements and, as such and in all good faith, sets firmly Likud's 


acceptance of the interim autonomy deal leading to further nego- 
tiations on the final status of the Palestinian territories with the 
sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 

We in Jordan also have another strong reason to be happy over 
the Hebron agreement. The successful mediation that His 
Majesty King Hussein undertook to break the stalemate at the 
last minute — when it appeared that everything was collapsing 
with the imminent departure of U.S. special envoy Dennis Ross 
— has exemplified Jordan’s regional role. 


"... it should be clearly understood that 
the actions undertaken by Jordan are not 
simply prompted by developments from 
time to time . On the contrary , they are a 
continuation of a policy of moderation 
and farsightedness that we have been 
following for decades.” 


The Jordanian success in narrowing the gap between the Israeli 
and Palestinian positions should send a strong message to those 
who have been complaining dial Jordan was seeking to play a 
role that is bigger than itself. The Jordanian role, whether they 
like it or not, has been always there and is being strengthened and 
expanded every day, not only in the regional context but also on 
the international scene, as is reflected in the Kingdom's new- 
found status as a non-North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
ally of the U.S. and its contribution to international peacekeep- 
ing operations. 

The words of personal thanks and appreciation that the King 


received not only from the Palestinian and Israeli leaders but also 
from world leaders, such as President Bill Clinton, French 
President Jacques Chirac and West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, have pulled the rug from under the feet of those who have 
been arguing that the physical size and population of Jordan 
impose restraints on its ability to contribute to regional and inter- 
national affairs. 

The significant contribution Jordan made through His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan in shaping a new European- 
Mediterranean partnership during the recent meeting in Madrid 
speaks volumes of the important role of the Kingdom. Jordan’s 
far-sightedness and its belief in global concepts were further 
highlighted when Crown Prince Hassan pointed out to the 
Europeans that the partnership should not be limited to countries 
in the Levant but also the Gulf Arab countries, which are ah inte- 
gral part of the wider Arab region. 

•Beyond every thin g, it should be clearly understood that the 
actions undertaken by Jordan are not simply prompted by devel- 
opments from time to time. On the contrary, they are a continua- 
tion of a policy of moderation and farsightedness that we have 
been following for decades. And we are confident that the same 
policy and wise leadership would rake us into the 2 1st century 
and, as International Monetary Fund Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus recently put it, will project Jordan as a country that 
deserves not only international admiration and support but also 
respect for its well-founded approach to every issue, whether 
regional or international. 

Indeed, our immediate preoccupation is with the most impor- 
tant regional issue. Our eyes are focused on every action that 
Israel undertakes in the context of negotiations with the 
Palestinians, and the world could surely bet on Jordanian moves 
along the same lines that the King undertook last week to ensure 
the success of the negotiations in a manner that ensures justice, 
fairness and comprehensiveness. 


Netanyahu ‘must have learned to deal with 
the Palestinians as equal negotiating partners’ 


By Susan Hattis Rolef 

The writer is a political scien- 
tist. The following article is 
reprinted from The Jerusalem 
Post: 

“If it transpires that those who 
placed the charge came from 
the territory of the 
(Palestinian) Authority, we 
shall react very harshly." 

This was the premier's first 
public reaction lo last 
Thursday’s terror attack in Tel 
Aviv. 

I may be biased, but to me it 
sounded like a sigh of relief, 
like saying, “thank God. I 
might finally have an excuse 


for not signing the Hebron 
agreement — or at least for 
delaying further progress in 
the Israeli -Palestinian settle- 
menL 

As far as we know, those 
who .placed the two primitive 
charges in two waste bins near 
the old central bus station 
could have come from any- 
where. 

I, for one. would be far more 
worried if it transpired that the 
terrorist(s) came from territo- 
ries under full Israeli control, 
or from Israel proper. 

Why, after all, should Israel 
“react very harshly" if he/they 
came from the territories? 

Suppose that after Israeli 


soldier Noam Friedman shot 
Arabs in Hebron two weeks 
ago Chairman Arafat had stat- 
ed: “If it transpires that the 
man who started shooting in 
Hebron came from the . soverr 
eign territory of Israel, we 
shall react very harshly?" 

Not only (fid Friedman come 
from Israel, he came dressed 
in military uniform and toting 
a gun, both formally issued 
him by the IDF, which shouid 
never have mobilised him in 
the first place. 

Yes. we all know about 
Friedman's mental condition. 
But we should never forget 
that had the population of 
Israel been forced to live 


under the conditions endured 
by most Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
over the last 49 years, there 
would be thousands of 
Friedmans. 

Of course it is vital that our 
security forces find out who 
carried out last week’s terrorist 
act, where they came from, 
and who sent them. 

But how is this for a basic 
premise: The more people on 
both sides who accept that the 
only way we can all live 
securely in this region is as 
equals, side-by-side with each 
other, each nation in its own 
state, the smaller the number 
of potential terrorists on both 


‘With Jordanian and Egyptian support, 
the Oslo deal is finally being implemented’ 


sides will be. 

Fortunately, in the last 
decade, a majority on both 
sides seems to have accepted 
this. 

But the number on the other 
aide- who accepts, the principle 
of coexistence won’t increase 
if, every time a bomb goes of, 
we react by collectively pun- 
ishing the whole Palestinian 
population. 

There will always be some 
Palestinians — and Israelis — 
who refuse to accept compro- 
mise and coexistence, and 
both sides will always have 
their Noam Friedmans, will- 
ing to ape the ideological 
fanatics. 

While we mustn’t sit back 
and accept the inevitability of 


terrorist attacks, we should 
not forget that being tougher 
.than we already are with the 
PA and its population isn’t 
going to do away with the 
causes of terror. 

Traffic accidents claim dose 
to 600 lives here annually. In 
combating terror we must not 
seek revenge, but do like 
those who are fighting the 
accident rate and look for the 
underlying causes. 

After seven months in the 
prime minister’s office, 
Netanyahu must have learned 
that he can get much more out 
of Arafat by dealing with the 
Palestinians as equal negotiat- 
ing partners than by making 
irrelevant macho noises. 


REVIEWED BY 
ELLA NA5RALL4H 

THE LOCAL dailies last week 
gave prominence to the 
Palestinian -Israeli agreement on 
the redeployment of Israeli 
forces in Hebron. Jordan's role 
in ending the deadlock in the 
peace negotiations, pan-Arab 
affairs and domestic issues. 

The Jewish extremists' dream 
of greater Israel has finally 
ended with the signing of the 
agreement on redeployment in 
Hebron which marked a genuine 
victory for die peace camp, said 
Miifid Nahleh. a writer for A1 
Ra'i daily. 

With Jordanian and Egyptian 
support for the Palestinian rights 
and with international pressure 
exercised on the Likud-led gov- 
ernment of Israel, the Oslo deal 
is finally being implemented, 
said the writer. 

The extremists in the Israeli 
society who opposed the Oslo 
agreement have finally complied 
with the requirements of peace 
and signed the deal which paves 
the ground for further Israeli 
troop withdrawals and further 
redeployment from Palestinian 
lands and freedom for the peo- 
ple, be added. 

What is required now, he said, 
is to maintain the concerted Arab 
efforts that back the Palestinians 
drive to achieve the subsequent 
steps towards the final settle- 
ment. 

Lauding the efforts of the 
Palestinian negotiators and lead- 
ership and their perseverance 
and diligence that was crowned 
with success, a write for A1 
Dustour said that the 400 Jewish 
settlers in Hebron can by no 
means negate the actual Arab 
identity of the city and will by- 
no means affect the overwhelm- 
ing Arab majority politically, 
socially or economically. 

>Clid that 


the Palestinian negotiators who 
won the admiration of the world 
have achieved a great feat for the 
Arab Nation by securing the 
return of all cities in Palestine to 
Arab sovereignty, but what 
remains for them is the restora- 
tion of Palestinian rights in the 
countryside and the rural regions 
of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

The writer said that the coun- 
tryside is of vital importance for 
the life of Palestinian cities and 
forms a natural extension of 
these cities. The writer said that 
the Palestinians still face long 
and arduous negotiations to 
ensure the return of the 
Palestinian territory and guaran- 
tee freedom for their inhabitants. 


respect the Oslo accord and 
agree to its implementation and 
therefore more concerted Arab 
efforts, involving other Arab 
states, are deemed necessary at 
this stage to enable the 
Palestinians to attain further suc- 
cesses. 

Highly praising His Majesty 
King Hussein’s intervention to 
salvage the peace process, a 
writer for A1 Dustour said that 
his mediation came when every- 
thing else seemed to be lost and 
when the U.S. envoy was pack- 
ing to return home empty hand- 
ed 

Taber Ad wan said that King 
Hussein’s last-minute efforts and 
his visits to Gaza and Tel Aviv to 
talk to the Israelis and 



Now that the Likud-led gov- 
ernment of Israel and the 
extremist groups in the Israeli 
society have recognised the Oslo 
deal by signing an agreement for 
its implementation, one can only 
express admiration for the 
Palestinian leadership's relent- 
less efforts and express appreci- 
ation of the Jordanian and 
Egyptian leaderships’ backing 
for their Palestinian brethren, 
stud Sultan Hattab, a writer for 
A1 Ra’i. 

Indeed, the Palestinian politi- 
cal factions inside the Arab terri- 
tories which opposed the Oslo 
accord, like Hamas and (he 
Islamic Jihad, as well as die 
Palestinian political groups in 
Damascus, are called on to back 
the Palestinian leadership's 
quest to ensure freedom for the 
Palestinians and back its efforts 
in the coming negotiations for 
the final settlement, said the 
writer. 

He said that the Palestinian 
endeavours, backed by Jordan 
and Egypt, were instrumental in 
forcing the Israeli government to 


Palestinians came just in tune 
and saved the day 'when all U.S. 
and European pressure had 
failed to achieve positive results. 

The writer said that while 
praise goes to the Palestinian 
leadership and negotiators for 
their diligence and perseverance, 
Jordanian and Egyptian backing 
and the King's intervention were 
instrumental and had their deci- 
sive effects on the outcome of 
the negotiations. 

Commenting on reports (hat 
European envoy Miguel 
Moratinus will be joining the 
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross to help 
implement the Oslo agreements 
m the rest of the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, a writer for Al.Ra'i said 
(hat such a contribution seems 
necessary in order to put further 
pressure on the Israeli govern- 
ment to carry out all the provi- 
sions of the accords it signed 
with the Palestinians. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said that a 
final settlement requires the full 
backing of the Europeans and 
the Americans if it is to last and 
achieve its purpose. In the recent 


rounds of negotiations attended 
by Mr. Ross, the United States 
seemed to be unable to handle 
this chronic issue by itself and 
had it no been for the Jordanian 
and Egyptian intervention, 
barked by the European Union, 
the two sides could not have 
reached an acceptable settle- 
ment. 

The writer said the Arabs and 
the Israelis need Europe not only 
to finance projects they intend lo 
carry out, but also for their polit- 
ical backing for the implementa- 
tion of an acceptable and just 
solution for the Middle East 
problem. Europe's contributions, 
he said, are of great importance 
to guarantee a sustainable peace. 

A writer for A1 Dustour said 

dial the Ministry of Agriculture’s 

annual tree planting celebrations 
help to remind the public of the 
need to green the country and 
protect the environment 
Nevertheless, the planting of 
trees in itself is only the first step 
of the process which should be 
Followed by watering the trees 
and protecting the forests, said 
Mohammad Daoud. 

The ministry is to be com- 
mended for its distribution of 
tree saplings to various institu- 
tions and individuals to plant in 
their fields and along the roads, 
but such a practice should be fol- 
lowed by the ministry's provid- 
ing advice and guidance to die 
public on bow to tend these trees 
and prevent grazing and cutting 

of trees for any reason, added die 

writer. 

Planting and protecting trees 
in Jordan, be said, should not be 
a one-day occasion but rather a 
continuous process if the coon- 
is to be greened, said the 
wnter, adding that it is the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s duty to 
lead the way towards reclama- 
tion of lands and planting of 
forests in various .parts of die 
enuntrv. 


LETTERS 

Telephone services 
not up to standard 


To the Editor: 

I READ with interest the article -Government reiterates 
warning against illicit telecommunications services" (Jordan 
Tunes. Jan 14, 1997) in which, as the title suggests, the min- 
ister of telecommunication* warns against die provision of. 
unauthorised and illegal telecommunications service 
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Pill can help dyslexics 
think straight 


Susan Emmett 

DYSLEXIA AND a disorder 
that causes a form of child- 
hood clumsiness could be 
treated by Laking three fatty 

acids in pill forms, it was 
recently claimed. 

Researchers at the Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School 
at Hammersmith Hospital, 
west London, Have shown that 
dyslexics have abnormal brain 
chemistry that can be correct- 
ed by treatment with fats. 

And a combination of tuna 
oil, evening primrose oil, vita- 
min E and thyme oil was 
shown to allow better commu- 
nication between the eye and 
the brain. 

A separate study by the Uni- 
versity of Surrey revealed that 
children with dyspraxia — 
also known as “clumsy child 
syndrome” — were less awk- 
ward after Laking fatty acids. 
Fifteen children with dysprax- 
ia were tested on coordina- 
tion, fine movement and bal- 
ance. 

In tests over three months, 
the children improved their 
manual dexterity and balance. 
Researchers say this led to 
improved writing skills and 
behaviour as well as the coor- 
dination needed for normal 


playground activities. But 
there was still a gap between 
their skills and those of other 
children. 

Dr. Jackie Stordy, a nutri- 
tionist from the University of 
Surrey, said dyslexia, dys- 
praxia and attention deficit 
disorder were closely associ- 
ated — leading to problems 
which are distressing both for 
children and their parents. 
Such problems often lead to 
disruptive behaviour and fail- 
ure at school. 

Five per cent of school chil- 
dren are very dyslexic and a 
further 15 per cent have the 
disorder in a mild form. 

Attending the conference on 
the research, were the parents 
of 1 2-year-old Christopher 
Marsha], who was identified 
as being dyslexic when he 
was eight and has suffered 
from low self-esteem to the 
point of pulling out his hair 
and harming himself. Since he 
started taking the supplement 
Efalex — a combination of 
the oils — a year ago. his par- 
ents say be has improved at. 
school and become much 
calmer. 

Mr. Dennis Bateman, a 
dyslexia consultant, said: T 
think the Efalex certainly did 
influence him but I am not 


sure it was the only factor. His 
concentration is now far better 
and his productivity has 
improved but this could be 
due to his maturing” 

Liz Brooks, executive direc- 
tor for the Dyslexia Institute, 
said: “It does appear to help 
the brain work more smooth- 
ly. But the biggest problem 
with dyslexia is the inability 
to master language skills. 1 
haven’t seen any evidence that 
it helps children deal with 
words.” 

The central feature of 
dyslexia is difficulty in learn- 
ing to read and write, 
although particular problems 
with short-term memory and 
arranging things in order are 
classic symptoms. Tasks like 
remembering telephone num- 
bers and learning multiplica- 
tion tables are very difficult 
for dyslexics. Many also have 
difficulty learning to tie 
shoelaces, do up buttons, bal- 
ance, and catch. 

Dyspraxia is a motor coor- 
dination disorder affecting 
interpretation of sound and 
sight, which leads to clumsi- 
ness and balance problems. 
About 2 per cent of children 
are affected. 

The Independent 


Stephanopoulos jumps ship in clear waters 


By Daphne Barak 

HE ALWAYS had the rep- 
utation of a wise guy. And 
now he is justifying it once 
more. Right after Presi- 
dent Clinton's reelection 
— before Whitewater and 
other investigations are 
digging too deep — 
George Stephanopoulos 
jumped ship and started 
cashing in for five years of 
devotion to the Clintons. 
ADd I am talking (after 
four years of humble 
salary) of big-time cash. 

I interviewed him in a 
hotel just opposite the 
White House. We dis- 
cussed his plans for the 
future now that he will not 
be in the White House 
anymore. He could not 
conceal his excitement. , 

“First of all,” he told me, 
“I am writing a book abd'ut 
my five years with i£e 
Clintons. I mean I am col- 
laborating with someone.” 
This time the Clintons 
know about the upcoming 
book. The publishing 
house “Little Brown" is 
rumoured to be friendly 
with them. The amount 
that George Stephanopou- 
los is rumoured to get is 
“friendly” as well: close to 
$3 million. “Well they 
(Little Brown) offered me 
more money than others,” 



White House Communications Director George Stephanopoulos speaks to President 
Bin Clinton during a meeting with the National Governor's Association (Reuter 
photo ) 


he is telling me smiling. 

Then he tells me about 
his upcoming job on ABC. 
He will be a commentator 
during the morning show. 

“All I want to do is sleep. 
At least, at least seven 
hours a night. That is my 
first goal. The president, 
you know, sleeps much 
more ever since he became 
president! He just man- 


ages to find time at noon." 

He is firank, likes to chat, 
does not like to gossip. 
The son of a Greek priest, 
he admits that “l under- 
stand Greek, but cannot 
really read or write.” 
When he visited Greece, 
he was received like a roy- 
alty. He likes to socialise 
with King Constantine of 
Greece (who resides in 


London) and is very famil- 
iar with other members of 
his family. “But I was bom 
here,” he says. 

His family resides in 
New York. He will be 
moving back to New York, 
he says, but “I haven’t 
started looking for a place 
to live yet. I am starting to 
teach in Columbia Univer- 
sity only next fall. Mean- 


while 1 will flv back and 
forth.” 

What about London? 

“There are all these 
rumours about you advis- 
ing Tony Blair for the 
upcoming election." 

“Actually, I just met his 
people here yesterday 
night. And I am going to 
see them in London over 
the weekend 

“So. are you advising 
Blair or not? 1 ' 

“Well, by law, 1 cannot, 1 
am not supposed to advise 
foreign governments. So 1 
will help. I will be 
involved. I am in constant 
touch with them." 

When we talk about the 
Middle East. George is 
.smiling through sentences, 
saying" nothing of impor- 
tance. 

"Clinton has never lost 
his hope. He is an opti- 
mist.” 

“What about the future 
of the peace poeess?” 

“Well, the sides involved 
will have to decide. We 
can be masters of diploma- 
cy. But no. Clinton is not 
going to dictate anything 
to anyone?" 

“And Syria's Assad?" 

“I cannot imagine a full 
peace in the Middle East 
without him. He must be a 
part of it!" 


Middle East peace 
process limps into 1997 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 

JERUSALEM — After a 
year of ballots, bombs and 
bullets, the Middle East 
peace process is still on its 
feet but only able to limp 
into 1997.’ ■ 
-Just ‘over’ a year ago 
Israelis and Palestinians 
were marching towards a 
settlement of their conflict 
and the Jewish state stood 
ready for a Golan, compro- 
mise with arch-enemy 
Syria. 

But the assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. Palestinian 
suicide bombers, Israel’s 
lurch to the right in elec- 
tions and gunbattles 
between Israeli and PLO 
security forces have hob- 
bled die peace process. . 

Diplomats believe U.S. 
President Bill Clinton’s 
second term administra- 
tion might invite Middle 
East leaders to Washington 
next spring in an effort to 
quicken the pace of PLO- 
Israeli talks and restart 
Israeli contacts with Dam- 
ascus. 

The chances of success 
are greater on the Israeli- 
PLO track than the Syrian, 
diplomats say. But even 
there success will be 
defined as keeping the 
sides talking rather than 
making progress. 

All sides agree that Israel 
and the Palestinian author- 
ity will eventually over- 
come differences delaying 


an Israel troop redeploy- 
ment in Hebron, the last of 
seven West Baltic towns to 
be handed over to Palestin- 
ian rule under the 1993 
Olso accord. 

Right-wing Prime Min- 
iver ISenyariiirt'Ndiuty^^ 

our the . internationally- 
sponsored self-nile agree- 
ments signed by Rabin, 
including a pullback from 
80 per cent of Hebron. 

The problem from the 
Palestinian perspective is 
how far and how fast Mr. 
Netanyahu will withdraw 
from the remainder of the 
West Bank and Gaza still 
under occupation. 

“Netanyahu will grant 
them as much control over 
daily life as he can,” says 
Zeev Maoz, head of the 
Jaffee Centre for Strategic 
Studies. “But he will be 
tough, on two issues^ secu- 
rity and statehood." 

Mr. Netanyahu, who has 
to hold together a coalition 
that includes right-wing 
idealogues and Jewish set- 
tlers. will insist on tighter 
overall control of security 
and maintain his opposi- 
tion to PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat’s goal of a Palestin- 
ian state, Mr. Maoz said. 

“I think it’s a strategy 
that will backfire,” Mr. 
Maoz said. A break- 
through on Hebron would 
provide relief but eventu- 
ally Mr. Netanyahu would 
have to reveal his position 
on the thorny “final status" 
issues left for the last 


phase of Oslo, such as the 
status of Jerusalem and 
return of Palestinian 
refugees. 

“Here the Palestinians 
will realise there is no 
movement,” Mr. Maoz 
said. 

yst and critic of 
Oslo, agrees. 

“Netanyahu must show 
the United States and out- 
side world that he is com- 
mitted to Oslo,” Mr. Khat- 
ib said, arguing that the 
Likud Party leader does 
not want to risk Israel’s 
budding economic pros- 
perity and ties with Arab 
and Muslim states, both of 
which have soured since 
his election. 

But Mr. Khatib expects 
little Israeli movement on 
final status issues before 
Mr. Netanyahu seeks 
reelection in four years’ 
time. 

“Israel wants peace with 
the Arabs without paying 
the price — a Palestinian 
state," Mr. Khatib said. 

Netanyahu coining to 

terms with ex-enemies 

Sources close to Mr. 
Netanyahu say that, after a 
shaky start this summer 
with Mr. Arafat, the prime 
minister and his team of 
untested advisers are over- 
coming their aversion to 
dealing with their former 
enemies. 

“Both Israel and the PLO 
have invested too much in 


Oslo to backtrack now," 
said one source. “In ‘97 
we’ll muddle through." 

The pace of implementa- 
tion may not be enough to 
avoid the violence bom of 
frustrated aspirations and 
economic hardship that 
have marked some of the 
outbursts' in 1996. Other 
attacks, such as bus bomb- 
ings last February .and 
March, stand for outright 
political and religious 
opposition to Israel. 

“If Oslo is not imple- 
mented, I’m afraid we’ll 
see explosions." said Mah- 
moud Abbas, Mr. Arafat’s 
right-hand man. 

Mr. Maoz thinks that, 
even after a Hebron deal, 
violence between the 
city’s tiny militant Jewish 
settler population and 
Arabs is possible. 

“Hebron is a powderkeg 
with a very short fuse," 
Mr. Maoz said. 

A Hebron agreement 
will help Israel’s strained 
relations with Egypt, Jor- 
dan and other Arab states, 
litical analysts say, but 
few expect a resumption of 
real negotiations with 
Syria and Lebanon. 

“The United States will 
be working to bring the 
parties together, if only for 
a get-to-fcnow meeting,” a 
Western envoy said. 

Substantive talks seem 
unlikely, however, unless 
Mr. Netanyahu endorses 
the previous Labour gov- 
ernment’s land-for-peace 
formula. 


£ 


King congratulates Arafat, 
pledges continued support 


(Continued from page 1) 

developments in the peace 
process. Prince Hass an told 
the delegation that the 
Hebron agreement paved 
the way to progress on the 
Syrian-Israeli and 

Lebanese-Israeli tracks of 
negotiations. 

He added in order for the 
Middle East peace to be 


comprehensive, the ques- 
tion of refugees should be 
dealt and Iraq and Iran 
should join the peace 
process. 

The Crown Prince 
emphasised that the West 
should play a constructive 
role in the Middle East in 
order to enhance democra- 
cy. respect for human rights 
and free trade. 


Israeli army redeploys in Hebron; 
Palestinians take charge 


(Continued from page 1) 

welcomes our leader, Abu 
Amrnar," using Arafat’s nick- 
name. 

In the area that remains 
under Israeli control, Pales- 
tinians had mixed feelings. 
Munther Shabeen. a washing 
machine repairman who lives 
near one ■ of the settler 
enclaves, said he was thrilled 


when he got a first glimpserof 
Palestinian police in his town. 

“But when 1 went back], to 
my house, I saw the Israeli 
occupiers in the same posi- 
tion," Mr. Shaheen, 32. In 
fact, hundreds of Israeli sol- 
diers and policemen, more 
than at any time before, 
patrolled the downtown area 
Friday. 


Clinton thanks King 

(Continued from page 1} 

separately in the coming 
months, but Mr. Berger said no 
summit was planned. 

“This is not a big summit 
This will be a series of meet- 
ings," he said. 

Mr. Beiger said the meeting 
with Mr Netanyahu would 
include discussions on 
"Whether it is possible to 
resume negotiations with Syria 
toward a peace agreement” 

“It has always been the 
Israeli view that we share that 


Hussein, Mubarak for Hebron efforts 


a comprehensive peace is the 
ultimate objective and you 
can't have a comprehensive 
peace until you have Syria as 
pan of it,” he said. 

Following are spokesman 
McCuny's comments on Mr. 
Clinton's telephone calls to 
King Hussein and President 
Mubarak: 

"The president spoke to 
King Hussein and President 
Mubarak this morning. He 
thanked them for their impor- 
tant roles in helping the Israelis 
and the Palestinians reach their 


very important and impressive 
agreement related to Hebron 
and other surrounding issues. 

“He stressed in die calls cer- 
tain to King Hussein and io the 
president — and I don’t — 
they can speak for themselves, 
but I think there is a common 
understanding on this that we 
need to emphasise to the par- 
ties that they should provide 
their maximum efforts now to 
move forward, and that those 
who support the peace process 
should lend their maximum 
support to those who are mak- 


ing and implementing the 
peace. 

“They agreed on die signifi- 
cance of the agreements. They 
agreed that in some sense this 
was an important obstacle to 
overcome because it opens up 
the prospect for future dia- 
logue on issues that die parties 
themselves have already iden- 
tified. And, of course, the pres- 
ident also talked in a generic 
way with no firm dales or 
specifics get about his desire to 
see both President Mubarak 
and King Hussein here some- 
time soon. 


DUBAI ELECTRICITY & WATER AUTHORITY f M 


F.O. BOX 564, DUBAI, UAEE 


INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 

ASSISTANT ENGINEER Should he an associate / member with recognized 

Re£ N.^MNT/06/97 MU Balneal Engineers. 


To 


Basic Salary: Dh.3jX«/- P.M. 

Graduate in Electrical Engineering. Should be an 
assoc uk'/member with recognized body of 
Electrical Engineers. 

Minimum 15 years experience in an electricity 
utility ufsanization. Experience should be in the 
relevant field Should be able to guide engineers 
and technicians in prepin nc the procedure fur 
' carrying 'out For prceommi'ssioning lest* on 
vjitoun protective equipments at 
400KV/IA2KV/UKV/1 1 KV/ohKV substations. 
Thorough knowledge of the testing electro- 
mechanical and static rclavs in 
400KV/1 32KV/33KV/I I KV/6.6KV substations. 
Trouble shooting in electrical und electronic 
circuits. Repair of electro- mechanical, static and 
microprocessor hased relays. Familiar with all 
type of protection schemes and he able to read and 
understand complicated electronic circuits. 
Should be able to handle relay and other test 
equipments and measuring instruments. 

GIS SUPERVISOR 
Ref. No.:MNT/07/97 
Bask Salary? DhAOOO/- P.M. 

Basic Technical Education 
15 - 20 years experience in the relevant field in 
dcctncity utility/company. Ability to attend every 
breakdown independently. Knowledge of all 
safety precautions for man. material and 
equipment. 

Maintenance of Rcyrolle, Siemens Hitachi. 
Holec. .AEG Switchgear. Preparation of annual 
und fixe yearly maintenance schedule and up 
keeping of maintenance record. Testing and fault 
finding of GIS. To face practical tcsL 

GIS MECHANICAL ASSEMBLER 

Ref. NojMNT/08197 

Bade Salary: DhJ.31W- PM. 

Literate & Basic Knowledge of English. 

7 - In years experience in the relevant field in 
dccirkily uliliiy/compony. Ability to attend every 
breakdown independently. Knowledge of all 
safety precautions for man. material and 
equipment. 

Maintenance of Reyrolle. Siemens Hitachi. 
Holec. AEG Switchgear, preparation of annual 
and five yearly maintenance schedule and up 
keeping of maintenance record. Testing and fault 
finding of40Q/l32KV GIS. To face practical test. 

JUNIOR ENGINEER 
IOVEKHEAJ) LINES) 

Ref. MNI7DW97 

Bask Salary: Dh.2J0W- P.M. 

B JSc. I Jtginecring i Electrical > or Equivalent 

Minimum 5 year, experience in the field of 
132/33/ 1 1/b.bKV overhead lines construction, 
maintenance, erection and maintenance of pole 
mounted trans I urmers. checking of drawing aiul 
diagrams, etc. 

JUNIOR ENGINEER 

Ref. MNTYHW7 
Bask Salary: Dh.23oft'- 
Graduute in Electrical Engineering. 


Minimum 10 years experience in an electricity 
utility organization in the relevant field. 

Texting of Electro-Mechanical, static and 
microprocessor based relays for 
«KVI.mVII«6KV System. 

Knowledge of testing of distance protection 
relays, fault recorder; and protection signaling 
units, routine maintenance and testing of relays: 
instruments. ■ and: protection,* equipments. 
Organising routine maintenance schedules for 
protection relays and schemes. Maintaining 
records of routine icxs etc. Knowledge of 
electronic circuits preferable. 

JUNIOR ENGINEER (CABLES) 

Ref. M NT/I 1/97 
Basic Salary: Dh2J6Q/- 
Dipkmia/Dcgrce in Electrical Engineering. 
Minimum 10-15 years experience in I32KV and 
pilot maintenance work. 

Responsible for up keeping of records 
manual s/drawings. site supervision liaisoning 
with comracton/service authorities, supervision of 
site stafT routine maintenance and assist AE in day 
io day work. 

GIS SUPERVISOR 

Ref. MNT/12/97 

Bask Salary; Dh2360/-P.M. 

Basic Technical Education 
Minimum 10-15 year, experience in the relevant 
fie[d in electricity uliliiy/compony. Ability to 
attend every breakdown independently. 
Knowledge of all safely precautions for man 
material and equipment. 

Maintenance of Reyrolle. Skmen's Hitachi. 
Holec. AEG Switchgear. Preparation of annual 
and five yearly maintenance schedule and up 
keeping of maintenance record. Testing and fault 
finding or GIS. To face practical test. 

SENIOR SYSTEM CONTROL 
TECHNICIAN fEHV/HV) 

Ref. M NT/14/97 

Basic Salary: Dh.IJilO/- P.M. 

Diploma in Electrical Engineering or Electrical 
Trade Certificate. 

Minimum 7-10 years experience in the relevant 
field in electricity utility/company. Ability to 
attend every breakdown independently. 
Knowledge of all safety precautions for man 
material and equipment Well versed in control 
circuit, trouble shoot in 400/I32KV S/S. Gas 
insulated switchgear. To face practical test. 

SENIOR CONTROL TECHNICIAN fCBt 

Ret MNT/15/97 

Base Salary: Dh.1340/- P.M. 

Diploma in electrical engineering or electrical 
trade certificate. 

Minimum 5 years experience in the relevant field 
in electricity utility/company. Ability to attend 
every breakdown independently. Knowledge of 
all sulety precautions for man material and 
equipment. 

Well verged in control circuit, trouble shoot in 


40QII32KV S/S. Gas insulated switchgear, 
face practical test 

FIRE PROTECTION MECHANIC 

Ret MNT/25/97 

Baric Salary: Dh.1,810/- PM. 

Literate and fluent in English. 

Minimum 12 years experience, out or which 5 
years in Gulf. Installation, testing, overhauling, 
.repair and maintenance of high pressure pumps up 
jlo l5pCGLjtr/Min. Capacity, changing hearings,, 
mechanical seal, shaft sleeves, shaft grinding, 
turning, reassembling, etc. Preparation of bill of 
materials/spares required for routine repair 
maintenance of FPS mechanical equipments 
independently. Welding, fabrication & jointing of 
different types of pipes like MS. GL UPVC, GRE, 
etc. repair & maintenance of high capacity fire 
water tanks (GRP, FRP. Galvanised steel). Rust & 
corrosion proofing works of water tanks. 

Overhauling, repair & maintenance of fire pumps, 
diesel engine & fire protection related mechanical 
equipments. To face practical test. 

SENIOR LOAD DISPATCHER / 

LOAD DISPATCHER 

Ref. SODl/47/97 

Bask Salary: DhA50Q /- PM. 

B.Sc. in Electrical Engineering. 

10 years experience in load dispatching work 
(Through scada system) with transmission & 
distribution system operation & control, power 
load dispatching, using energy management 
system applications, applying safety rules of work 
in transmission & distribution networks and 
disturbance analysis. 

Should be capable to implement operation 
strategy to cover system security aspects, voltage 
regulation requirement, economic dispatching and 
power restoration. 

Experience in using PC (windows based 
programs) preferred. 

SENIOR ENGINEER FOR ENERGY 

Management system 

Ref. SOD/48/97 

M.Sc. in Electrical Engineering. 

S years experience in electrical utility. Long 
documented experience in advanced applications 
such as generation scheduling and control, 
network monitoring, security assessment and 
optional power flow is required. 

The successful Emdidaie will be required to 
monitor the security of the electrical network, co- 
ordinate with the power plants, prepare/ verify unit 
commitment schedules that minimize operating 
system. 

Cost and train the operators for efficient use of the 
power system software applications available at 
the control centre. 

Preference wifi be given to those who have 
experience as instructors on a dispatcher training 
simulator. 

The position requires a good communicator who 
works well with a team and have good 
communication skills in English. 

Attractive remuneration packages will be offered 
which will be subject to negotiation. 


Apart irom the Basic Salary housing allowance @ 6OT of the basic salary to married (Max. DhZ/XXV-} per month @ 40% of the bask salary io single (Max. 
Dh. I SOOl-i per month, com of living allowance (S 20tt of the basic salary I Max. Dh_50QM per month plus transport allowance as per the authority rales are 
being paid. 

Applications (with copies or education and experience certificates) addressed to The Administration & personnel department of Dubai Electricity & Water 
Authority. P.O. Box 564, Dubai. Fax 3481 1 1, Should be forwarded / faxed within ten days of this advertisement. A recent passport size photograph and a 
photocopy of passport should be attached. Telephone contact, fax number and cable address, if any, should be furnished. 

ADMINISTRATION & PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 
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U.S. may reduce 
aid to Israel, 

Egypt and Jordan 


Hebron pact will boost Israeli economy — analysts 


CAMBRIDGE. Massachu- 
setts (AFP) — Outgoing 
Secretary of state Warren 
Christopher said Thursday 
that U.S. aid to Israel. 
Egypt and Jordan might 
suffer if Congress contin- 
ues to cut the foreign-aid 
budget. 

Israel and Egypt are two 
of the biggest recipients of 
U.S. foreign aid, each 
receiving several billion 
dollars a year. Egypt and 
Jordan are the only two 
Arab countries to sign 
peace agreements with 
Israel. 

In a farewell speech at the 
John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard 
University. Mr. Christopher 
said that aid programmes 
have declined by 37 per 
cent in real terms over the 
last 1 0 yeans. 

“Aid to Israel, Egypt and 
Jordan will inevitably come 


under pressure, possibly 
irresistible pressure, if our 
other assistance pro- 
grammes continue to be 
decimated,” he added. 

Mr. Christopher cited the 
examples of Turkey, whose 
aid package was cut when 
the U.S. deployed troops in 
Haiti and Guatemala, 
whose peace package was 
“shortchanged" when 
Washington began moni- 
toring the ceasefire in 
northern Iraq. 

Government officials 
rarely discuss aid cuts to 
Israel, a virtually taboo 
subject for both Democrats 
and Republicans. 

Mr. Christopher, who is 
retiring from his job on Jan. 
20, devoted his speech to 
an appeal to the Republi- 
can-controlled Congress to 
maintain financing for U.S. 
efforts in international 
affairs. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
analysts and business execu- 
tives Thursday hailed the 
Hebron agreement saying it 
would encourage foreign 
investors and thaw econom- 
ic ties with the Arab World. 

But they warned the 
accord would not jump-start 
Israel's slowing economy. 

‘The transition of Israel 
the pariah to Israel the con- 
tinuer of the peace process, 
that should be a good sign 
for foreign investment and 
for tourism,” said Jonathan 
Kolbetg. president of Clar- 
idge Ltd., an investment 
company. “I'm feeling 
much better ” 

Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority Wednes- 
day signed the long-awaited 
accord that sets the terms for 
Israeli redeployment from 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron and further with- 
drawals from the West Bank 
over the next 18 months. 

Delays in redeployment 
from Hebron, which was 
originally scheduled to be 
implemented 10 months 
ago, had raised concents 
amon* investors and busi- 


ness executives about the 
future of Middle East peace. 

The peace process has 
been a crucial factor in lur- 
ing foreign investors to 
Israel and in helping Israeli 
companies form strategic 
parmerehips with overseas 
companies. 

“It's pretty obvious that 

foreign investors will be 
much more keen on the 
Israeli economy and stock 
market in the wake of the 
agreement." said Eli Nahum 
of Zannex Securities. 

“Bur the same is true for 
local investors,” he said. 
“The business community 
and financial markets are 
great believers in the peace 
process and its benefits to 
Israel” 

Analysts said, however, 
that the gains accruing to the 
economy and the markets 
should be kept in perspec- 
tive. 

“All our forecasts were 
based on the assumption 
that the peace process would 
continue,” said Shauli 
Katznelson. chief eocnomist 
at Israel Discount Bank. “If 
there wasn't an agreement. 


it would have been a little 
worse. With one it will be a 
little better.” 

Discount is keeping to its 
forecast showing gross 
domestic product expanding 
by just 2.8 per cent this year, 
compared with an estimated 
4.4 per cent in 1996 and 7. 1 
percent in 1995. 

Mr. Katznelson said the 
important variables for the 
economy were the interest 
and exchange rates. 

Mr. Nahum agreed. “As of 
yesterday, you can’t ignore 
the peace process.. ..But I 
always emphasise that peace 
alone cannot drive the mar- 
ket," he said. 

Israeli stock prices moved 
higher on Wednesday but 
analysts attributed the rise to 
a number of factors, not 
only the Hebron accord. 
Share prices. Mr. Nahum 
noted, had been rallying 
since the start of November, 
even as the Hebron talks 
webs logjammed. 

Israel's budding business 
ties with the Arab World and 
its tourism industry could be 
the two biggest beneficia- 
ries. 


Business with the Arab 
World had been slowly 
developing, but with the 
election of the hardline 
Benyarain Netanyahu as 
prime minister last May and 
the delays in reaching an 
agreement on Hebron they 
nearly ground to a halt 
“A half year ago, before 
the elections, an Israeli busi- 
nessman would visit Jordan 
and he would be introduced 
to friends, even Syrians and 
Iraqis. In the last six months 
that didn't happen,” said 
Mandy Barak, head of the 
international division at the 
Federation of Israeli Cham- 
bers of Commerce. "Per- 
haps we can return now to 
what was a half year ago.” 

“I hope now that the polit- 
ical situation has reached a 
period of stability,” he said, 
saying that business should 
not be subject to ups and 
downs of political process 
Mr. Barak said he was 
optimistic about developing 
relations with Jordan, 
Tunisia, Morocco. Qatar and 
Oman, but less so about 
Egypt Businessmen have 
been disappointed with 


Egypt until now and Mr. 
Barak said he doubted a 
Hebron deal would change 
things. 

Israel's tourism industry, 
which is especially sensitive 
to political and security 
developments, is looking 
forward to renewed political 
stability. 

The tourism ministry esti- 
mates tourist arrivals fell 
seven per cent last year ro 
23 milli on. Avi Rosental, 
director of the Israel Hotel 
Association, attributed the 
drop to the rash of bus 
bombings in February and 
March, followed by Israeli 
strikes into Lebanon and the 
violence in September fol- 
lowing the opening of the 
Temple Mount tunnel. 

“We feel the Hebron 
agreement will give back to 
Israel and the region a sense 
of stability and security and 
will be a boost for tourism,” 
said Mr. Rosental. 
jThis (agreement) will 
b?mg us back to the 10 per 
cent growth rate of the pre- 
vious five years,” Mr. 
Rosental said. 


Higher world demand, prices boost earnings 
of Jordan Phosphate Mining Company 




s« sv 
: \ w 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 

Reiners 


AMMAN — Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Compa- 
ny l JPMC I announced 
TTiursday its revenues 
grew nine per cent in 1996 
to S350 million, driven 
higher by healthy world 
demand. 

Majority state-owned 
JPMC. Jordan's sole phos- 
phate producer and one of 
the world's largest phos- 
phate suppliers? also said 


major joint ventures with 
Indian and Japanese firms 


Indian and Japanese firms 
would start up in 1997 as 
it diversified into down- 
stream operations. 

“There was an increase 
in Lhe export revenue of 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company by S30 million 
with the value of exports 
reaching $350 million in 
1996,” Sameh Al Madani, 
the general manager of the 
company, said in a state- 
ment. 


Earnings this year were 
boosted by a higher quan- 
tity of sales to west Euro- 


gs this y 
by a high 


her uuan- 


pean markets. Australia 
and New Zealand alons* 


with traditional Asian 
sales and buoyant rock 
phosphate prices. 

Exports of raw phos- 
phates rose 12.2 per cent 
to 4.35 million tonnes in 
1996 from 3.878 million 
tonnes in 1995. 

.An additional 

1,11 4,5009 tonnes were 
used by the firm's major 
fertiliser complex in the 
Red Sea Port of Aqaba, 
which produces mainly di- 
ammonium phosphate, 
whose value-added 
exports rose 3.2 per cent 
in 1996 to 712.000 tonnes, 
Mr. Madani said. 

Mr. Madani said the 
company would see in 
199/ its first two major 
fertiliser joint ventures 
with foreign partners 
come on stream. 

The SI 70 million Indo- 
Jordan Chemicals, which 
will export phosphoric 
acid to a fertiliser complex 
in India, was on target to 
start production by mid- 
1997. Mr. Madani said. 

The plant, close to 
Aqaba industrial complex, 
will use 750,000 to 
SOO.OOO tonnes of raw- 


phosphates a year from 
the nearby Shidiyah plant 
in southern Jordan. 

Annual sales are expect- 
ed to be S70-SS0 million. 

Indo-Jordan Chemicals 
in Jordan's largest fertilis- 
er joint venture. India’s 
Southern Petrochemical 
Industries Corporation 
(SPIC) has a 52.2 per cent 
equity share. JPMC a 34.8 
per cent stake while the 
Riyadh-based Pan Arab 
Investment Company has 
a 13 per cent share, it will 
produce 220.000 tonnes 
annually of phosphoric 
acid for a major SPIC fer- 
tiliser complex. 

Jordan is India's major 
supplier of phosphate rock 
for its fast growing fer- 
tiliser industry. India 
imports between 1.2- 1.5 
million tonnes annually of 
phosphate rock. 

The second joint-ven- 
ture is the S85 million 
Nippon-Jordan Chemical 
Company, a joint venture 
with the Arab Potash 
Company and a Japanese 
consortium. Its 300.000- 
tonne a year compound 
fertiliser and ammonium 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
^ God of thunder 
5 Couple 
9 Furniture style 
13 4 to 1, e.g. 

15 Ligurian Sea 


phosphates plant in Aqaba 
is due for completion in 
the first quarter of 1997, 
Mr. Madani said. 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 
had also completed feasi- 
bility studies for an esti- 
mated $250 million sec- 
ond stage expansion of the 
Shidiyah mine which 
would be more than dou- 
ble production to around 
eight million tonnes by 
1998, Mr. Madani said. 

The first stage, costing 
an estimated $180 million, 
is expected to increase 
production to 3.25 million 
tonnes by the end of 1997. 

“This important project 
will allow us to double 
raw phosphates from 
Shidiyah and so enable it 
to cover the needs of the 
joint projects and 
international markets” 
Mr. Madani said. 

Shidiyah mine, with 
high grade phosphate, is 
by far the lowest cost pro- 
ducer of Jordan's three 
operating mines. It holds 
one billion of Jordan's 1 .5 
billion tonnes of proven 
reserves. 

Negotiations were still 
going on with Norway’s 
Norsk Hydro on a possible 
fertiliser complex to pro- 
duce 500,000 tonnes 
annually of phosphoric 
acid, company officials he 
said. 
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1 6 “Damn 
Yankees* 
character 

17 Straighten 

18 Far from legal 
passage? 

20 Engages 

22 Glide 

23 Timetable abbr. 

24 Gentle 
26 Postpone 
28 Trinkets 

31 Abominable 
snowman 

32 Concerning 

33 Farmer's land 
35 British composer 

39 Sprint 

40 Mrs. Gorbachev 

42 Stretch car 

43 Stodgy 

45 Apple 

46 Wallet stutters 

47 Cleo's river 
49 Ticket to fly 
51 Shield 

53 Short fiber 

54 Flimflam 

55 *■— the mood 
for...’ 

58 Once did 
62 Far from a 
remainder? 

65 Actor ZimbaJist 

66 Confused 

67 Title 

68 Trite 

69 Floating fee 

70 Uppity one 

71 Graceful bird 


by Roger Coburn 


DOWN 

1 Cable car 

2 In good shape 

3 He gave us a lift 

4 Far from 
forgotten 

5 Chum 

6 God of war 

7 Data 


8 Spin 

9 TV alien 

10 Round pin 

11 Winged 

12 Mexican native 
14 Actor Ryan 

19 Speechify 
21 Blotch 
25 Get away 

27 Far from the first 
j ten 

1 amendments? 

28 Offers 

29 Med. sch. sub}. 

30 — Major 

31 Sycophant 
34 — Grande 

36 Actress 
Lollobrigida 

37 USA part abbr. 

38 “A — by any 
other..." 

41 Vowel run 
44 Finger 
48 Duds 

50 Reacts to yeast 

51 Idaho city 
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52 Vexation 
54 Dungeness, e.g. 

56 Czar, once 

57 Undersea 
captain 


59 Depict 

60 Membrane 

61 Sign 

63 Sorceress 

64 Johnny — 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


il 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY.. 
JANUARY 18, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 



ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Being with good 
friends today can bring 
much delight, however 
don’t forget about the one 
you love. Later this 
evening have romantic 
fun with your mate and do 
something special for him 
or her. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to! 
May 20) Contact those i 
today who can assist you 
with career advancement 
and make your course of 
action more successful. 
Any public career activi- 
ties can be handled later 
tins evening with the 
assistance of fellow asso- 
ciates. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Handle out-of- 
town affairs today with 
great tact and diplomacy 
so you don’t offend any 
business advisors. Plan to 
see a charmer later this 
evening and be with con- 
genial friends so that you 
are happy. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Put 
some zip into business 
matters today and you can 
make your efforts more 
prosperous. Find a 
thoughtful gift for your 
mate larer this evening 
which can bring happi- 
ness to him or her in the 
days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Showing your finest 
talents today is wise so 
make the best of every 
opportunity which is pre- 
sent- A clever person can 
give you fine ideas to 
nriliKft later this evening 
and thereby make your 
career activities more suc- 
cessful 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Fpid a 
more modem manner 
today of handling regular 
practical affairs which 
must take upyeur atten- 
; Don. J Your m^ejuin laielr 
this evening tamg.yoiijpj' 
and happiness, ..so . make 
every effort to be roman- 
tic, >■ r - 

LIBRA: (September, 23 
Jo. October 22) Seek plea- 
sure in the morning today, 
however later this evening 
finish some risky social 
plans you have been mak- 
ing and present those 
ideas to a bigwig who can 
be of great assistance to 
your career activities. . 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Find 
some way today which 
will please your family 
more and make them 
delight in yonr company. 
Effort on some long-rang 
project which interests 
you and you can create 
your own success in the 
days ahea d. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Plan how to answer 
important matters today 
with a letter and discuss 
your method of operation 
in great detail Get in 
touch with one who has 
valuable information for 
your career activities to 
I become quite successful. 
CAPRICORN: {Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Be 
careful in spending today 
so that you will have extra 
fonds of the days ahead. 
Tty to save your money so 
that you can feel -more 
secure in any business 
activities of leisure time 
with your mate and close 
friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Today 
is fine for expressing your 
unusual views, so long 
you do not offend anyone 
^th some outrageous 
ideas. Others, "however 
may not understand later 
this evening of your plans, 
so make them clear and 
quite precise. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study into 
“spiring hew ideas today 
ami use them to your 
advantage in your busi- 

2? Use Precision 
later this evening in han- 

details, which 

should be completed 

without delay or yon 
j-ould be in much difffcul- 


ffusut 
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launch $ 


' • ' JORDANIAN AND f 
I Jordan Investment Bank 1 
lion dinar ($21 million) 

: country 's first Four Seaso 
| Al ‘jadi, managing direetc 
rancan Tourism Investme 
w.i> elected on Thursday, 

! "We are now moving ii 
the hotel." said Mr. Qadi, i 
>ii ruction cost of the five- 
around 25 million dinars 
; new tourism company hr 
j Investment Bank and its 
j Investment Cumpam^hol 
I paid up capital. 

! Mr Qadi said the remain 
! investors led by Saudi fi 
j W jlul Ben Talafwho has a 
I Toronto-based Four Scasa 
; stake in the hotel it will m 
: This is the first Jordan 
; prince who visited the K 
: interest in investing in the 
i vectors. 

I Other individual Arab in 
I Four Seasons, which sol 
j u« the Saudi prince in 1 
: plans for a series of hotels 
. room five star liotel will b 
cater for higher and busir 
tjadi said adding the hot 
growth in demand for roo: 
Mr. Qadi said the hotel 
three years at a prime site 
struct ion is due to start en 
. design stage (Reuters) 


:* MR. WAHIB SHAH 
Financial Market (AF1 
'i>it to the United King 
During the one-week 
high-ranking officials 
i.itndon Stix'k Exchang 
bvuvd and other xclf-i 
IMRu and recognised j 
the programme of th 
lion between the Bnli: 
Foreign and Commow 

Accompanying Mr, SI 

internal auditing depntli 


I 1 I. ill Ifcio h WN(1 1 

i \ u «Wh i 

| WUl V«»J.||. t ;y y,n, Js 



4ns»v*r : BY 


^“■stone or January; 
Gam *-Ro«Q U !ote. 


j j .kantu** LlgAKV 
* Vftstf ttn 

- — 







































Business & Finance 


Jordan Times , Saturday , January 18, 1997 


vvi",' 

* 

AMniv.,.: 

“MtlhS; j\I , 

* 

,iic ‘ h,v tiM.„ t 

ili-l, S 

thm-t tvi.vi, 

>‘1I till!. j “ U ' 1 ^ 
l ’VMmiv h. tVl . ihu 

Ivm w stl! N lltlI 11 ! V ,1, ’ n, K 

j WltWlliin.> «... ' , •'"‘Ivl.i 

j iU lh.\i. ' 1 '* 1 ' l ' ,r h;i}, 

TWKIS: , v IV , , 

| Mav , • '‘■ ,1 -» v, 

lod.it, «K 

j wi, ;> '•■luv, ><< 

! Mini m.jko x..,.. lin '«'n: 

Ml, *n mv >i • >*! 

Am puN./, i 


,!,ls 

•IWM.IIU.V ,., S ;> l * 
j cutes 

jW.MINI: -\!.,x 'i 1 
!t>ni n .iH. 1,1 lll|(| "'<■ 

«*« -«m .iMiC 

^ ' (1 U tlt»|, , ,,|« . . 

j bUMlWNN J., i,. JK 

i «» ^ 

iiwnuv.: i v , . * 

l*»l " t * 

are luppN ■’ ll 

MOON Cluii )RFx , 

1 (June :: i„k ’|,i 

j MW /ip un.. 

j ma ] n * r ‘ U NJ.l> i.Mil \uunn 

nuke whm el|-., n ; mfl 
(KiK|vriHis l,„j 
thouplilliil ..■in , lV ' 
«V! l \ l-U-i Hi- a^. 

. ullH'il k.lM 1 1 1 ?liT IlmT 

i IMhS Si* lv.ii: -n :,u mjj, 

1 Aivh aV.iil 


l-KO: i luU .’ 


1 21 ' ShiAVj;- • 

v.-nr lut,- 

j (.dents t« 

l' lil-fv 

i nuke tlu* K 

: -‘i /iff 

| i»IV»Miu:u:i -.i 

;j , i^.. 

j sent. \ v v-.c: 


1 jriu- u«t 

7 'ik’j' ;■ 

j utilise : 

-".■nit 

1 ami tlu.i 

"• ..L- yr 

: uiro:i 


j 

! VIRGO: V. 

. .. 

• .. r 

! Squctniv: 

' iRj. 

| morv 

.ura 

i Uxkn *«! 

'i’l iVjjii 

i pRAlic.! 1 . . •: 


j muM uL- ■ . 

■ Jil’if 

j ln«i Vr. 

j ihiscwn:: • i- 

..'la -s 

i-VJIi 

! ami lu|'j\ ’. 

liLC 

1 rvt'i) c‘;» •' ■■ 

Iv s-'-t:- 


i IK . 

( IJHK \: .s 

j hi ( VMlvt 

• situ* su si;. - “ 

! I ..!* 1 

j lltltlll 

; 

| Hip .!!!.’ i’ 

I uk'.t' |1‘. i 

! he til i 


S _• 

: s.\iiv.v 

i: ;.\Li 

».■ ,, i , « /i.r’L 
:.%|.\ "l- 

Jv.-iSJ 

j«i • Y, Itji'x 
'• "n !■; 

! ..^td.uiiVi 

. !i» 

>■ *, !> ‘<Vi 1 

i;v : '■ ' FlV ^ 

n!i»- ri 

, t 'Hi 

: - ; a.- *■- 

.. infii ? 1 


j \i4ll 4\n.‘. : ■ .. 

1 SC OH WO: - 

>lo !W.:KV - !l 
j VtMlK* *->' '.i!-!* ^ * 
| will pi.-.i'.' 

; iiiop* -i*'* 1 

; t.ju.11 ■ “i 

! pim.M - 

; \i»w p 

; 

' vJ . I \- .- l !-'- : ... 

I s Mill I \KH v s : : ; 

' : ,‘>J; 

i »*^ J, “" ILI 

! '■ iS1 :- 

'= WlTll 

' \ .ns, IVi" 1 ' •••■•■■ 

. .. 1 1.. * 

- <n V " • • 

I j ,.::.!- .... 

• x.tiii.!?*:. ■- " ;• 

' %•*«!! 

I N-. ■ ■■■:*' • 

. fM'KUOkV i -;. 

! ?Vi ^ 

. i ‘ ■ ' \ 

: In I- ■ • " f 

J 111.- ■ 

. ’■ ' p . ;ll-< 

; .l-.O -'l:. - , . ,l> 

; W»ih " 

fti.-tt-!' i., : " 

: \yl \KU s - , n ], ( V 

: r.i'nw .. 


.likv- ,V 

: ! ! u ' "I, ■ ■ -■■fj 

■ »■ v * .vi - 

: M- "V ‘ .. 

; .ptil.’ V‘\' .. . ‘ 

■ n t .; 

I ^ 

j ailil 


I « I 1 ■ . 'iv* 

• i .i ■■ i'-s' • ’ ■ ' i'^ 1 " 

i ^ ‘ ‘ . •• ...' JV 1 

! ««,}•»■ •; V 

1 I’ 1 .r 

; W 'V' 

j 

,1 !<• 

i t « pK * 


Trading slows at AFM 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading dipped 
sharply and prices gained 
slightly at the stock market 
this week, the first of the fast- 
ing rtaonth of Ramadan, bro- 
kers said Friday, adding that 
business would be dull during 
the next three weeks. 

Many investors stay away 
from die stock market during 
Ramadan, die brokers 
explained. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said trading for the 
week ending Thursday was 
23 million dinars, compared 
with the previous week’s 8.7 
milli on dinars - 
The report said 23 million 
shares chang ed hands under 
2^08 transactions during the 
week, with daily average trad- 
ing at 460,000 dinars. 

Industrials accounted for 
1.23 milli on dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed by 
commercial banks and finan- 
cial institutions with 570.000 
dinars, service sector firms 
with 490,000 dinars , and 
insurance companies with 
10,000 dinars^ 

The official AFM share 
price indejrbased on 60 major 
companies closed for the 
week at 153J21 points, up 0.16 


points or 0.1 par cent from the 
week’s opening of 153.05 
points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
industrials gaining 0.99 per 
cent during the week. Service 
sector companies declined by 
22. per cent, insurance stocks 
dipped by 034 per cent and 
commercial h anks and finan- 
cial institutions by 036 per 
cent 

Stocks of 82 companies 
were involved in the week’s 
business, with 17 of them 
closing with gains, 52 slipping 
and 13 remaining unchanged. 

Pearl Consulting, a private 
sector firm which maintains 
its own market indicators, said 
its general share price index 
declined by 038 per cent 

Sectoral indices of Pearl 
showed commercial banks 
and financial institutions dip- 
ping by 033 per cent, insur- 
ance firms gaining by 0.07 per 
cent and services sector com- 
panies and industrials losing 
by 1.95 per cent and 036 per 
cent respectively. 

A further split up by Pead 
showed commercial h anks 
dropping 0.65 per cent, invest- 
ment banks slipping by 1.81 
per cent, specialised credit 
institutions losing 1.44 per 
cent and Islamic banks gain- 
ing 0.18 percent 

In the services sector. Pearl 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Jordanian, foreign investors 
launch $35m hotel 

** JORDANIAN AND foreign investors led by Arab 
Jordan Investment Bank Thursday launched a 15 mil- 
lion diinar ($21 million) tourism firm to develop die 
country’s first Four Seasons Hotel, investors said. Hani 
A1 Qadi, managing director of the newly set-up Mediter- 
ranean Tourism Investment Company said the board 
was elected on Thursday. 

“We are now moving into die development stage of 
the hotel,” said Mr. Qadi, adding that the estimated con- 
struction cost of the five-star Four Seasons Hotel was 
around 25 million dinars. The major investors in the 
hew tourism company £rfe Amman-based Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank and its, 

Investment Company, holding nearly 44 per cent of its 
paid up capital. 

Mr. Qadi said the remaining shares are held by foreign 
investors led by Saudi Arabian billionaire Prince A1 
Walid Ben Talal who has a 20 per cent holding while the 
Toronto-based Four Seasons has acquired a five per cent 
stake in the hotel it will manage. 

This is the first Jordanian investment by the Saudi 
prince who visited the Kingdom recently and showed 
interest in investing in the tourism and communications 
sectors. 

Other individual Arab investors hold small holdings. 

Four Seasons, which sold 25 per cent of the company 
to the Saudi prince in 1995, has already announced 
plans for a series of hotels in the Middle East. The 175- 
room five star hotel will be Amman’s most luxurious to 
cater for higher and business visitors end tourists, Mr. 
Qadi said adding the hotel would cater for a forecast 
growth in demand for rooms by the year 2000. 

Mr. Qadi said the hotel was expected to open within 
three years at a prime site in the capital Amman. Con- 
struction is due to start end of 1997 after completion of 
the design stage (Reuters). 

Shair begins London visit 

** MR. WAHIB SHAIR, director general of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM), Saturday begins an official 
visit to the United Kingdom. 

During the one-week visit, Mr. Shair will meet with 
high-ranking officials from the Bank of England, the 
London Stock Exchange, the Securities and Investments 
Board and other self-regulating organisations such as 
IMRO and recognised professional bodies. 

The programme of the visit was prepared in coordina- 
tion between the British Embassy in A mm a n and the 
“Foreign and Commonwealth Office” in London. 

Accompanying Mr. Shair on. his visit is the head of the 
internal auditing department at the AFM. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NITHK 


emt wwn Men semen, w. 

CEPIE I 



PERICH 


CANTIG 


Need help? 


HOW THE ICE 
hoo^e -staff & or 
THEie WORK PONE. 

i n ■■ ' 

Now arrange the circled letters W 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by (he above canoon. 


*» w.:w rn I I IXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

YteyHttm . a I Jumbles: LEAKY AGILE GAMBIT COBALT 

I Answer What the football coach broughi on Ihe fish- 
ing (rip - BAIT AND TACKLE 


indices showed energy firms 
slipping by 0.97 per cent dur- 
ing the week, tourism compa- 
nies and hotels by 3.1 per 
cent, transport companies 
1.49 per cent, investment 
films and real estate traders by 
1.11 per cent companies 
working in the education and 
related sectors declining by 
0.77 per cent 

Among industrials. Pearl 
said, mining companies shed 
0.6 per cent, chemical and 
petroleum companies by 0.04 
per cent, firms in the supply 
and consumption sector by 
033 per cent, engineering 
companies by 1.26 per cent, 
textiles by 0.71 per cent and 
firms in the packing sector by 
236 per cent 

Construction companies 
gained 1.15 per cent and phar- 
maceuticals went up by 0.47 
per cent according to Pearl 

Brokers said the month of 
Ramadan would be mostly 
dull at the stock market 
because of abstention by 
many investors. 

“Many people simply do not 
do any business at the stock 
market during the month,” 
said a broker, who like other 
AFM dealers, cannot be iden- 
tified by name. 

Arab Bank 
posts record 
JD 95.7m 
profit in 1996 

By Suleiman AI Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Arab Bank, one 
of the region’s major financial 
institutions, has reported a 18 
per cent rise in 1996 net prof- 
its to a record 95.7 million 
dinars ($1353 million). 

“This is our best result since 
our founding and is due to bet- 
ter results in our branches in 
Europe, the U.S., the Far East 
and the Gulf states,” Abdnl 
Majeed Shoman. chairman of 
, Aral* Bank PLC, told Reuters. 

The' fc barik > s ' total balance 
sheet rose by 43 per cent to 
13.481 billion dinars at end of 
December 1996 against 
12.927 billion dinars in 
December 1995. 

The results exclude sub- 
sidiaries and large holdings in 
Arab Banks which are under 
the Arab Bank Group umbrel- 
la, with a total balance sheet of 
above $22.9 billion in 1995. 

Customer deposits rose by 
10 per cent to 6396 billion 
dinars at end of 1996 from 
5.797 billion dinars a year 
before. Loans rose 12 percent 
to 4.163 billion dinars against 
3.711 billion dinars in 1995. 

Total shareholders equity 
rose to 630 million dinars from 
552 milli on dinars at end of 
1995, the bank’s balance sheet 
showed. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, outstanding designs. 
A truly unique shop. 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment ri 
Shmeisani. second floor; 
220 sq.m.' 

- 3 bedrooms in Ai Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcfoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 ) 
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Sports 


Jordan "nines, Saturday, January 18, 1997 


Australian Open 

Chang downs Henman as Bruguera 
falls; Pierce to meet Huber 



MELBOURNE (AFP) 
— Brilliant Michael 
Chang snuffed out Tim 
Henman’s hopes of a 
Open with an emphatic 
straight sets victory here 
late Friday. 

The American World 
No.2 outclassed the 
World No. 14 Henman. 6- 
I. 7-6 i 7/.'). 6-3 with his 
v\ ide \ arieu of skills to 
set up a fourth round 
encounter with un seeded 
Ukrainian Andrei 

Medxedev on Sunday. 

The dazzling Chang 
w as too consistent for ' 
Henman, who fuelled 
British hopes with an 
unbeaten seven-match 
run heading into Friday’s 
match, embracing his 
first Tour title in Sydney 
last Saturday. 

Chung had all the 
answers in their first ever 
meeting in 104 minutes 
before a full-house night 
centre-court crowd 
which included members 
of the chanting 
England's "barmy 

army". He broke the 
erratic Englishman five 
times to clinch victory. 

Henman, while dis- 
playing flashes of his 
undoubted talent, was no 
match for the tenacious' 
Chang, who typically ran 
down" every' ball ’ and 
troubled the’ Englishman 
with his much-improved 
serving and exquisite 
groundstrokes. 

” It was Chang’s first 
touted challenge at the 
Australian Open and last 
> ear's beaten finalist had 
all the answers, lobbing 
and passing the net-rush- 
ing Henman. He will 
gain further admirers in 
his quest to go one better 
than against Boris 
Becker here last year. 

"The second set was 
tough, it went back and' 
forth, and it was a pretty 
important part of the 
match." was gracious 
Chang's assessment of a 
mutch he never looked 
like losing. 

"He's a very talented 
plaver. he's still very 
voting and has a bright 
future ahead of him." he 
said of 22-year-old 
Henman. 

Henman was very criti- 
cal of his performance, 
saving that he was disap- 
pointed :n the \va\ he lost 
the match. 

"It hud nothing to do 
wnh nerves. I just never 
cot coins and I served 


badly." Henman told his 
post-match conference. 
“I just made life difficult 
for myself and easier for 
him. 

"I felt like it was anoth- 
er match and I couldn't 
complain leading up 
until today... it was just a 
bad day in the office." 

Henman served six 
double faults and made 
40 unforced errors to 
Chang's 14. 

Chang's rousing per- 
formance set up a" fourth 
round meeting with 
Medvedev, who won 

_ through earlier Friday 
with a breezy 6- 1 . 6- 1 . 6- 
l unhinging of 
Dutchman Dennis Van 
Scheppingen.~ 

The " 3 6- ranked 

Ukrainian has painful 
memories of his quarter- 
final clash with Chang at 
the 1995 Australian 
Open. Medvedev lost in 
three tight sets and later 
said he had fractured his 
left wrist. 

Medvedev signalled his 
return to form and an 
imminent rise in the 
computer rankings when 
he ousted German 1 5th 
seed Michael Stich in a 
mighty five-set scrap late 
Wednesday. 

Seventh seed Thomas 
Enqvist sought treatment 
for shoulder soreness 
during his first win in 
four meetings with two- 
time French Open cham- 
pion Setgi Bruguera of 
Spain. 

Bruguera. ranked 64. 
downed Enqvist in five 
sets in the first round of 
the 1993 Australian 
Open, but the much- 
improved 22-year-old 
Swede was in command 
Friday, winning the 129- 
- minute match." - ‘"7-6 
-( 10/8). 7-5, 6-2,ii ...L;..".’: 
Enqvist yet tcrigfct past 
the quarter-final stage in 
Grand Slams, will play 
dangerous ninth seeded 
Chilean Marcelo Rios, 
who extinguished 
Austrian ^Gilbert 

Schaller, 4-6. 7-6 (7/2). 
6-1. 6-1 in 1 28 minutes. 

Spaniard Carlos Moya, 
becoming the heart-throb 
of the tournament 
moved into the fourth 
round with a 6-2. 6-2, 6- 
2 win over German 
Bemd Kurbacher. 

Moya, a celebrity fol- 
lowing his first round 
dethroning of defending 
champion Boris Becker, 
will now play Swede 



Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman plays a backhand against Germany's Karsten Braascb in 
their third round match at the Australian Open. Bjorkman won in straight sets 6-4 7- 
6 6-3 (Reuters photo) 

Jonas Bjorkman. 

He beat Bjorkman in 
straight sets indoors at 
Marseille last February. 

.American - ... Malivai 
Washington, ,w^p .made 
his first Wimbledon final 
last year. ended 
Australian Todd 

Woodbridge’s run. 

Washington, ranked 23 
in the world, came from 
a ser down to oust the 
33 rd-rated Woodbridse. 

4-6. 6-2, 6-3, 6-1 in 144 
minutes and will now- 
play 1 4th seeded 
Spaniard Felix Mantilla. 

Steffi Graf had another 
diabolical stun but 
stormed home to tip out 
Argentina's Ines 

Gonrochategui in the 
women's singles third 
round. 

Graf, the World No. I, 
eliminated the No.98 




Marcelo Rios of Chile hits a forehand against Austria’s 
Gilbert Schaller during their third round match at the 
Australian Open. Rios won 4-6 7-6 6-1 6-1 (Reuters 
photo) 


Germany's Anke Huber is swamped by autograph seekers after her second match at 
the the Australian Open against Francesca Lubiani. Huber won 4-6 6-2 6-0 (Reuters 
phwloY 


Gorrochategui. 7-5, 6-3 
to set up a fourth round 
match with 12th seeded 
South African Amanda 
Coetzer. 

Graf, whose father. 
Peter, awaits a verdict in 
his trial on tax charges in 
Germany next week, was 
again sluggish in the 
opening games and 
trailed the Argentine 4-1. 
but once she regrouped 
she breezed past 
Gorrochategui. 

In the opening night 
match, third “seeded 
Spaniard Conchita 


Martinez crushed 

Sweden's Asa Carlsson, 
6-0. 6-1 in 47 minutes. 

German Anke Huber, a 
beaten finalist here last 
year, brushed aside 
Natasha Zvereva of 
Belarus. 7-5, 6-0 and will 
meet 1995 champion 
Mary Pierce, who routed 
German Markera Koch to. 
6-0, 6-2 in 48 min utes. 

Atlanta Olympic cham- 
pion Lindsay Davenport 
took only 45 minutes to 
thrash Thailand’s 

Tamarine Tanas ugam 6- 

1 . 6 - 0 . 


Vialli 


unhappy 

with 

Chelsea 

boss 


ROME (R) — Former Italy 
international Gianluca 
Vialli has criticised the tac- 
tics of his Chelsea coach 
Ruud Gullit after three 
matches on die bench. 

“It’s not a very happy 
time for me,” the former 
Juventus captain, who 
joined Chelsea at the start 
of the season, told Italian 
tele+2 pay television. 

“Gullit has used me very 
little recently and I’m not 
happy about that.” 

“I did not come here to 
have a holiday or to have 
fun. I came to do well, to 
become a legend in London 
at Chelsea. Being on the 
bench makes me frustrated, 
I hope things change in 
future. “ 

Vialli who makes up an 
Italian trio at the English 
Premier League club with 
internationals Gianfranco 
Zola and Roberto Di 
Matteo, was openly critical 
of Gullit. 

“Sometimes I think that if 
a coach keeps the captain 
of the team that won the 
European Cup just six 
months ago on the bench, 
this must either mean that 
the club is top of the league 
— and at the moment it 
isn't — or that maybe the 
coach is not doing a very 
good job and that some- 
thing Vialli a popular hero 
at home and one of his 
country's most successful 
strikers, was the first of the 
Italians to sign for Chelsea 
and had looked forward to 
making a big splash in 
England after winning 
everything Italy had to 
offer. 

But he has been sidel ined 
by a hamstring problem 
and then overshadowed 
.recently at Chelsea by new 
signing Zola from Parma, 
who has become a crowd 
favourite at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Last week, new Italian 
coacb Cesare Maldini sig- 
nalled he wanted Zola and 
Di Matteo for his first 
match in charge — a 
friendly against Northern 
Ireland in Palermo on 
Wednesday — but not 
Vialli who last played for 
Italy in 1992. 

Vialli said that despite 
being on the bench, “I am 
waiting patiently, I contin- 
ue to train, trying to grit my 
teeth." 

Italian newspapers on 
Thursday quoted Gullit’s 
assistant Gwyn Williams as 
saying he did not think 
Vialli 's remarks were par- 
ticularly sensational. 

“It’s true he has not 
played recently but it was 
because he was injured. 
When he's recovered, he’ll 
play again. I have no 
doubts. I talked to him this 
morning and he seemed 
happy, he and Gullit have 
an excellent understand- 
ing." 

Gullit, appointed as play- 
er-manager, regularly 
played against Vialli when 
the Italian was at 
Sampdoria and the Dutch 
midfielder was one of AC 
Milan's top players. 

The Dutchman indicated 
recently chat be intended to 
keep change to a minimum 
in the Chelsea line-up after 
a recent run of strong form 
with Zola linking up well 
with Mark Hughes. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Seles out of Tokyo tournament 

TOKYO (AFP) — A nagging finger injury has forced 
Monica Seles out of the Toray Pan Pacific Open 
women's tournament here this month, again frustrating 
officials hopes for a clash with world number one Stem 
Graf, organisers said Friday. Last year it was a foot 
injury which kept Graf from the tournament which was 
won by Croatia's Iva Majoli who beat Seles in the quar- 
ter-finals. Seles has already been kept from defending 
her singles tide at the Australian Open, now under way 
in Melbourne, after fracturing her right ring finger 
while warming up for an exhibition tournament last 
month. 

She has not played since December 4. 

Parma’s Bucci to Perugia on loan 

PARMA (R) — Former Italy goalkeeper Luca Bucci. 
who had said he was interested in leaving Parma for an 
English dub, joined Perugia on loan on Thursday. 
Bucci joined four former Parma team mates at the Serie 
A club, now coached by former Parma boss Nevio 
Seal a. The goalkeeper, capped three times by Italy and 
linked to Derby county, Middlesbrough and Leeds, had 
been on the Parma bench since November. 

Oliveira, Costa called up 

LISBON (R) — Porto striker Domingos Oliveira and 
club captain and central defender Joige Costa have been 
recalled to the Portuguese squad to face France in a 
friendly in Braga next Wednesday. Oliveira and Costa 
have only just returned to duty with Porto after injury. 
Oliveira was out for four months after undergoing knee 
surgery, while Costa had bis nose broken by AC Milan's 
Liberian striker George Weah in a European Cup clash 
last November. 


Sudan’s out of CAF championship 

CAIRO (R) — Sudan have pulled out of the African 
championship because of the fighting in the east of the 
country, the African Soccer Federation (CAF) said 
Thursday. Khartoum’s withdrawal from the champi- 
onship was due to “aggression on its eastern frontier 
and the consequent general mobilisation." CAF quoted 
Sudan's Football Association as saying. Sudan have 
called for mobilisation against what they say are 
Ethiopian and rebel assaults on eastern Sudan, and they 
also accused neighbouring Eritrea of talcing part in the 
fighting. The Islamic government in the country is fac- 
ing a threat from Christian rebels in the south and east. 
CAF said the group one qualifying competition for next | 
year’s finals now comprised Zimbabwe, Ghana . and 
Angola. Sudan's withdrawal will come as a big blow to 
rtZMMitowis, who beat them 3--eraway iu die upeniugl 
group match in October. That result will now be delet- J 
ed from the records, leaving Ghana top of the group. 
Sudan were due to travel to Angola next weekend in the 
second round of qualifying for the finals in Burkina] 
Faso next year. Their withdrawal is the second from the 
qualifying after Burundi were disqualified last August 
for failing to turn up for a preliminary round match. 

Johnson wins Owens trophy again 

NEW YORK (R) — Michael Johnson, winner of 
Olympic gold medals in the 200 and 400 meters in 
Atlanta, has won the Jesse Owens international trophy 
for the second consecutive year. The award, according 
to a news release, is presented annually to the athlete 
who best personifies excellence in athletic performance 
and promotes cooperation and understanding through- 
out the world. Johnson who set the world record for 200 
meters at 19.32 seconds and the Olympic record for 400 
meters al 43.49, is the first athlete to win the Owens tro- 
phy twice. Swimmer Michelle Smith of Ireland was 
second in the voting, and weightlifter Naim 
Suleymanoglu of Turkey was third. 


Roma chase Tetradze 

ROME (R) — Roma want Georgian defender Omar 
Tetradze to replace unsettled Argentine Roberto Trotta. 
newspapers reported Friday. The daily Corriere DeJlo 
Sport said the Serie A club had reached an agreement 
wnh Alania Vladikavkaz, Tetradze’s Georgian club, to 
bring him to Rome as soon as a deal could be reached 
for Trotta’s return to his native Argentina. Roma are 
also interested in signing French international defender 
Vincent Candela from Guingamp. The Frenchman was 
quoted on Fnday as telling a Rome radio station that he 
wanted to move to Roma as soon as possible. “The 
(Gumgamp) president knows what I want to do I've 
been saying it since December” Candela said he would 

Sf, r n , e ri 4 aniP president at ^ weekend to discuss 
1 ° We a l0t Guin Samp but i don't want 
to miss the chance of playing in a bi* club likp Rnm, - 

“ «*** ■ 

muuh speculaoon since the club ordered the defender to 
home to Argentina on two weeks’ leave in Octnhpp 


Ny- CljMEMA ; : TEL-.634144 ^ 

* PHILADELPHIA “1” 

_____ ^ 

* A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone in 

DAYLIGHT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




A 


T CINEMA 

v PHILADELPHIA “2” y 

Richard Gere, Sean Connery 
& Julia Ormond.. ..in 

FIRST KNIGHT 


TEL634144 CINEMA TEL:69££38 Af CINEMA TEL:67742(j 


* 

(Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLHZH 


* RANSOM 

starring Mel Gibson 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 








CONCORD 


CONCORD «I n 

BAD BOYS 

Shows: 12:15 . 2:15, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 


A 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL- 625155 


The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepar 
(m a new Play entitled 


yj^The satirical play starring Mousa HgazinJ^ “Al Aman Ya Ho” 
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Deborah Compagnoni of Italy clears a pole on her way to take the fastest tim e in the first run of the women’s 
giant slalom World Cup skiing race near the Bavarian town of Zwiesel Friday. Compagnoni clocked 1:03.69 
minutes. Germany’s Katja Seizin ger docked the second fastest time so far just 1.08 seconds behind 
Compagnoni (Reuters photo) 



San Francisco 49ers’ new head coach Steve Mariucci (C) shakes hands with for- 
mer head coach George Seifert (R) while Bill Walsh (L), who coached the 49ers in 
the past, looks on at a press conference Thursday. Seifert retired as head coach on 
Wednesday (Reuters photo) 

Army at war as two CSKAs 
seek Russian league spot 


MOSCOW (R) — The 
Russian army has gone ro 
war — with itself — after 
two rival professional soc- 
cer teams, both claiming to 
be the “real" CSKA 
Moscow, bid to represent 
The array central sports club 
in next season’s premier 
league. 

Vitaly Krechetov. general 
director of Russia’s profes- 
sional football league, told 
Reuters on Thursday his 
office had received two 
competing claims this week 
for CSKA’s place in the 1 8- 
club top division. The sea- 
son opens in March. 

At the root of the problem 
is a fight between the army, 
which in its heyday turned 
CSKA into as fearsome a 
force on the sport s field as 
the Red Army was on the 
battlefield, and Alexander 
Tarkhanov, who coached 
CSKA Moscow to fifth in 
the premier league last year. 

Early this month, the 
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Opening lead: Jack of P 

If you were to look up the North- 
South diamond combination in & 
textbook, you would be told that 
correct technique is to cash the two 
high honors in the South hand to 
nnd out whether West started with 
four headed by the jack, in which 
case you can bring in the suit with- 
out loss. But if you know that distri- 
bution canno t exist, it would be the 
height of folly to pursue the same 
CMK», 

In the modem style, South's 
opening bid showed 21-22 points. 
With a combined count of 33-34, 
North had an mgr raise to slam. 


army, in the shape of 
Colonel Alexander 

Baranovsky, head of all 
CSKA sporting activities, 
sacked Tarkhanov and 
replaced him with former 
Russian national coach 
Pavel Sadyrin. who had 
been fired by Zenit St. 
Petersburg at the end of last 
season. 

Now Tarkhanov, who is 
reported to have the backing 
of the Moscow business- 
man who owns 40 per cent 
of CSKA soccer club, and 
Sadyrin, supported by the 
army, which still controls 
60 per cent of the shares, 
are training rival CSKA 
squads. 

■*We were not too sur- 
prised to see two applica- 
tions from CSKA,” 
Krechetov said. “They are 
at odds over who can legal- 
ly represent the club and it 
is not for us to judge.” 

Ultimately, he said, it 
could go to court 


West led a heart, and the mirror- 
image and duplicated values 

were something of a concern for 
South. With only six tricks in the 
black suits, South needed to find 
the see of hearts with East to col- 
lect two tricks in the suit, and four 
tricks from diamonds. 

One problem was solved at trick 
one when East rose with the ace of 
hearts on the opening lead of Uk 
jack and retained a heart. D ecla rer 
won and ri»»hed the king and queen 
of diamonds, and West's failure 'to 
follow ant was fetal — down one. 

Once the ace oT hearts had been 
taken, there was no hurry to tackle 
the diamonds. Let’s suppose that 
declarer first cashes out the 
remaining tour major-suit winners. 
When East discards a dub on each 
msgor suit, West is marked with 10 
eards in spades and hearts. The act 
of clubs and a club to the queen 
reveals two more of West's cards, 
marking that defender with no 
more than one diamond. 

Next, declarer cashes the ace of 
diamonds. When West Mows low. 
East is known to hove both the jack 
and nine of the suit. Declarer con- 
tinues with the ten, forcing East to 
cover, and captures the trick with 
queen. Declarer is now poised with 
the K 8 of diamonds over East’s 9 7. 
A club to the king serves as an 
entry for South to take the pnwn 
finesse for the nine, and 12 tricks 
are in the bag. 


Representatives of neither 
“CSKA r * clubs were avail- 
able for comment on 
Thursday. 

The dispute over soccer is 
a replay of a monumental 
falling out at CSKA’s ice 
hockey club. Colonel 
Baranovsky and the army 
appeared to come off worst 
in a clash with the leg- 
endary Viktor Tikhonov, 
who coached the world- 
beating Soviet hockey sides 
of the 1980s. 

A series of legal battles 
has left Tikhonov in charge 
of the CSKA Moscow team 
which plays in the top 
Russian hockey league and 
in European competition. A 
separate CSKA team con- 
trolled by Baranovsky com- 
petes at a lower level. 

The army central sports 
club is involved in more 
than 20 sports across 
Russia, including top flight 
soccer, ice hockey and bas- 
ketball. 

Soviet sport was largely 
run by big state institutions 
— CSKA by the army. 
Dynamo by the police, 
Lokomotiv by the railways. 
The collapse of commu- 
nism and privatisation of 
state assets has brought a 
host of squabbles over own- 
ership. 


Kanu 

making 

progress 

after 

heart 

surgery 

MILAN (R) — Nigerian 
International Nwankwo 
Kanu is making good 
progress from heart surgery 
but his Italian dub 
Lniemazionale said it was 
still too early to fell 
whether he would ever play 
again. 

“At the moment it’s very 
difficult to say if he will 
play soccer again,” the 
Serie A club’s spokes- 
woman Susanna 

Wermelinger said on 
Thursday. “Kanu's chances 
of playing soccer again are 
still low. 

“Doctors in the United 
States have told us that 
they cannot say if Kanu 
will play again. It’s too 
early,” she added. 

The daily Corriere Delio 
sport newspaper reported 
on Thursday that American 
doctors were increasingly 
optimistic that Kanu would 
be able to play again. 

It quoted unnamed Inter 
officials as saying that 
Kanu's return next season 
could not be ruled out. 

Kanu, 20, who captained 
Nigeria's under-23 team to 
the Olympic title last sum- 
mer, had an operation last 
November at the Cleveland 
clinic in the United States. 

Doctors had said before 
the operation that Kanu 
might never play again. 
The player has vowed to do 
everything possible to 
return. 

“We are-very satisfied by 
Kanu's improvement, but it 
is one thing to be able to 
walk and another to run 
and to play soccer” 
Wermelinger added. 

Kanu moved from Ajax 
to Inter after the games for 
a reported fee of around; $2 
million. 


Under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rania Al- Abdullah 


Jordan River Designs 
A 

The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 


E: cordially invite you to the 

RAMADAWiAT 
exhibition 




VrvS*#/. 


Of unique products from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve: 
silver namre jewelry, chemical-free jams, dried fruit, 
herbs, earthen pots 

And JRD handmade ornaments for Ramadan: 

tablecloths, candles, calendars, basket?; of foodstuff 
embroidered accessories 

1 At 9am - 8pm on Sun. 19 Jan. - Mon.10 Feb. 97 
At JRD showroom, Jabai Amman, 1st Circle, Rainbow SL, 
Opposite Firas Printing Press. For derails call 6 130$ I 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH KIHSCH 


FIND THE COUNT 


Barkley injured as Olajuwon 
leads Rockets past Kings 

Hawks beat Magic; Lakers lose 


HOUSTON (R) — Hakeem Olajuwon scored 26 points 
and Randy Livingston had nine in a decisive 22-7 sec- 
ond-half run, leading the Houston Rockets to their third 
win of the season over the Sacramento Kings, 89-80 
Thursday. 

Charles Barkley had 16 points. 10 rebounds and eight 
assists before leaving late in the third quarter with a 
sprained right ankle. He was expected to miss Friday’s 
game at Dallas. 

“The only thing good tonight is we won the game,” 
Barkley said. “Tomorrow is going to be tough, we’ve 
just got to keep the finger in the Dyke until we get some 
guys healthy. 

In Atlanta. Christian Laettner scored eight of his 22 
points in a 12-0 run that opened the second half as the 
Atlanta Hawks took the lead for good on the way to a 
78-67 victory over the Orlando Magic. 

Laettner pulled down 13 rebounds and Steve Smith 
dished out a season high 10 assists as the Hawks picked 
up their eighth straight win and 15th consecutive home 
victory. 

In Boston, Tim Hardaway had 22 points and 13 assists 
and hit a key three-pointer with 83 seconds remaining 
as the Miami Heat held off the Boston Celtics, 102-94. 

Alonzo Mourning added 20 points and nine rebounds 
and P.J. Brown contributed 14 and 14 for Miami, which 
has won three of its last four games. The victory moves 
the Heat into a first-place tie with New York in the 
Atlantic Division. 

“It was a wild game, we knew they were going to play 
hard and trap,” Miami coach Pat Riley said. “For the 
most part we handled the ball pretty well.” 

Miami used a 23-4 first-quarter run to take the lead 
for good. 

In Denver, Rickey Pierce made a 10-footer with three 
seconds left in overtime as the Denver Nuggets stopped 
a five-game losing streak with an 88-87 victory over the 


Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Laphonso Ellis scored 27 points and Bryant Stith 20 
for die Nuggets, who won for just the second time in 
their last 11 games. 

Terrell Brandon had a chance to win the game for 
Cleveland but his jumper from just right of the free- 
throw line hit the rim at the buzzer. 

At Utah, Karl Malone had 28 points and 1 1 rebounds 
and John Stockton added 12 and nine assists as the Utah 
Jazz won their fifth straight home game, defeating the 
Phoenix Suns, 95-91 . 

Jeff Homacek added 13 as the Jazz, who own the 
league’s third-best home record at 17-2, survived a late 
ran by the Suns. 

Kevin Johnson led Phoenix with 21 points and 12 
assists while Ceballos added 16 points and 12 
rebounds. 

In Los Angeles, Isaiah Rider scored 30 points and 
Clifford Robinson added 18 as the Portland Trail 
Blazers raced to an early lead and snapped the Los 
Angeles lakers’ 12-game home-winning streak, 1 02- 
98. 

Portland, which has won seven of its last eight games, 
built an 18-point halftime lead and hung on in the sec- 
ond half. Gary Trent added 17 points and eight 
rebounds for the Trail Blazers. 


NBA RESULTS 


Miami 

102 

Boston 

94 

Atlanta 

78 

Orlando 

67 

Houston 

89 

Sacramento 

SO 

Denver 

88 

Cleveland 

87 (OT) 

Utah 

95 

Phoenix 

91 

Portland 

102 

LA Lakers 

98 


EUROLEAGUE BASKETBALL STANDINGS 


LONDON (R) — Men’s Euroleague 

standings after 

Group G 

P 

W 

L Pts 

Thursday's matches: 



r 

** 

Panathinaikos (Greece) 

12 

9 

3 

21 

Group E 

P 

W 

L Pfs 

Villeurbanne (France) 

12 

9 

3 

21 




Ljubljana (Slovenia) 

12 

8 

4 

20 

Stefanel Milan (Italy) 

12 

9 

3 21 

Pau-Orthez (France) 

12 

5 

7 

17 

Alba Berlin (Germany) 

12 

8 

4 20 

Sevilla (Spain) 

12 

5 

7 

17 

Maccabi Tel Aviv (Israel) 

12 

7 

5 19 

Dynamo Mb scow (Rus) 

12 

3 

9 

15 

CSKA Moscow (Russia) 

12 

6 

6 18 





Olympiakos (Greece) 

12 

6 

6 18 

Group H 





Charleroi (Belgium) 

12 

0 

12 12 

Efes Pilsen (Turkey) 

12 

10 

2 

22 

Group F 




Partizan Belgrade (Yug) 12 

7 

5 

19 

Teamsystem BologfniltaJy) 

12 

9 

3 21 

Split (Croatia) 

Kinder Bologna (Italy) 

12 

12 

5 

5 

7 

7 

17 

17 

Cibona Zagreb (Croatia) 

12 

8 

4 20- 

Barcelona (Spain) 

12 

5 

7 

17 

Estudiantes (Spain) 

12 

7 

5 19 

Bayer Leverkusen (Ger) 12 

1 

11 

13 

Limoges (France) 

12 

5 

7 17 . 






Ulker Spor (Turkey) 

Panionios (Greece) „ — — - 

12 

■ 12 

4 

3 

8 16 
9 15 

Note: top 4 in each grou 

pqu 

tali) 

y/c 

>r ro\ 


Tigana takes it one match at a time 


MONACO tR) — Monaco 
coach Jean Tigana kept his 
players focused on 
Thursday on their French 
Cup match at second divi- 
sion Laval, avoiding the 
temptation to look ahead to 
next week’s key league 
clash with a bloodied Paris 
Saint-Germain. 

“We want to win on all 
fronts,” Tigana said. “We 
came back well (from the 
holidays) with victory at Le 
Mans (in the League Cup), 
now we need continuity and 
to keep up our good state of 
mind for the battles to 
come.” 

Monaco travel to Laval 
for the first round of the 
French Cup which contin- 
ues with another 31 games 
spread over the weekend. 

General manager Henri 
Bianchetti said: “We don’t 
want to think of PSG yet, 
but one thing is certain, we 
are playing to win in all our 
matches.” 

PSG, who saw Monaco 
overtake them and open a 
four-point lead in the first 


division before the winter 
break, went from bad to 
worse with a 6-1 home 
defeat by Juventus in the 
first leg of the European 
Super Cup on Wednesday. 

Monaco host PSG on 
January 26 looking to pull 
further away from their 
chief rivals for the league 
title. 

Midfielder Ali Benarbia 
said: “We must not focus on 
PSG yet. It’s true this defeat 
is very negative for them ... 
But we can’t think in terms 
of the poor results of our 
rivals. "Our first concern 
is Laval and the French 
Cup.” 

Monaco, who last won the 
French Cup in 1991, are 
nearly at full strength with 
Belgian playmaker Enzo 
Scifo back after missing 
most of the first half of the 
season with a broken toe. 

They also welcome back 
defender E mman uel Petit 
from injury, while striker 
Victor Ikpeba is back after 
missing the game at Le 
Mans because of intema- 



The United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
will be selling used surplus items consisting 
of printing equipment, photocopiers 
typewriters and office furniture. 


Interested buyers are kindly requested to 
contact the Purchase and Transportation 
Unit (room 302), located in Shmeisani, 
Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street, by no later 
than dosing of business (2 pm.) on Sunday, 
2 February 1997 to obtain the sealed bid 
letter and list of items , available for sale and 
to arrange for the inspection of the items at 
ESCWA Central Stores . 


tional duty with Nigeria. 

But Scottish midfielder 
John Collins is nursing a 
thigh injury and has been 
left out of the squad. 

Brazilian striker 

Anderson, who hit a hat- 
trick in Sunday’s 3-1 win at 
Le Mans, said: “At Laval, 
unlike Le Maos, it will be a 
more physical than techni- 
cal match and we must win. 


“We also want to go far in 
this competition ... Let's 
forget PSG for the 
moment.” 

At the weekend, holders 
Auxerre are away to minor 
league side Vervins, while 
PSG play third division 
Besancon with their confi- 
dence rock bottom after [he 
roasting by Juventus. 


International Traders 

Presents 

Jose Carreras 

In a Live Performance at the 
Beirut Hall in Lebanon 
February 14th- 16th, 1997 

For details, please contact Maro at 607014 

HOTEL 

for Investment and Partnership 

A new tourist hotel currently under 
finishing, located in one of the most 
beautiful areas in Western Amman 



The Hotel is licensed and authorised 
as a tourist project, qualifying for 
3 or 4 - star classification, in 
accordance with the Ministry of 
Tourism specifications. 

If interested pis. call the owner: 

Tel. 862590, 862591 from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Fax: 825602 
No mediators please. 
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Lima, rebels squabble 



over crisis commission 


LIMA (AFP) — Peru's gov- 
ernment has rejected a rebel 
bid lo include Guatemala in a 
negotiating panel, the first 
instance of what is likely to 
he some hue k-and- forth 

ahead of la Iks to w in free- 
dom for 74 elite hostages. 

)T*e Peruvian Government 
also lvgan clearing a rooftop 
near the Japanese embassy 
compound where photogra- 
phers were monitoring short 
v.,i\e radio transmissions 
Imm Tupue Amaru 
llexoltilionuiy Movement 
i:\IkfAi rebels holding the 
Permian and Japanese cap- 
tives. 

Two Peruvian television 
stations packed up late 
Thur.-diiy .li ter their editors 
came under pressure from 
the government. which buys 
large amounts of advertising 
and which considers publica- 
tion of rebel statements to be 


assisting terrorism. 

Ir.tenv.monul wire services 
and photographers from two 
local newspapers insisted 
on staying, according to an 
AFP photo editor. 

Some reported overhearing 
police Colonel Fernando 
Zapata tell television 

rcivrters that authorities 
planned lo remove all jour- 
iw.lols tioiii the urea. 

In the first real step 
towards resolving the 
month-king crisis, rebels 
who «eizcd the compound on 
Dec. 17 agreed Wednesday 
to a government plan to cre- 
ate a negotiating panel, and 
suggested two members. 

But the suggestion of 
Guatemala, which recently 
signed a peace pact with 


leftist rebels to end 36 years 
of civil war. was unaccept- 
able, said Education Minister 
Domingo Palermo. the 
government’s point man on 
the issue. 

“It is an attempt to create 
an analogy with an absolute- 
ly different situation." said 
Mr. Palermo, who had no 
reaction Thursday to a rebel 
proposal that an unnamed 
European country be includ- 
ed. 

Tupac Amaru leader 
Nestor Ceipa Canoliru said 
he regretted Mr. Palermo’s 
decision. 

“The government rejected 
it because it considers us ter- 
rorists. not guerrillas. With 
this attitude 1 believe it will 
be very difficult to reach an 
agreement." he added. 

Mr. Cerpa apparently- 
played an electronic cat-and- 
mouse same with authorities 
to broadcast his remarks via 
shortwave radio to the near- 
by axiftop. 

He emeiged once from rhe 
compound to ask if the 
broadcast had been 

received. 

Mr. Cerpa also urged the 
government to give the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross access to pris- 
ons where its members are 
jailed. 

"Permit access to the fami- 
ly of die political prisoners, 
even those in maximum 
security prisons." he said 
force fully. 

The hostages held include 
the Japanese ambassador. 
Japanese executives, the 
Bolivian ambassador and 
President Alberto Fujimori’s 


younger brother and two 
cabinet ministers. 

Both rebels and the gov- 
ernment have agreed to put 
representatives from the 
Roman Catholic Church and 
the International Red Cross 
on the negotiating panel. 
Both groups already have 
mediators visiting regularly. 

But rebels have not backed 
off their top demand — that 
an estimated 440 Tupac 
Amaru rebels in Peru's pris- 
ons be freed. Mr. Fujimori 
has flatly refused. 

The tough negotiations 
have not translated into ten- 
sion in the compound. 
Thursday, two young women 
rebels waved flirtatiously at 
photographers. One. asked 
her age, held up fingers indi- 
cating she was fifteen. 

Outside, in the formerly 
quiet and still exclusive sec- 
tion of San Isidro, the 
extended hostage crisis has 
given Peru's millions of 
poor an outlet for their frus- 
tration. 

Led by a small bartered 
brass band, about 1.200 ven- 
dors from the working 
class San Juan neighbour- 
hood market Thursday 
streamed past the embassy 
to seek support for their fight 
against a planned eviction 
from their stalls. 

Those interviewed showed 
no particular interest in any 
of die hostages, although 
one group did chant 
■Tudela," a reference to 
captive Foreign Minister 
Francisco Tudela, one of the 
most popular politicians 
here. 


Talabani pledges to 
disarm PKK fighters 


ANKAR \ (AFP) — Iraqi 
Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani 
*aiJ on Friday that he would 
di-anti separatist Turkish 
Kurds stay ing in two camps in 
the itteii under his control in 
northern Iraq. 

"We will ask tin.* PKK 
i Kurdish labour Party) to 
let hi 'Ve ilieir miliiary presence 
from i >ur area" Mr. Talabani. 
leader of the Rdriotie Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). told 
rcp.'vnvTs in Ankara after vneet- 
i"g lark; dim lf.'udv 

Mr. Taiahani. whose relations 
w ith I'tnkcy had been mtirred 
by his caiicr links with the 
PKK and its leader Abdullah 
* le.il.ai. said iv wanted to 
h - lie* with Turkey in every 
P.^mMc field. 

“ \nned gnnips cannot use 
Iraqi KiudisCin land against 
.’jiy of tin: ivielihours: Turkey. 
Iran or Sviia." Mr. Taiahani 
said. adding lie w as determined 
to jhii an end to tlie PKK’s 
.irnk d presence in his :irea “by 
all tlie. ills." 

Mr. r.iiahuni s^ikl tie had cut 
his links with Mr. Ocalun due 
lo what Ire* called tire* PKK’s 
Mii’pni to tire* rival Iraqi 
Kmdisli group, tlie Kurdistan 
L\inivr.iiic P.im iKDP) of 
M;iss«d B.nvani. 

Mr. Tdahani and Mr. Barzani 
.ire invoked in a bitter rivalry 
f'*r control of northern Iraq. 
Fighting tkuvd in tlie region 
Iasi August when tire* KDP. 
suj'jx-ted by Iraqi government 
m* >ps. au.ickeU the PUK and 
gained emtttol of the main 
Kurdish town of Eihil. 

Since 1 9S4 Turkey lias been 
fighting a separatist insurgency 
led by the PKK in its doubled 
southeast. Tlie PKK also has 


camps in both Mr. Barzani’s 
and Mr. Talabani 's regions. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller said after meeting 
Mr. Talabani on Thursday that 
the Iraqi Kurdish leader tad 
agreed to act against the PKK. 

Diplomatic sources said Mr. 
Taiahani was dying to receive 
Turkey's support at a time of 
rapprochement between his 
rival Mr. Barzani and the 
Baglklad government. 

Mr. Talabani also said he had 
allied on tire* Tuikish govern- 
ment to allow the entry into 
northern Iraq of Western non- 
governmental aid organisations 
which had left the region in 
September in the w ake of the 
joint military campaign by the 
KDP and Iraqi forces. 

Turkey has said it would bar 
ninny Western non-govern- 
mental organisations from 
entering northern Iraq due to 
their afieged assistance to the 
PKK. 

Mr. Talabani said if Ankara 
allowed those Western akl 
organisations to return, his 
group would guarantee that 
Drere would be no harm for 
Ankara. 

Mr. Taiahani also reiterated 
his willingness to resolve dif- 
ferences with Mr. Barzani at 
the negotiating table. "1 am 
always ready to sit at the nego- 
tiating tabic." he said. The 
KDP*and the PUK haw been 
controlling northern Iraq in 
defiance of Baghdad since the 
end of tlie 1991 Gulf vvjr. 
However, their partnership col- 
lapsed in May 1994 due to rifts 
on power-sharing, and tax rev- 
enue and nearly 2.500 people 
liave been killed in fighting 
since then. 


Denktash: 
Missiles 
will be 
seized 
at sea 


NICOSIA (AFP) — 
Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash has warned 
that Ankara will seize at 
sea Russian-made anti-air- 
craft missiles if they are 
shipped to the Greek- 
Cypriot side of the divided 
island. 

'Turkey w ill do its best to 
prevent the arrival of these 
missiles." Mr. Denktash 
said in a televised inter- 
view on ITN’s Channel 
Four news in Britain to be 
broadcast on Friday. 

"I think they will check 
Russian boats in the 
Dardanelles." Mr. 

Denktash said, referring to 
the narrow Turkish water- 
way that would have to be 
used to reach the 
Mediterranean from 

Russian pons on the Black 
Sea. 

'Turkey cannot afford to 
have an area between 
southern Anatolia and 
Cyprus closed by Greek 
missiles, because these are 
Greek missiles, because 
this is Greece playing here 
dirty games against 
Turkey." Mr. Denktash 
said. 

Reiterating Turkish 
threats to attack if the mis- 
siles are deployed on 
Cyprus. Mr. Denktash said: 
"If (Greek-Cypriots) have 
other ways or means of 
bringing them in and 
installing them. I am afraid 
that Turkey w ill hit them." 



DISMANTLING OCCUPATION: Israeli soldiers dismantle a guard tower at the 
military headquarters in Hebron ahead of withdrawing from 80 per cent of the 
West Bank town early Friday (Reuters photo) 


Settlers mourn Palestinian 
police entry into Hebron 


HEBRON (AP) — Jewish 
settlers ripped their shirt 
collars Friday in a tradition- 
al mourning ritual after 
Israeli troops handed most 
of the city to Palestinian 
control. 

The settlers feel threat- 
ened by Palestinian security 
forces and betrayed by their 
erstwhile patron. Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

For some, fears came 
true within hours of the his- 
toric handover. 

A white station wagon 
driven by a woman settler 
was thronged by 
Palestinian men who had 
just returned from noon 
prayers ai the nearby 
Ibrahimi Mosque, a shrine 
sacred to Muslims and 
Jews. The men chanted slo- 
gans, apparently teasing the 
woman, who panicked and 
sped off. 

Hundreds of Israeli sol- 
diers and police patrolled 
downtown Gross Square 
and the adjacent Martyrs 
Street which runs along the 
heavily fortified enclaves 
that are home to 500 set- 
tlers. Some 20.000 
Palestinian also live in the 
area that remains under 
Israeli rule. 

At one point. Palestinians 
threw rocks at Israeli police 
in Gross Square, and mer- 
chants hurled potatoes from 
the nearby Palestinian veg- 
etable market. 

Police in riot gear charged 
through the market. After 
the confrontation, the army 
declared the square off-lim- 
its to Palestinians. 

"Is this the secure 


peace?" a settler woman 
shouted at an Israeli police 
officer, mocking Mr. 
Netanyahu’s campaign 
promise that he would 
bring peace and security. 

A group of settlers out- 
side the Beit Hadassah 
enclave chanted "Kill the 
Arabs" at a group of 
Palestinians who had 
assembled across the street 
on the edge of the 
Palestinian-controlled area. 
Tlie Palestinians were 
pushed back by Palestinian 
police officers. Both groups 
waved their national ban- 


ners. 

The incidents are not 
unusual for Hebron, where 
tensions run high between 
the two sides, but officials 
had hoped the two peoples 
could live together. 

"The real test is not dur- 
ing the first hours of rede- 
ployment.” said the Israeli 
armed forces chief of staff. 
Lieutenant General Amnon 
Shahuk. “The real test is 
what will happen from 
today on, over many days 
and months." 

The settlers are certain 
the future is bleak. 

They believe they will 
become easy targets for 
Palestinian police — they 
call them armed terrorists 
— now deployed just a few’ 
hundred metres from their 
homes. 

"It will be very easy for 
terrorists to cross the line... 
to carry- out a stabbing or 
other kinds of actions and 
then find shelter under the 
Palestinian authority." said 
Noam Amon, leader of the 


Hebron Jews. 

Rabbi Dov Lior from the 
Kiryat Arba settlement 
adjacent to Hebron led 
more than a dozen settlers 
in a traditional Jewish 
mourning ceremony Friday 
on a hill overlooking 
Martyrs Street. 

.After reading psalms. 
Rabbi Lior took, a pocket 
knife and cut the shirt collar 
of a fellow settler. 

"This is a sign of mourn- 
ing over the destruction of 
the land of Israel," Rabbi 
Lior said. 

The "land of Israel" 
would also include the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Since Mr. Netanyahu 
shook hands with 
Palestinian leader Arafat on 
a Hebron redeployment 
deal earlier this week, anti- 
Netanyahu graffiti have 
appeared in downtown 
Hebron. 

"Bibi is a traitor." read a 
slogan spray-painted on a 
settler bus this week, using 
the prime minister’s nick- 
name. It was signed by the 
anti- Arab Kach Group 
whose leaders live in 
Hebron. 

Despite their misgivings, 
the settlers said Friday they 
were determined to" stay. 
They even hope to bring 
200 more Jewish family to 
the city during Mr. 
Netanyahu’s four-year 
term, said David Wilder, a 
spokesman for the commu- 
nity. 

"By tbe next election, 
there will be many, many 
more Jews in Hebron than 
there are today," he said. 


New non-Islamic group announces campaign to topple Qadhafi regime 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A new non-Islamic 
group, calling itself the Movement of 
Libyan Patriots, has declared its aim to over- 
throw the country’s leader Colonel 
Muuttmuir Qadhafi, the Arabic newspaper 
A I Hayai reported on Friday. 

"We refrained from coming out in public 
sons not lo jeopardise the influence we have 
u.iined among tile population, including 
«?nur cities dose to the corrupt regime.” the 
group said in its first communique, run by AI 

“Bui because of arbitrary executions (of 
nieiiilvis) and mysterious assassination 
attempts, we believe the time has come to 
announce our organisation ... which started 
iu«k in secret a few years ago." 

The movement, which said its members 
in Jude military men, outlined its aims as 
beim* to overthrow Qadhafi and "set up a 
free Lihvan state ... with a liberal economy.” 


It also criticised other opposition groups 
and charged they were corrupt or run bv for- 
eign agents, singling out the Islamic move- 
ments with which it refuses to cooperate. 

Three Muslim fundamentalist armed 
movements have emerged in as many years, 
including the fighting Islamic group, which 
has claimed most anti-government attacks in 
Libya since 1995. 

The leading non-Islamic opposition group 
remains the National Front for the Salvation 
of Libya. 


Libya voices dismay at Algeria 


Libya said Friday it was shocked at 
Algeria's reaction to a possible mediation by 
Tripoli between militants and the govern- 
ment in Algiers. 

•'How can anyone insult someone who 
comes forward to help his brother?” asked 


the official news agency JANA. 

’The Algerian news agency has the right 
to criticise the party with winch the govern- 
ment refuses to negotiate, but it is" incon- 
ceivable to criticise the side w hich proposes 
its mediation to halt bloodshed," said JANA 
Algeria on Thursday ruled out any idea of 
Libyan mediation in its conflict with the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), telling 
Tripoli not to interfere in its domestic affairs. 

TTirough the official APS news agency, it 
said the government of Col. Qadhafi bad not 
denied a weekend Libyan Television report 
saying the hardline FIS had asked for Libya 
to mediate between it and Algiers. 

"That leads one to believe that it is ready 
to interfere in the internal affairs of Algeria,’’ 
tbe news agency said. Such reports, it added, 
could only harm "good neighbourliness.” 

In its report Sunday, Libyan Television 
said the FIS wanted Col. Qadhafi to serve as 


a mediator to "stop the bloodshed in Algeria, 
so the country can regain its place in the 
region and the world again.” 

Libya has been a bitter opponent of 
Islamic fundamentalist groups in the Arab 
World, including the FIS, which Col 
Qadhafi denounced in 1995 as ‘'charlatans 
and imposters who exploit the poor.” 

Tripoli “had officially informed its 
Algerian brothers” of the possible media- 
tion. "The response should also have come 
in an official manner and not with this irre- 
sponsible commentary," said JANA. 

The Algerian government cancelled par- 
liamentary elections in January 1992 which 

the now-banned FIS was poised to win 

spariong a conflict with fundamentalist 
ieflmottth ^40.000p^- 


Manila 


to lobby 
ASEAN 


to assist 

Baghdad 


MANILA l AFP) — 
Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos said Friday that he will 
ask fellow Southeast Asian 
leaders to get the United 
Nations to lift the trade embar- 
go imposed on Iraq, an offi- 
cial statement said. 

Mr. Ramos told the visiting 
Speaker of the Iraqi National 
Assembly Sadoun Hamadi 
that Manila was ready bo dis- 
cuss Iraq’s request with tbe 
six other members of (he 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), the 
presidential palace statement 
said. 

ASEAN groups Brunei. 
Indonesia. Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

"I believe th& the 
Philippines, being a promi- 
nent member of ASEAN, 
can {day a role in convincing 
fee United Nations Security 
Council to lift fee sanction,” 
the statement quoted Ml 
H amadi as tellin g Mr. 
Ramos. 

It said Me Ramos told him 
that fee Philippines, as a 
member of ASEAN would 
like to be of assistance to Iraq 
but feat "an ASEAN team 
effort would be more effec- 


tive.” 

Ml Hamadi told Mr. 
Ramos he broached fee sub- 
ject when he visited Malaysia 
and Indonesia earlier, fee 
palace said. 

Ml Ramos also said Manila 
was “inclined” to - support 
Baghdad should it ask the 
UJN. to increase fee volume 
of oil it can export, the palace 
said. Iraq is allowed to swap 
every six months $2 billion 
worth of oil for food ami 'med- 
icine under a deal with the 
UN. 

Foreign Secretary Domingo 
Siazoa said fee Philippines is 
considering buying Iraqi 
crude ofl under the United 
Nations-initiated ofl-for-fodd 
arrangement with Baghdad. 

"We are talking wife them 
(Iraq) about the possibility of 
fee Philippines buying from 
the oil that is being authorised 
to be sold by Iraq as autho- 
rised by the UJM_” he told 
reporters. 

Tt depends an fee pricing.” 
he added. 

The Ffeilippines first raised 
tbe possible oil-for-food barter 
with Iraq last year, but no deal 
was made. 

A presidential palace state- 
ment said the Philippine 
International Trading Cofp„ 
the state’s trading arm, was 
aiming to buy 20-to-30 per 
cent of fee authorised Iraqi oil 
exports. 


France plans business 


A group of French business- 
men is to head for Baghdad 
next week as Paris bids to 
reinforce its strong trade posi- 
tion in the country in prepara- 
tion for a total lifting of fee 
embargo against Iraq. 

Leaders of some 50 French 
companies will arrive in the 
Iraqi capital to do battle wife 
hundreds of foreign business- 
men flooding in to take advan- 
tage of fee oil-for-food deal 
agreed by the United Nations. 

They will be led by former 
armed forces chief Jeannou 
Laotze. who heads a pro-iraqi 
raench pressure group, fee 
franco-Iraqi Trade and 
“Xfustry Council (CCI). 

Iraqi EXrpucy PremierTareq 
Aziz said last week that 
France heads a list of coun- 
tries which have signed con- 
tracts wife Iraq to provide 

feS 1 i lbUowingUMoU - 

Some 300,000 tonnes of 
conxmilkandsugarareshon- 

£ < S!5^ toIra£ l 
hy French companies. 

To marie next week's trade 
b y representatives 
fee agriculture and food 
exhibi - 

tion- Agntrance," will be 
held in fee Iraqi capital 

France will be only one 
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end of December 29 countriS 
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Evicted single mother 
wins New York 
lottery jackpot 


NEW YORK fR) — A sin- 
gle mother of two children 
won the S4 million lotto 
jackpot just one day after 
being evicted from her 
Brooklyn home. "Does any- 
one want to many me?" 
w inn er Princess Caesar jok- 
ingly asked reporters as she 
left a New York lottery " 
games news conference at 
which her windfall was 
announced. Caesar, whose 
age was not disclosed, was 
the sole winner of fee Jan. 1 1 
jackpot. She said she 
planned to take a vacation 4 
but otherwise did not expect 
her life to change. 


Lebed invitation 
shrouded in mystery 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Would whoever invited 
retired Russian General 
Alexander Lebed to 
President Bill Clinton’s 
inaugural swearing-in cere- 
mony please step forward? 
The tough- talking Lebed, 
rival to Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, says he is 
coming to the inauguration 
on Monday at Clinton's imi- 
tation. “I am invited by fee 
president” he told Russia's 
NTV commercial television. 
But White House 

spokesman Mike McCurry 
said* "1 don’t know how he 
got a ticket. He was not 
invited by the United 
States ” 


‘Morning-after’ 
drivers may just 
be hung over 


LONDON (R) — You’ve 
had a few too many drinks at 
a dinner party, your head is 
pounding”aftd you fear you 
are still too drunk to drive to 
work. Not necessarily, 
British researchers have 
found. They said among 
men. anyway, the body gets 
rid of most* of fee alcohol 
alter “ a night’s sleep. 
Researcher Neil Wright said 
his study indicated fear 
social drinkers, who usually 
eat as they drink and who do 
not drink all night, are prob- 
ably all right to drive, the 
next day. despite clinical 
tests indicating otherwise. 


Australians 
drinking less beer 


CANBERRA (R) — 

Official figures have dealt 
another blow to the image of 
Australians as devout beer 
drinkers. Australians on 
average acrually consume 
more soft drinks and milk 
than beer, the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics said. 
Total beer consumption 
declined for the seventh suc- 
cessive year wife a fall of 1.6 
per cent to 95.4 litres a per- 
son in the year ended June, 
30. 1996, it said. Australians 
drank 114.3 litres each of 
soft drinks in 1995/96. up 

3.3 per cent on the previous 
year, in fee fourth consecu- 
tive annual increase. Milk 
consumption rose for the 
third successive year to 

104.3 litres per person. 


F rench band out 
of tune with taxman 


TOULOUSE <*R) — French 
authorities have seized 
musical instruments from 
the municipal band in the 
southern town of 
Montpellier to ensure it will 
pay tax arrears, a town hall 
spokesman said. Seized for a 
debt of 46 million francs ($9 
million) were two double 
basses, several flutes and fee 
band’s triangle. 


Lead pollution 
can decay teeth 


LONDON (R) — Lead from 
^raffle fumes and old-fash- 
ioned plumbing may be rot- . 
ting people’s teeth, Spanish 
researchers say. Francisco ^ 
Gil^ and colleagues at the ■ . 
University of Grenada found 
*31 adults and children 
whose teeth contained high 
levels of lead also had more 
tooth decay, staining and 
plaque. New Scientist maga- 
zine reported. 
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